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Dairy, soybeans are top money makers in 2017
10 farm commodities equal 82 per cent of Ontario’s total farm cash receipts

page A9

DEATH BY

1,000

A13

cuts

New trade deal kicks dairy farmers again

“How do you compensate a country for giving up part of its economy?” asked Greely dairy farmer Leonard Quinn at a meeting of frustrated dairy
farmers at Winchester on Oct. 18. See story on pages A4-A5. (Connor Lynch photo)
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Grain glut
at Johnstown
The Onego Rio, a cargo ship from the Netherlands, fills up with soybeans at the Port of Johnstown on Oct. 10. (Connor Lynch photo)

Port could fill up as corn harvest starts in Eastern Ontario
By Connor Lynch

JOHNSTOWN — Eastern
Ontario soybeans are shipping out as fast as they
can but it might not be fast
enough as corn starts filling
storage bins.
The Port of Johnstown,
with the largest storage
capacity in Eastern Ontario at 160,000 metric

tonnes, has had a busy
season moving soybeans.
As of Oct. 23, the port
has shipped about 66,000
tonnes of beans overseas,
said operations manager
Kevin Saunders. At the
end of September, exports
over last year were up by
50,000 tonnes.
As corn harvest got
underway at the end of

October, the port was approaching capacity, said
Saunders. November will
quite possibly be a start
and stop month for the
port, with vessels coming
in to open up storage space
as trucks wait to drop off
new crop.
Carleton Place dairy and
cash crop farmer Amanda
O’Connell already ran

in to a lineup of trucks
at the port. She had two
truckloads of soybeans
booked to be dropped
off on the same day but
only ended up emptying
one. The truck was scheduled for a 4 p.m. and a 7
p.m. dropoff, but ended up
waiting in line for three
hours with the first load.
There wasn’t enough time

to drive 90 minutes back to
the farm and return to port
with a second load. The
O’Connells have on-farm
storage but were worried they’d end up with
too much. They ended up
clearing space by sending some beans to Port of
Montreal.
Plenty of beans have
been flowing steadily in,

Saunders said. The ports received about 6,800 tonnes
of soybeans every day
since they started receiving
in September, enough to
fill a ship every four days.
In four hours of loading a
ship they can clear enough
space to accept grain for
a day and a half, which
should help keep things
moving, he said.
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200-acre
farm offer
Letters and emails roll in
to Renfrew County farmer
looking for successor
By Connor Lynch

ADMASTON-BROMLEY
— Within a few weeks of
putting out the word that
he was looking for a young
farmer to take over 200
acres of his farm for the uncommon price of 10 years
of sweat equity, Renfrew
County crop farmer Bert
Welten has some promising bites.
Going through the letters and emails will be a
project for the winter, he
said. As of late October,
he had 10 interested applicants, some with potential,
he said.
The 57-year-old farmer,
unmarried with no children, advertised in last
month’s Farmers Forum,
looking for a dedicated
pupil with an interest in
agriculture to slowly work
over 10 years into owning
200 acres and the farm
house. Farmers Forum
also ran a story on his
unusual but altruistic plan.
He’s looking for a farmer
aged 18 to 28.
Since then, he’s had
to stave off interview requests from local radio
station CFRA, as well as
CTV News and two Quebec radio stations. Welten
wants applications but is
concerned that if the word
gets out too far he could
have a circus on his hands.
Mostly people have fol-

lowed his rules: Write a
letter or send an email.
A few people called, and
Welten told them to put
it in writing. In one case,
however, a couple showed
up at Welten’s door. The
reason? They were from
Switzerland, visiting a
farm family in Quebec
and they were flying home
the next day. They spoke
with Welten for about 90
minutes. He told them to
follow up with a letter.
One hopeful applicant doesn’t live far from
Welten’s farm. Jordan
Beach, an electrical worker, grew up helping out on
his two uncles’ dairy farms
in Renfrew County. “I’ve
been trying to get my own
farm. I always wanted to
have beef cattle,” he said.
“Something like this is
exactly what I’m looking
for.”
There wasn’t any room
for Beach on his uncles’
farms, both of whom had
kids of their own. Beach
tried to get into the dairy
business but entry costs
were too high, he said.
Even the young entrants
program was a huge leap,
and “you’re still right on
the edge (of viability).”
Said Beach: “Something
like this is exactly what I’m
looking for.”
Welten can be reached at
farmsuccess61@hotmail.
com.

Renfrew County’s Bert Welten, 57, has 10 people interested in taking over his 200 acres. (Connor Lynch photo)
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Death by 1,000 cuts
Frustrated dairy
farmers look
for answers on
new trade deal
By Connor Lynch

WINCHESTER — Hundreds
of dairy farmers turned out to
meetings across the province last
month, pressing Dairy Farmers of
Ontario’s general manager Graham Lloyd for answers on what’s
going to happen to their industry.
In many cases, there were no
answers to be had.
The United States-MexicoCanada Agreement (USMCA)
replaces the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA), a
deal the three countries have been
feverishly negotiating for more
than a year. Deadline after deadline had passed with scarcely a
murmur. Then a tentative agreement was reached on Sept. 30.
While grain farmers and beef

About 100 dairy farmers came out to a Winchester meeting last month to discuss the implications of the new Canada-U.S. trade deal. (Connor

Lynch photo)

farmers welcomed the news,
dairy farmers counted what they
had lost: 3.9 per cent market
access to the Americans and an
agreement to end Class 6 and 7
milk, a significant blow to the

domestic dairy industry.
The Canadian government has
promised dairy farmers compensation, but has yet to explain how
that compensation will work.
Parts of the deal are still up

in the air. By mid-October, the
Canadian government hadn’t released its own text of the deal because “they can’t agree to some
of what’s written,” Lloyd said.
At Winchester, on Oct. 18,

more than 100 farmers pressed
into a room overlooking an evening hockey game at the local
arena.
Cont’d on A5

Cont’d from A4
Farmers alternately expressed
disappointment and frustration,
concern, anxiety and anger. Compensation was an especially sore
subject. Said Greely-area dairy
farmer Leonard Quinn: “How
do you compensate a country for
giving up part of its economy?”
Some farmers said that promised compensation meant that the
rest of the world could finally
say that Canada’s dairy system
was subsidized. One farmer went
even further. “Call it a welfare
cheque,” he said. “We don’t want
a welfare cheque.”
What exactly is going to happen to Canada’s milk classes isn’t
entirely clear, said Al Mussell,
founder and lead researcher at
the Guelph-based Agri-Food
Economic Systems, but “it’s a
very serious hit.” Class 6 and 7
are to be eliminated within six
months of the deal being ratified,
expected to be sometime next
year, but those milk ingredients
don’t evaporate, he said. The
agreement recognizes this and
allows for pricing of milk ingredients domestically based on the
U.S. price. Said DFO director
Murray Sherk: “We should be
able to use a Class 7 price for
domestic uses.”
How that will work exactly is
not clear. The DFO told farmers
it’s working hard on the issue.
Ashton-area dairy farmer Melinda Foster-Marshall said the
DFO isn’t sharing with farmers
how it plans to salvage Class 7,
even behind closed doors. The
deal still needs to be ratified
and could well end up getting
changed before any legislators
sign off on it.
One farmer asked, with so
much given up already and the
USMCA open for renegotiation
every six years, when will the
government stop giving up market access?
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Dairy Farmers of Ontario general
manager Graham Lloyd speaks
to farmers.

“We all thought we’d be done
(giving up market share) with
the TPP,” replied DFO’s Graham
Lloyd. “I don’t know. You need
to make your own personal decisions on risk.” He added that the
DFO is projecting market growth
at between three and four per
cent annually. “I’m really quite
confident we’ll be able to respond
to this.”
Lloyd told producers that
saving the milk class wasn’t an
option. “(American negotiators)
said Class 7 was a hill they would
die on.”
More than 200 farmers turned
out for a meeting the night before
at St. Isidore where one farmer
thundered about the elimination
of Class 7. “We have a skim milk
crisis on our hands,” he said.
Compensation talk scratched
fresh wounds from earlier trade
deals. After signing the Comprehensive Economic Trade Agreement (CETA) trade deal two years
ago, the government launched
the Dairy Farm Investment Program. The program matched
investments on dairy farms, up
to $250,000, as a way to compensate dairy farmers for market
access given to European cheese.
Said one farmer: “One guy got

$150,000. The rest of us got zip.”
Including previous market
concessions under World Trade
Organization rules, the CETA
deal between Canada and Europe,
the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership (CPTPP) trade deal
and the new NAFTA deal, the
DFO figures Canadian dairy
farmers have given up about 18
per cent of their market.
Exports will suffer but by
how much is impossible to say,
Mussell said. Canada exported
70,000 tonnes of skim milk
powder last year. A mere 228
metric tons went to the U.S.
Under the deal, surcharges kick
in at 55,000 tonnes for the first
year. The question remains if the

surcharge is high enough to make
Canadian exports uncompetitive,
Mussell added.
“I thought this meeting would
be about us fighting a bully,” said
North Glengarry dairy farmer
Wendy McPherson. “When is
the deal going to be good for us?
When will you stop using our
quota as a bargaining tool?”
Another farmer asked: Do we
have to go ahead with the deal?
Replied MP Francis Drouin
(Liberal — Stormont-DundasGlengarry): “What if it were
worse?” An audible groan filled
the room.
In an interview with CBC
news, DFO representative Ralph
Dietrich said concessions given
in the last three trade deals, signal

a “death by a thousand cuts.”
Trudeau promised that dairy
farmers will be compensated
again for the loss of market share,
but Dietrich countered. “We had
a system where we didn’t need
compensation.”
The deal faces one major
hurdle. U.S. midterm elections
for members of Congress are
largely on Nov. 6. If the Republican Party does not win majority
seats in Congress, it could possibly kill the deal.
For many farmers, the concessions made are simply proof that
the Americans dominated the Canadian negotiators, with farmers
paying the price. Grumbled one
farmer at St. Isidore: “Trump
owns us now.”

Does new NAFTA offer Class 7 milk option?
Agreement does allow for pricing of milk ingredients domestically
Canadian dairy farmers once
again took it on the chin to get
a new trade deal signed. Under the new NAFTA deal, the
United States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement, signed last month
farmers lost another 3.9 per
cent market access, as well as
Class 7 milk.
The controversial milk class
had been created to counter
cheap American imports of
milk ingredients. Those milk
ingredients sneaked past the
border tariff-free since Canadian border patrol didn’t consider the product to be milk.
Canada’s food agency changed
the rules but allowed the U.S.
ingredients into the country for
processors to use in making
cheese and yogurt. Canadian
farmers couldn’t compete. So
the Dairy Farmers of Ontario
created Class 6 milk to counteract the surge, with the Dairy

Farmers of Canada to follow by
introducing Class 7.
Killing Class 7 in the new
trade deal is a harsh blow to
dairy farmers. But it’s not that
simple.
Though the milk classes are
dead six months after the deal is
ratified by legislators in the U.S.,
Canada and Mexico, Canada
can still price out the milk ingredients that were in those milk
classes. They just have to base
it on the U.S. skim milk price,
which often formed the basis for
Class 7 milk pricing anyway.
Said Dairy Farmers of Ontario
director Murray Sherk: “We
should be able to use potentially
a Class 7 price for domestic
uses. The focus seems to be on
eliminating our ability to export
any excess products.”
It’s an open question if it’s
enough to kill off Canadian
milk ingredient exports, said Al

Mussell, founder of ag-research
firm Agri-Food Economic Systems. The surcharges that will
get slapped on exports above
55,000 tonnes in the first year
of the deal may not be enough
to make Canadian products
uncompetitive, he said. Time,
and lengthy analysis, will tell.
An American milk ingredient exporter is unhappy that
Canada’s domestic market
isn’t back up for grabs. Kevin
Ellis, CEO of Cayuga Milk
Ingredients, a New York State
processing plant which ships
milk ingredients north of the
border, took a hit when Class 6
and 7 came into place. He told
online news outlet Syracuse.
com that: “The advantage will
still go to Canada in this scenario. I don’t have all the details
yet, but it looks like they’re just
changing the name to keep the
same restrictions.”
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OPINION

Thank goodness the next trade
does not include China
So, the U.S. trade talks didn’t go so well.
How about new trade with China? Our
prime minister had signalled a desire to
look east for a deal. It appears that agriculture has a lot to gain from more business
with China. More commodity sales abroad
are good. But in the bigger picture, opening a door to this police state is absolutely
frightening when you consider what it
means when Chinese companies operate here and when Canadian companies
operate there.
Certainly open trade with the Chinese
Communist Party would be a profound disaster. It is, after all, the Communist Party
you are dealing with when you trade with
China. So, how far should a free country
go? Not far, I fear.
In a nutshell, National Post columnist
Terry Glavin recently called China “the
largest and most sophisticated slave state
in human history.” It is “a vicious, expansionist police state ruled by a violent,
corrupt oligarchy that is quite explicit
about its intent to overthrow the American–led world order that has guaranteed
Canada’s peace and prosperity over the
past 70 years.”
On this front, the new NAFTA offers
good news. The so-called “China clause”
or Article 32 in the United States-MexicoCanada Agreement states that none of
the three countries is allowed to enter a
free trade agreement with a non-market
economy (meaning China) without the
blessing of the other two countries. Article
32 might just save us from ourselves.
On human rights violations alone, the
Chinese Communist Party is among the
worst. While saying it stopped using political prisoners in 2015 as a “living bank of
organs” for on-demand transplants, there
has been no decrease in waiting times in
China for organ transplants, reports the
New York based Epoch Times, started by
Chinese ex-patriots. China routinely represses religion, speech and ethnic groups,
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Patrick Meagher
Editor

the Epoch Times reports.
U.S. tariffs against China were not
pulled from a hat. They are in retaliation
for China’s many unending, unrepentant
trade violations, including using unpaid
slave labour.
A U.S. congressional committee last
month asked the FBI to investigate Chinese intimidation of Chinese living in the
United States and to include human rights
in any trade negotiation with China. Said
co-chair Chris Smith (Rep.-New Jersey):
“I’ve never seen a dictatorship like this
one, that is so oppressive against its own
people in modern times . . . China is on
a race to the bottom with North Korea on
human rights.”
Also last month, Australian ethics
professor, Clive Hamilton, spoke to the
MacDonald-Laurier Institute in Ottawa
about the alarming Chinese influence in
Australia and argues the same influence
is occurring in Canada. We’re just a few
years behind.
There is widespread thinking that China
is opening up to democracy and that private corporations in China operate as they
do in North America. But both notions
are completely false, said Hamilton, who
recently wrote a book on the subject called
Silent Invasion, a book that was rejected
by three publishers because of Chinese
influence, the Epoch Times reported.
China has actually dramatically shifted
away from openness in the past three or
four years, Hamilton told the small Ot-

tawa crowd. “Every substantial private
company in China must obey the Party
if the Party gives it an instruction” even
if the company is operating in Canada,
Hamilton explained. The penalties for not
doing so are enormous. Each company has
a Communist Party cell and the chair of the
cell is more powerful than the company
CEO, he said.
The value of intellectual property
stolen by China is estimated in hundreds
of billions of dollars. Hamilton said that
the United States considers the Chinese
technology company, Huawei, a security
threat because it can use its technology
for spying and has blocked Huawei from
operating in the United States. Thanks to
Kathleen Wynne’s Liberal government,
Huawei has numerous research partnerships in Ontario.
Bloomberg News reported that Huawei’s founder Ren Zhengfie told the World
Economic Forum in 2015 that Huawei
needed to improve its internal policing
after the Chinese company had forgiven
more than 4,000 workers, including senior
executives, “for involvement in graft and
fraudulent business activities.”
Hamilton argued that anyone doing
business in China needs a Chinese majority owner who can then steal company
secrets. He added that the Chinese Communist Party poured money into Australia,
buying up news media and bribing politicians, in hopes of turning Australia into a
country that complies with China’s wishes.
Waking up to that danger, Australia this
year passed anti-espionage laws that could
send violators to prison for up to 15 years.
China is an intellectual property thief
that oppresses its own people. Canada
needs to be concerned.

Patrick Meagher is editor of Farmers
Forum and can be reached at editor@
farmersforum.com
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just the facts

6,500

Minimum in metric tonnes
of soybeans that Port of
Johnstown receives each
day during harvest
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you said it

”

Leo Muldoon had been sucked out of his tractor and he was dead.
— Dunrobin’s Adele Muldoon, on the story going around the Carp Fair on the day
page A8
that a tornado threw her husband from a ladder and he was taken to hospital.

at a glance

Adele Muldoon

Page A2

1,959

Weight in pounds of this
year’s Canadian recordbreaking giant pumpkin
Page A19

$9,580

Average price per acre of
farmland and buildings in
Ontario in 2016 Page A24

$30,000

Amount Steve Velthuis
paid for a cow that was
named grand champion
in the East-West Holstein
Show Page B2
Almost half of Ontario’s 49,600 farms had gross farm receipts under $50,000. (OMAFRA, Statistics Canada’s 2016 Census of Agriculture)
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Surviving the Ottawa tornado
Two collapsed lungs and seven broken ribs later,
farmer Leo Muldoon is on the mend
By Connor Lynch

DUNROBIN — Ottawa’s
devastating cavalcade of
tornadoes in September tore
through the city and nearly
ended one farmer’s life.
But 78-year-old Leo
Muldoon pulled through,
despite the twister hurling
him through the air. When
he landed, both lungs had
collapsed and he’d broken
seven ribs. On Oct. 25,
more than one month later,
he was still in hospital.
Muldoon had no idea a
tornado was headed his way
on Sept. 21 when he was
moving hay in one of his
sheds, near Dunrobin, west
of urban Ottawa. He heard
some rattling on the tin roof,
so he pulled out the ladder,
and up he went, about 20
feet. That’s when the wind

whipped up, swirling and
howling.
“I’m getting down,”
he told himself but didn’t
make it. A huge gust tossed
him and his ladder 20 feet
through the air. “I did two
spins and a half twist,” he
chuckled from his hospital
bed.
The tornado that struck
Dunrobin and later Ottawa tore through the barn
and the other four sheds in
the area, scattering broken
boards and twisted tin. They
toppled around and all over
Muldoon. He lay there,
breathing and conscious but
gripped by pain and unable
to move, thinking: “How
am I gonna get up?”
In Dunrobin, the storm
damaged 53 homes according to the Ottawa Sun,
and over half will need to

be rebuilt. Almost 200,000
people were without power
the day after.
A concerned neighbour,
Carlos, drove up to check
on Muldoon and found him
lying among the scattered
planks. He called 9-1-1. Arriving at the Ottawa Civic
Hospital’s emergency unit,
Muldoon was immediately
hooked up to oxygen. A
doctor told Muldoon’s wife,
Adele, that the entire family should visit that night.
“That scared me,” she said.
Muldoon couldn’t speak
for over a week. He had
a tube down his throat,
and was hooked up to a
ventilator. He managed to
communicate with a combination of facial expression, squeezing hands and
lipreading. There were lots
of visitors, including “the

Seventy-eight-year-old Leo Muldoon was still in an Ottawa hospital one month after the
tornado hit Dunrobin, west of urban Ottawa. He hopes to be home by mid-November.
(Connor Lynch photo)

guard,” said Muldoon with
a smile. He meant his fellow euchre players, Adele
explained.
Communication outside
the hospital had been flying much faster. Adele said
she’d been told that the
nearby Carp Fair had been
abuzz with rumours on the
day of the tornado, with
everyone saying: “Leo Muldoon had been sucked out

of his tractor and was dead.”
The former beef farmer,
who sold his cow-calf herd
in the spring to crop 100
acres, was looking forward
to getting back in the tractor. On Oct. 17, nearly a
month after the accident,
he was feeling alright as he
lay in a hospital bed. “But
when I run…” he chuckled.
He can walk for short stints
with a walker.

Nearly a month later, Leo
was still in hospital, though
he had been transferred to
the Elisabeth Bruyere hospital in Ottawa for physical
rehabilitation. His family
hoped to have him home
before the end of November. Adele considers his
recovery nothing short of a
miracle. “Wouldn’t you say
it’s a miracle, Leo?”
“Oh yeah.”
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Manure tanker flips
tractor at St. Isidore
Driver OK, but repairs and delays
costly at busy time of year
By Connor Lynch

ST. ISIDORE — The driver for a custom operator walked
away unscathed but repairs and a work delay were costly
after a tractor, hauling a manure tank, flipped over at St.
Isidore last month.
One of Garth Franklin’s drivers was going through
St. Isidore, just in front of grain farmer Markus Haerle’s
house on Oct. 6. A mechanical component on the undercarriage failed and the tanker started swerving. Carrying
a full load, the tanker was heavy enough to flip the tractor
clean over, snapping the hitch, Franklin said. The tanker
stayed upright and almost rolled into a corn field.
The driver wasn’t injured and was back at work a
few hours later in a spare tractor. A rotator flipped the
tractor back over so it could be loaded and hauled away,
Franklin said.
A damaged mirror is attached to the interior roll-bar
of the cab, so the entire cab might have to be replaced,
he said.
It wasn’t a good time for the accident. As of Oct. 24,
Franklin was behind by about 50 manure pits. “We’ve

This tractor flipped over while pulling a manure tank. The
driver walked away and was back at work the same day.

just been under incredible stress this fall.”
The total cost to flip and repair the tractor will be more
than $50,000, but at least his insurance is on it. “We’re
collecting bills and handing them in. It won’t cost me
anymore.”

Ontario’s top 10 money-making
farm sectors in 2017
OTTAWA — Ontario farms had
more than $13.12 billion of farm
cash receipts for all farms in 2017,
according to OMAFRA, with dairy
farms leading the way.
The $2.12 billion in farm cash
receipts for dairy products was about
16 per cent of all the farm cash receipts. Ontario recorded more farm

cash receipts than any other province.
Here were the top 10 ag sectors
in Ontario in 2017, which account
for 82 per cent of all farm cash
receipts:
1. Dairy products, $2.12 billion
2. Soybeans, $1.41 billion
3. Steers and slaughter heifers,

$1.28 billion
4. Hogs, $1.25 billion
5. Corn, $1.18 billion
6. Greenhouse vegetables, $922
million
7. Chickens, $843 million
8. Field vegetables, $835 million
9. Floriculture, $524 million
10. Eggs, $402 million
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Animal activist gets away with filming mink farm
Ottawa farm lawyer said case was close to a “slam dunk”

By Connor Lynch

CLARINGTON — An
Ontario Crown attorney has
decided not to proceed with
charges against an animal
activist who filmed himself
trespassing on a Durham
Region mink farm.
Charges against activist
Malcolm Klimowicz were
reportedly dropped on Oct.
22, with the Crown dropping charges but agreeing to

a peace bond. A peace bond
doesn’t require a trial or admission or finding of guilt,
but does require the person
to keep the peace and usually abstain from some kind
of behaviour, in this case
going near the farm.
It’s a disappointing result
for a family that’s endured
a nightmare, said Nancy
Daigneault, vice-president
of the International Fur
Federation.

“(Klimowicz) posted
their names and address
(online on his Facebook
page),” she said. Mink
farmer Robert Schwirtz
and his 81-year-old mother,
who farm at Clarington,
have had endless phone
calls and strange cars driving up their kilometre-long
driveway. “(His mother)
goes to bed every night with
the number of the police department by her bed,” said

Daigneault. “She wakes up
to flashlights outside her
window.”
Schwirtz’s sister and
her husband run a bed and
breakfast nearby that had to
temporarily close because
Klimowicz implicated it
with the farm, she added. As
of Oct. 24, the vast majority
of reviews are glowing, but
a few 1-star reviews stand
out. “Horrible dirty place,
close by the lousy owners

Ontario mink farms have been targeted by activists.

have a mink farm,” reads
one. “Situated opposite a
Mink Fur Farm. Smells
carry. You decide,” reads
another.
Alongside the reviews
came fake bookings with
false credit cards and angry
phone calls, Daigneault
said. “These days, your
advertising and business
outreach is all on social
media,” she added.
Ottawa-area farm lawyer
Kurtis Andrews said that the
Crown typically drops cases
when it doesn’t think there’s
any chance of successfully
prosecuting them. But the
case against Klimowicz was
“as close to a slam dunk as
you’re going to find.”
Klimowicz had filmed
himself entering the farm
at night, and Criminal Code

provisions against breaking
and entering specifically
single out trespassing in
“a pen or an enclosure in
which fur-bearing animals
are kept in captivity for
breeding or commercial
purposes.” Said Andrews:
“The legislature absolutely
wanted to address this kind
of situation.”
The other factor involved is that the person in
question breaking in has to
be doing so with the “intent
to commit an indictable
offence.” Said Andrews:
“I would identify criminal
mischief as fairly obvious.”
Charges remain against
Klimowicz for two other incidents involving fur farms:
one near Kingston, and the
other near Wasaga Beach,
on Georgian Bay.

Trudeau goes for carbon
tax, Ford to fight back
TORONTO — The federal government announced in October that it’s going ahead with a carbon tax and promises
it will put more money back into the hands of Canadians.
Critics were many. The Canadian Federation of
Independent Business, which represents small and
medium-sized businesses, said the carbon tax “creates
a further setback in the competitiveness of Canadian
small business.”
Ontario Premier Doug Ford was quick to weigh in.
“Prime Minister Justin Trudeau does not have the right
to ram a carbon tax down the throats of Ontario families
and job creators,” Ford said. “Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau should be ready for a fight when it comes to
the carbon tax.”
Ottawa Sun columnist Lorrie Goldstein questioned
the government’s claim that the rebates paid to families
would exceed their costs, pointing out that Trudeau said
during the 2015 election that his government planned to
run modest deficits. Yet the current projected deficit for
2019-2020 is $17.5 billion.

Small businesses created 95 %
of new jobs over five years
Small businesses dominate Canada’s economic landscape
and any impacts on them have substantial ripples across
the country.
Defined as having fewer than 100 employees, small
business comprise 98 per cent of all businesses in Canada,
according to government statistics.
According to Don Kelly, president of the Canadian
Federation of Independent Businesses, the overwhelming majority of job creation also comes from small business. He wrote last month that between 2005 and 2015,
95 per cent of all jobs created across the country came
from small businesses. His organization represents about
110,000 businesses in Canada, 7,200 in the ag sector.
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Pork, beef farmers struggling as U.S.-China trade war slashes prices
Beef industry’s decade of decline getting worse; pork producers relying on reserves
By Connor Lynch

WINGHAM — Soybeans may be getting
the publicity, but Ontario’s hog and beef
sectors are also struggling under the ongoing U.S.-China trade war.
The first round of tariffs, with the opening salvo launched by the U.S. on April 3
and China responding on April 4, pushed
hog prices down. Another round of tariffs
on July 1 crippled the summer rally. Prices
hit the break-even point in September, but
have since fallen, said Ontario Pork chair
Eric Schwindt.
November and December are always
soft months on hog prices, he said. Relief
isn’t coming any time soon and producers
are feeling the pinch. Through August,
producers on average were losing $50 to
$60 on every hog. Even with the recently
signed United States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement, the replacement to NAFTA,
Mexican hog tariffs are still in place, holding down hog prices.
Schwindt, who runs a finishing hog
operation with about 5,000 animals at
Wingham, in Norfolk County, said that if
“we see another dip this fall, people will
be making hard decisions.” Farmers thus
far have been managing by dipping into
reserves, whether that’s land equity or
cash, he said. But unlike soybean farmers,
who’ve largely weathered the soybean
price dip with forward contracting, most

hog farmers can’t. Some farmers have
amortized their bills, stretching them out
to pay them back over a longer period.
Said Schwindt: “But you’ve got to pay it
eventually.”
The pork sector needs a level global
playing field, he said. Ratifying the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement
for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP)
trade deal will go a long way. The Canadian government started steamrolling
it through when Parliament resumed on
Sept. 17 after the summer break, and on
Oct. 25, the Senate passed a bill to ratify
the CPTPP. Six of the 11 countries involved have to ratify the deal for it to come
into force. Mexico, Japan, Singapore and
New Zealand have already done so.
Another option would be having a
made-in-Canada price for hogs. But that
has its own problems. First and foremost,
there are only a few meat packing plants
in Canada. Said Schwindt: “How do you
have price discovery that doesn’t particularly help or hurt one player, with so few
players in the market?”
Though less directly hit, the beef
sector has been having a hard time
as well, said Beef Farmers of Ontario
president Joe Hill. Falling pork prices
have pulled down meat prices across
the board, including beef. Rail prices
have been hovering around $230 per
100 lb., lower than what they’ve been

for the last few years and “not where
(they) need to be.”
Price hits come only as the latest blow
to an industry already reeling from many
problems. Traditionally, the Ontario price
is a bit stronger than the Alberta price,
enabling Ontario’s feed industry to ship
cattle over from out west. But Alberta’s
prices have been significantly higher for
the last two years. “It’s really starting to
create a cash flow challenge to the Ontario
industry.”
It should be good news for Ontario’s
cow-calf operators, giving them an opportunity to expand, but a lot of Ontario’s
cow-calf regions have had repeated
drought issues over the last few years.
“It takes several years where you know

you’ve got adequate feed supply, prices,
to bring more (cattle) into production.
Ontario’s beef industry has been in
decline for over a decade, he said. Herd
numbers have been dropping since 2006.
That will only increase if the trade difficulties are ongoing, he said. “There will be
people exiting the business,” slowly selling off animals over the course of years.
Others will have to go deeper into debt to
keep things going.
Beef mostly struggles with volatility.
A long-standing ask from the BFO has
been for the provincial government to
invest more in risk management for the
sector. “The province has committed to
it in a couple of years. A couple of years
won’t help us.”
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20-year-old John Deere 9410 combine
sells for $89,000 at Spencerville auction
SPENCERVILLE — A 20-year-old John
Deere 9410 combine sold for $89,000 at a
recent Eastern Ontario auction, the highest
auction price in North America for that
type of combine in six years.
The John Deere 9410 Maximizer with
2,520 engine hours and 1,760 separator
hours was bought by Morrisburg’s Jeff
Van Moorsel at Albert and Betty DeWitt’s
Thanksgiving Day farm auction at Spen-

cerville.
According to Machinery Pete — aka
Greg Peterson of the U.S.-based AgWeb
web site — that is the highest price at
auction for a John Deere 9410 combine in
six years. The last time a price went that
high — CDN $89,000 is equivalent to
US $68,530 — was when one with 1,850
engine hours sold for US $80,000 on Nov.
8, 2012 in Nebraska.
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Almost one-third of Ontario farmland is rental
OTTAWA — Twenty-nine per cent of
Ontario farm acres are rented, according to Statistics Canada’s 2016 Census
of Agriculture.
The OMAFRA report, released
last month, says that is down slightly
from 30 per cent in the 2012 Census.
However, 29 per cent is slightly higher
than in the 1991, 1996, 2001 and 2006
censuses.

At 56 per cent, Peel region has the
highest percentage of farm area rented,
while Cochrane is the lowest region at
9 per cent.
Eastern Ontario counties range from
18 per cent of rented acres in Stormont,
Dundas and Glengarry to 28 per cent in
the Ottawa region. East-Central Ontario
ranges from 25 per cent in Halton to 48
per cent in York Region.

Eastern Ontario grain elevators expanded, can handle high yields
By Tom Collins

Eastern Ontario grain elevator operators say they are in
a much better position to handle record yields than they
were three years ago when they ran out of storage room.
Kevin Wilson, of Wilson’s Elevator at Vankleek Hill, said
he was putting extra crop in grain bags as he ran out of room
during the bin-busting 2015 harvest. Since then, he’s installed

an extra 20,000 tonnes of storage, almost doubling the size of
the elevator in three years to 50,000 tonnes. He doesn’t believe
storage will be an issue as many Eastern Ontario elevators
have increased storage in the last three years.
Elevators needed to accommodate a faster and a
shorter harvest window and added storage because they
never want to be caught again looking for ways to store
15 to 20 per cent of the crop that is still in the field,

Wilson said. “We should have enough room to keep
everything moving as long as the boats keeping coming
into the ports.”
North Gower Grains elevator owner Dwight Foster
doesn’t foresee any issues this year, even if corn and
soybean yields were to break records. Not only did many
elevators increase storage space but many farmers built
more on-farm bins as well, Foster said.
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Hauling in corn at Embrun in October. (Sandra Clement photo)

Good crop but no bin-buster for corn and soybeans
By Connor Lynch

Maizex Seeds, Great Lakes
Grains, and Statistics Canada were all predicting
record corn and soybean
yields for the province.
Some fields of soybeans
and corn will likely break
records but for most East-

ern Ontario growers, soybeans are above average
and corn is around average.
In Eastern Ontario, most
farmers were finished with
soybean harvest by late
October. Yields varied
but were largely in the
average to above-average
range. Those who were

already hauling in corn
were reporting high test
weights and good yields,
albeit variable ones, with
fields ranging from as low
as 130 bu/ac to 210 bu/ac.
North Dundas area farmer
Josh Jaquemet was about
half done his corn and
soybeans as of Oct. 23.

Both were solid crops,
with soybeans at about 58
bu/ac and corn breaking
180 bu/ac.
It was a good year when
it came to disease and
insect pressure as well.
Vomitoxin is looking like
a non-issue on Eastern
Ontario corn, and white

mold was similarly scarce
on soybeans.
Independent agronomist
Gilles Quesnel said corn
yields are slightly below
average based on the farmers he has spoken to.
Northumberland County cash crop farmer and
elevator operator Peter

Archer was largely done
harvesting corn and soybeans by Oct. 22. His
soybeans were a recordbreaker at close to 70
bushels an acre. Corn was
highly variable but largely
a good crop, though not a
bin-buster, in the 160 bu/
ac range.
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A night-time fire at Spencerville. (Farmers Forum file photo)

Animals are a significant cause of
barn fires, OMAFRA says
Rodents chew wires, gassy livestock corrode sockets
By Connor Lynch

An Ontario working group
digging into the probable
causes of barn fires in the
province is pointing the finger at corroded wall sockets
caused by gassy cows.
The OMAFRA-led
coalition of commodity
groups started digging into
barn fires around four years
ago. “The loss of livestock
was extremely unfortunate
and the impact on families
was huge,” said program
manager for Farm & Food
Care Ontario, Bruce Kelly.
In about half of all barn
fires, finding the cause is im-

possible; fire is very good at
destroying evidence. But the
group turned up a few cases
where the burn left behind
some clues, Kelly said.
Of fires with a known
cause, about 40 per cent
of time the cause was an
electrical system failure.
Sometimes it’s rodents
chewing through wires, but
methane gas from livestock
and manure often corrodes
electrical sockets. Corrosion can be particularly
severe on electrical plugs
and sockets around manure
pits and fans, Kelly said.
Fortunately for farmers,
there are steps they can take.

NEMA 4X-rated sockets are
covered and sealed against
the environment, protecting them from the worst of
the corrosion. Those kinds
of sockets are largely only
available wholesale, but
Farm & Food Care Ontario
is working to get them into
local outlet stores as well.
Barn fires remain an
expensive and chronic issue in Ontario. In 2016,
there were 73 fires with a
combined loss of $25 million. From 2009 to 2016,
the number of fires never
dropped below 56, and the
yearly loss never fell below
$8 million.
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With microphone at left, Kelly Daynard, of Farm & Food Care Ontario, leads urbanites in an Eastern Ontario farm tour last month. (Connor Lynch photo)

Connecting farmers and foodies more important than ever
Advocacy group, Farm & Food Care Ontario, reaches thousands of urbanites
By Connor Lynch

ST. ISIDORE — When Kelly Daynard
started running Farm & Food Care Ontario’s
farm tours 13 years ago, she had a hard time
filling buses. It wasn’t easy finding people
who wanted to spend an entire day visiting
farms. If she got 15 people on a bus, she
figured she’d nailed it.
Now she could easily fill two buses with
40 people on each out of Toronto and still
have a waiting list, she said.
The farm advocacy group’s executive director has led nearly 120 farm tours, connecting so-called food influencers with farmers,
bringing a total of about 3,600 people onto
various farms and food processors across
Ontario. Though they spend much of their
time with consumers, the organization is
funded entirely by farmers, in large part by
seven major farm organizations including
the Ontario Federation of Agriculture and the
Chicken Farmers of Ontario.
In kick-starting the first farm tours, Daynard had her work cut out for her. Farmers

were sometimes reluctant to let a group
of strangers wander on to their farms, and
coaxing out urbanites was a challenge. One
of the earliest guests was Ron Eade, the once
food editor of the Ottawa Citizen. “I think
he told every foodie in Ottawa how much
he learned,” she said. That gave her a lot of
local credibility.
Credibility is practically a mantra for
Daynard. On one of her most recent farm
tours, the group of 40 or so chefs, dietitians
and food bloggers stopped at a chicken farm
at St. Isidore. Nathalie Bourdon-Grenier,
who runs the farm with her husband Gabriel,
also hosted one of the earliest tours, 10 years
ago. She said if it had been anyone other than
Daynard asking, she likely would’ve said no.
Nevertheless, they are not entirely at ease
having strangers in the henhouse. BourdonGrenier also told the group as they boarded
the bus to leave: “Only nice pictures, please.”
The ag-friendly tours are also meant to
answer difficult questions.
The most difficult question Daynard has
ever fielded was chicken related: What hap-

pens to male chicks in the egg sector? They
are, of course, euthanized, but that can be a
difficult thing to explain to an urbanite. Nevertheless, Daynard said, that’s what Farm &
Food Care Ontario is for. “You talk about the
system of humane treatment of livestock. We
talk about the technologies moving forward,
industry moving towards sexing eggs. How
we’re always looking for the next solution.”
Male chicks often end up in mink feed,
Daynard told Farmers Forum. “I love that
there’s a use for them.”
Meeting farmers face to face has a way of
softening blunt truths. For farmers, agricultural is “a business, but also a way of life. I
think once (the guests) get that, they realize
how hard farmers work to make a living,”
Daynard said.
Though the farm tours are a good way to
hit the high-influence people who will carry
the message far and wide, they’re far from the
only work Farm & Food Care is doing. The
regular Breakfast on the Farm event, an idea
poached from Michigan State University in
2013, has seen 10 farms host a total of about

20,000 urbanites.
The Real Dirt on Farming, the group’s
flagship publication, a full-colour magazine
format, has been distributed through city daily
newspapers. There are four million copies
in print. The advocacy group hosts virtual
farm tours on a website where visitors walk
through a farm online. The website gets about
one million visitors a year, she said. Pop-up
events happen regularly. Farm & Food Care
and egg farmers were in Union Station, Toronto’s downtown subway hub, handing out
egg sandwiches to commuters last month
with stickers on them that read: “Thank you
from Ontario farmers.”
The credibility of the farmers and the unscripted interactions between them and consumers is what sells, she said. At that Union
Station event, a backyard chicken farmer got
to talking with Chicken Farmers of Ontario
board member Dianne McComb. Daynard
said McComb told her afterwards: “We had
a lot more in common than we didn’t.”
Are farmers winning the battle? Said
Daynard: “We’re not losing.”
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Proposed dairy policy
could suspend milk pickup
following OSPCA charges
By Tom Collins

The Dairy Farmers of Ontario (DFO) is working on
a policy that could suspend milk pickup if a dairy
farmer has been charged by
the Ontario Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (OSPCA).
Discussions have been
ongoing for about a year.
The proposed policy would
state that producers might
be paid for only eight days
of milk after being charged.
DFO director Nick
Thurler said there will be
checks and balances to
make sure farmers can still
receive money if charges
are not legitimate. If a
farmer is charged, he has
to immediately contact a
third-party expert — the
DFO will provide a list —
to come to the farm to see
if the charge is legitimate.
If the expert determines the
charge is not reasonable,

Nick Thurler

the farmer would continue
to have his milk picked up.
“We won’t take a guy
out of business,” said
Thurler. “But there are going to be consequences if
there is a real issue.”
If a farmer does lose the
pickup and is later found
not guilty, the DFO would
reimburse the farmer for
the missed pickups.
However, farmers are
not charged very often,
said Thurler, adding there
are about 100 complaints
a year but only four or five
charges in the last cou-

ple of years. Thurler said
most cases are resolved
quickly. A six-year-old
deal between the DFO and
OSPCA states that a DFO
field rep must accompany
an OSPCA officer to investigate complaints.
This draft policy stems
from the case in Chilliwack, British Columbia
in 2014 where six farm
workers received jail time
for animal cruelty offences.
The processor, Saputo,
suspended milk pickup because of the bad publicity.
Processors across Canada
are demanding new rules
so they can stop picking up
milk from farms that have
been charged with animal
abuse.
While there is no timeline on when the draft policy would come into effect,
Thurler believes it will go
to the DFO’s policy meeting in the spring before the
changes would begin.
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Canada’s dairy care
program needs consumers
One year after proAction introduced, more needs
to be done to sell the program to Canadians
OSGOODE — With American milk set
to come across the border in even greater
volumes than before, producers and the
Dairy Farmers of Ontario alike agree it’s
time to sell consumers on proAction.
The dairy farm inspection and animal
care program came into effect across the
country last year. Billed as necessary for
consumer confidence in the industry, most
producers in Eastern Ontario have managed the extra paperwork and inspections
without too much difficulty. The program
is similar to Canada Quality Milk, producers said, so most farmers were ready for
proAction.
Osgoode-area dairy farmer Steve
Velthuis didn’t agree, at least for larger
dairy farms. “It’s getting to the point
where the bigger farms almost need a fulltime person to keep track of everything,”
Velthuis said. Overlapping regulations
between CQM and proAction were a
frustration: “Everybody wants their documentation.”
But the bigger frustration for Velthuis
is two-fold: Do consumers even care? And
how can farmers afford to do these quality
programs when the milk price is getting

hurt by international trade deals?
Dairy Farmers of Ontario’s CEO and
general manager Graham Lloyd told a
group of dairy producers — at a meeting in Winchester about the new United
States-Mexico-Canada trade deal — that
the DFO needs to do a better job selling
consumers on the quality of Canadian
milk. “We haven’t done a good job selling
proAction. We need to sell it better.”
Morewood-area dairy farmer Doug
MacGregor agreed that marketing proAction should definitely be part of the milk
marketing scheme, but also wondered if
something more basic might be better.
“You don’t have to venture far into a city,
even one like Winchester, to find people
who’ve never been on a farm or seen a
cow. I don’t know if proAction info is
what they need.”
MacGregor added that meeting program standards was straightforward, since
they’re so similar to CQM.
Most producers were in the same boat.
Of over 1,500 inspections done by the
DFO from Sept. 1 of last year to July
31 this year, only seven producers were
penalized.
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Ontario’s pot industry dominated by corporations, not farmers
Huge conversion costs on greenhouses and licensing lock out farmers
Canada legalized marijuana last month,
and the year leading up to the fateful Oct.
17 date has been rife with speculation,
especially on what market opportunities
there are for farmers.
But it seems that farmers are not likely
to be the ones managing the crops. Though
there’s unquestionably interest in growing
cannabis, the market is dominated by large
companies and corporate greenhouses.
General Manager of the Ontario Greenhouse Growers, Joe Sbrocchi, told Farmers Forum that it’s “pretty widely known

that there’s a whole group of vegetable
growers that are turning over their acreage to cannabis,” though almost none are
abandoning vegetables entirely.
In Kingsville, over a dozen greenhouses have applied to be rezoned, so that
they can grow pot alongside their fruits
and vegetables. But Mayor Nelson Santos
cautioned that most of those greenhouses
might not receive licences at all.
Retrofitting a greenhouse not optimized
for cannabis production is at best an expensive proposition. Sbrocchi pegged it

at $800,000 an acre; not exactly chump
change, considering building the greenhouse might’ve been $1 million an acre.
Leamington-area greenhouse grower
Jay Colasanti said that although he knows
several operations which have switched
over to growing pot, invariably they’ve
partnered with companies which hold the
actual licence.
That’s because the standards for growing pot, whether recreational or medicinal,
require extensive and expensive security
measures to be taken in an indoor facility.

Chatham-Kent area farmer and former
commercial banker Jay Cunningham
summarized it like this: “Whatever you
think it will (cost), multiply it by three.”
He added that banks have been cautious
about investing directly into the market,
meaning that prospective growers looking
for starting capital have to look elsewhere.
This has often meant large companies buying the majority of a greenhouse, providing the licence and capital for upgrades,
where the greenhouse owner provides the
space and the skill set.
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Lindsay couple
sets new giant
pumpkin record
By Tom Collins

WOODBRIDGE —
An Eastern Ontario giant pumpkin grower just
smashed the Canadian record for heaviest pumpkin,
but believes the record will
only stand for a year.
Phil and Jane Hunt at
Cameron, north of Lindsay, had a pumpkin that
weighed 1,959 lb. at the
Woodbridge Fair on Oct. 6,
breaking the old record of
1,877 lb. That same day, a
grower in Alberta had one
that tipped the scales at
1,884 lb.
Hunt says it is only a
matter of time before a
Canadian grows a 2,000-lb.
monster. In fact, it almost
happened this year. The
same day that Hunt set the
record, an Alberta grower
had a pumpkin that weighed
2,255 lbs., but was disqualified because the pumpkin

had a hole in it the size of
a knitting needle. Any type
of hole or splitting of a giant
pumpkin automatically disqualifies the vegetable from
competition to discourage
cheating.
“I think next year
you’ll see 2,000 lb. broken in Canada,” said Hunt.
“There’s no doubt in my
mind. We’re on the verge. ”
The world record is a
2,625.6 lb. pumpkin grown
by a man in Belgium in
2016.
The Hunts have no
farming background. Phil
is a retired dock worker for
a transportation company
while Jane is an accountant. They got into growing
giant pumpkins in 1991
when they saw a story on
the news about a new world
record around 800 lb.
“I said to my wife,
‘We’ll never get a record
in any kind of sport, but we

Phil and Jane Hunt planted only one pumpkin seed this year. It became a Canadian record breaker for weight.

like the garden. Maybe we
should give something like
this a run,’ ” he said.
Hunt almost didn’t grow
a pumpkin this year. The
couple was taking an Alaskan vacation and knew
they wouldn’t be around
for 15 days of critical time
for growing giant pumpkins in May and June.
However, another giant
pumpkin grower, Chris
Lyons, offered to take care

of the pumpkin while the
Hunts were gone. So the
Hunts grew just one pumpkin this year.
Giant pumpkin growers have no secrets among
each other. They openly
share tips and give advice,
and those with success
share their pumpkin seeds
for free with other growers.
While good seeds and
soils are important, the
trick, said Hunt, is in the

water. He feeds the pumpkin 75 gallons a day with
a drip irrigation line so the
water goes directly to the
root. During the drought,
he gave the pumpkin extra
water. Each plant needs a
growing area of about 400
to 1,000 sq. ft.
So how does one get rid
of a giant pumpkin? After
removing all the seeds —
the average giant pumpkin
will yield about 600 seeds,

which are about twice the
size of a normal pumpkin
seed — Hunt will turn
the pumpkin into a giant
jack-o’-lantern, complete
with treble lights as a candle wouldn’t cast enough
light. Afterwards, he gives
the pumpkin to a nearby
farmer to feed his sheep
and goats. In return, the
farmer gives Hunt manure
in the spring to help grow
the pumpkin.
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Lock in your fertilizer for next year
Demand expected to outstrip supply for all of North America by next planting season
By Connor Lynch
NORTH AUGUSTA —
With much of Ontario’s
crop still in the field, fertilizer might not be the first
things on farmers’ minds.
But it should be. A wild
world market has pushed
fertilizer prices way up, and
there’s no telling if they’ll
come down or even stop
rising before the spring.
Locking in prices as
soon as possible is probably farmers’ best bet, said
Ryan Brophy, a certified
crop advisor who runs V6
Agronomy at North Au-

gusta in Leeds-Grenville.
For Ontario farmers, “the
ship has sailed in terms of
cost-effective crop inputs.”
Prices aren’t good right
now, but they’re “absolutely better than (they)
will be in the springtime.”
A variety of factors are
at work on the world markets, mainly tariffs. Low
prices last year took a lot
of production offline, said
Brophy, and it’ll take time
before it comes back. With
soybean prices so low, the
USDA is predicting many
American farmers will
plant corn, not soybeans.

Soybeans don’t use nitrogen but corn uses plenty,
pushing up demand.
High demand and low
supply is a simple equation. Demand is expected
to outstrip supply in North
America by next planting
season.
Brophy said that urea
prices are up by about $200
a tonne from July, when
the climb first began from
near-historic lows. Even
buying in bulk, farmers will
be paying over $600 a tonne
on some markets for urea
and close to $800 on monoammonium-phosphate.

His advice? “Get something in your hand guaranteeing that your product
will be delivered to your
farm when you need it.”
Farmers used to simply
calling their local store for
a refill as they need it can’t
try that next year. There
may not be any.
It’s also worth having a
conversation with a crop
advisor that you trust, he said.
There are alternative products
out there for urea, monoammonium-phosphate, and
potash, he said, and plenty of
them are just as agronomically sound or more so.

McIntosh apple
birthplace up for sale
DUNDELA — The birthplace of the iconic McIntosh apple, an orchard south of Ottawa at Dundela,
is up for sale.
Owner Gerd Skof is selling the 14-acre property, which includes a 3,100 sq. ft. home, several
outbuildings, and three wells, for $875,000. That’s
about $62,500 an acre.
Nearing 80 years old, as is his wife, Skof no longer lives at the property. The nearest hospital is 25
km away, and Skof is concerned about the distance
with their advancing age. Skof, an accountant from
Austria, bought the property in 1987.
The McIntosh apple, though now a recognizable name across the country, was practically an
accidental discovery. John McIntosh, a 19-year-old
New York expat had settled on the property in 1811.
He discovered the characteristically tart apples
while clearing bush. Only one survived a transplant,
and his son cloned it by grafting its stem in 1835.

Looking for Ontario’s great young farmers
Nomination deadline is Jan. 15, 2019
The Ontario Outstanding Young Farmers Program is looking for nominations
for another batch of excellent young
farmers.
To be eligible, farm individuals or
couples between the ages of 18 to 39
must have at least two-thirds of their
gross revenue come from farming.
The nominees will be judged in eight

categories, including environmental
stewardship, production history, oral
interviews and financial and management practices.
Nominations can be found at
ontario.oyfcanada.com/nominations and
are due Jan. 15, 2019. Winners will be
announced in September at Canada’s
Outdoor Farm Show.
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New trade deal raises questions
about Kingston’s infant formula plant
By Connor Lynch

KINGSTON — Kingston’s
infant formula plant may
have to scale back because
of the new United StatesMexico-Canada trade deal,
said Montreal Economic
Institute economist Alexander Moreau.
Construction has started on the $225-million
Chinese-owned plant at
Kingston, partially funded by Ontario taxpayers
through government grant
and loan programs. Feihe
International was planning
to produce infant formula
to ship back to China. In
total, the province, under
the Wynne government,
agreed to spend $4.4 million on the project, saying
it will provide 277 jobs.
The plant expects to
source 75 million litres
of goat’s milk annually
by 2024, which has been
greeted in some cases by
cautious optimism and in
others by outright skepticism by dairy goat farmers.
It would require significant
scaling up of the industry

since Ontario only produced 45 million litres of
goat’s milk in 2016.
The plant was negotiated when Class 7 milk
provided an incentive to
buy Canadian milk ingredients and there were
no limits on exports. But
trade rules changed with
the signing of the United
States-Mexico-Canada
agreement last month. The
deal killed Class 7 milk
and put export limits on
infant formula and other
milk product exports, the
two lynchpins of Feihe’s
business model.
According to CBC
News, the plant was expected to ship as much as
60,000 tonnes of infant
formula once production
was fully underway. That
would exceed the year-two
cap of 40,000 tonnes under
the USMCA.
Federal ag minister Laurence MacAuley’s office
reached out to the CBC last
month to inform them that
Feihe planned to split its
production 50/50 between
cow and goat’s milk. The

USMCA has no provisions on products made
from goat’s milk, letting
the 30,000 tonnes of cow’s
milk formula fit under the
trade limit.
Moreau said that the major issue for the plant’s viability as a business is what
happens with Class 7 milk.
As the only exporter in the
infant formula business,
the existence of Class 7
milk was a big draw for the
company. It’s what “makes
the business competitive.
If we lose the ability to
afford them a lower price,
maybe the project won’t go
forward or won’t be as big
as planned.”
Kingston politicians
were quick to assure people
that the project was going
ahead. CEO of the Kingston Economic Development Corporation told the
Kingston Whig-Standard
on Oct. 12 that “At this
point there is no impact to
their plans.” Mayor Bryan
Paterson noted: “We have
heard very clearly from
Feihe that they are going
ahead.”
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How much was your farmland valued at in 2016?
OTTAWA — The estimated value of
farmland and buildings per acre in Ontario is $9,580, according to an OMAFRA report released last month, based
on Statistics Canada’s 2016 Census of
Agriculture.
The report, Ratio of Rental Rate to
Value, calculated estimated value by
dividing the total market value of land
and buildings by the number of acres.
Halton region leads 49 counties and
regions at $27,306 per acre, while Rainy
River in Northern Ontario is 49th at
$1,038 per acre.
Here are the top 49 counties and
regions:
1. Halton Region: $27,306
2. Peel Region: $26,917

49 regions and counties listed across Ontasrio
3. York Region: $18,650
4. Oxford County: $16,520
5. Niagara Region: $16,265
6. Perth County: $16,232
7. City of Toronto: $15,586
8. Waterloo Region: $15,328
9. City of Hamilton: $13,428
10. Essex County: $12,911
11. Wellington County: $12,376
12. Middlesex County: $12,358
13. Brant County: $11,695
14. Huron County: $11,485
15. Chatham-Kent County: $10,929
16. Durham Region: $10,805
17. Haldimand-Norfolk: $10,384

18. Simcoe County: $10,116
19. Lambton County: $9,749
20. Elgin County: $9,728
21. Dufferin County: $9,440
22. City of Ottawa: $9,222
23. Stormont, Dundas, Glen: $8,710
24. Prescott-Russell Counties: $8,653
25. Bruce County: $7,858
26. Grey County: $7,379
27. Prince Edward County: $6,080
28. Northumberland County: $5,859
29. Greater Sudbury: $5,650
30. City of Kawartha Lakes: $5,223
31. Peterborough County: $5,071
32. Muskoka Region: $4,879

33. Hastings County: $3,976
34. Leeds and Grenville: $3,817
35. Lanark County: $3,615
36. Lennox and Addington: $3,488
37. Renfrew County: $3,162
38. Frontenac County: $3,145
39. City of Thunder Bay: $2,810
40. Haliburton County: $2,791
41. Timiskaming District: $2,348
42. Parry Sound District: $2,079
43. Nipissing District: $2,054
44. Algoma District: $1,885
45. Cochrane District: $1,670

46. Kenora District: $1,627
47. City of Sudbury: 1,626
48. Manitoulin District: $1,263
49. Rainy River District: $1,038
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Dairy judge Bloyce Thompson

Beef judge Cody Green

Royal judges spill the beans on what
they look for in successful cows
By Tom Collins

TORONTO — Sometimes a good showman can impact
judging in conformation classes, said a beef judge at the
upcoming Royal Agricultural Winter Fair in Toronto next
month.
Hampton Cornelius, judge of this year’s Angus show,
said it’s the showman’s job to present his animal to the
best advantage.
“If someone’s not doing that, then you don’t see that
animal at its best,” he said. “I’m not going to hold it against
the person leading, but I’m going to judge the cattle in front

of me. And if one looks better, acts better and I get better
looks at it, then it’s probably going to be more favourably
judged because I get a better look at its best traits.”
Beef judge Cody Green offered that the difference
between a good showman and a bad showman is the difference between his pitching and a Toronto Blue Jays’
pitching.
Three judges share what they are thinking when they
are in the Royal ring.
Judge: Cody Green
Judging category: East National Hereford

Background: From a 500-head Angus cow/calf operation on fifth-generation Arkansas farm
Years judging: 11
Top show previously judged: National Western Stock
Show at Denver, Colorado
Previous years judging at the Royal: 0
What do you look for in a winning cow? “Functionality is probably the number one most important trait. What
I mean by functionality is cattle that have some substance
to them, that look like they’re easy flushing and can survive
out in the real world. I guess people nowadays like show
cattle that are fluffy and pretty and maybe give up a little
muscle to get a little prettier looking ones. In my opinion, a
lot of times when those cattle are kicked out in a real-world
situation, they don’t always become the best milkers and
have some trouble come calving time.”
If two cows were evenly matched, what would be
the deciding factor? “If there are two cattle that are both
Cont’d page A26
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3 judges
Cont’d from page A25
big bodied and good structured and equal
in terms of muscle, the next most important
trait is femininity and having some female
character about them in the head, their
neck, their chest floor and especially their
udder in terms of their teat placement and
size and the way their udder is put together
as well.”
Judge: Hampton Cornelius
Judging category: Angus
Background: Owns Coyote Ridge
Ranch, a Colorado purebred Hereford farm
with 160 pairs
Years judging: 30-plus
Top show previously judged: National
Western Stock Show at Denver, Colorado
Previous years judging at the Royal: 0
What do you look for in a winning
cow? Balance, function, quality, muscle
and volume.
If two cows were evenly matched,
what would be the deciding factor? “I
don’t really believe there’s ever really a
tie. It comes down to personal preference.
It’s a give and take. Depending on how
the day is going and what kind of cattle is
being exhibited, I’m going to try to find
something that will match my previous

Beef judge Hampton Cornelius

division winners so I stay consistent in my
type and kind.”
What’s one thing that can lose the
competition for a cow? “Poor structure
and a lack of balance and quality are pretty

Victoria County Grains
competitive prices and unmatched service

Corn, Soybeans and Wheat
17961 Simcoe St. N. Manilla, ON

www.victoriacountygrains.com
Phone: 705-357-1666
info@victoriacountygrains.com

big factors in cattle I don’t like.”
Judge: Bloyce Thompson
Judging category: TD Canadian 4-H

Dairy Classic
Background: Milks 80 cows at Eastside
Farm Inc. in Prince Edward Island and
was a co-breeder of Eastside Lewisdale
Gold Missy, the supreme champion of
both the World Dairy Expo and the Royal
Winter Fair in 2011. In 2009, Missy was
auctioned for $1.2 million in 2009, only
the second Canadian cow to ever be sold
for $1 million.
Years judging: 27
Top show previously judged: 2013
Royal Red and White Show
Previous years judging at the Royal: 2
If two cows were evenly matched,
what would be the deciding factor? “On
a milking cow, you probably go with the
mammary systems. If it’s a heifer, legs are
very important. Analyze those and maybe
that’s where you’re going to find your
advantage.”
What’s one thing that can lose the
competition for a cow? “She’s not in the
right show condition. A good cow that’s not
quite (right), whether she’s too fresh or too
stale, she might carry excess condition and
might not place as high.”
Do the presenters have an impact on
the conformation show? “No. Obviously,
certain showmen can exhibit the animal
to its full potential a little better. So, an
animal could have a slight advantage if the
handler is really good, but it’s just a slight
advantage.”
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STEVE’S MARKET MINUTE

Corn price depends on exports and is easy to track
Although most Ontario corn producers
go into the fall with at least a portion of
their crop already forward sold, as harvest
progresses and growers have a better sense
of exactly how big their total production
is going to be, there’s always a lot more
selling decisions which need to be made,
and a little more strategizing with regards
to what market signals might trigger those
sales.
The October USDA report did something of a bait and switch for corn market
watchers.
First, they reduced the size of the
expected 2018 production by lowering
yields and holding the line on harvested
acres. Over the month of September, crop
analysts within the United States Department of Agriculture lowered their yield
estimates for the 2018 corn crop from
181.3 bu/ac to 180.7 bu/ac. Six tenths of
a bushel might not seem like much, but on
nearly 82 million acres of corn, it reduces
this year’s total corn production by 49 million bushels. While certainly not a massive
downward adjustment, anything which
reduces corn supply is welcome news to
growers who need to market their crop.
However, under the heading of “every
silver lining has a cloud attached to it,”
the same report also increased their estimate of 2017 crop carry over stocks being

Steve Kell’s
Market Minute
brought forward by 24 million bushels. In
effect, that wiped away half of what the
market stood to gain from the reduction
in yield estimates.
The good news is that the American
government’s analysts anticipate that the
United States will export about 50 million
bushels more corn from the 2018 crop than
they did one year earlier. Really the only
adjustment is demand for U.S. corn over
the past two crop years, and projected
increases in exports and feed usage, with
ethanol, commercial, and food use are
essentially unchanged.
Ontario’s corn demand growth is actually a little more robust than our neighbours to the south. Like the Americans,
Ontario’s livestock numbers are up, which
implies stronger feed demand and the export book out of the Great Lakes terminals

is larger than anything we’ve ever seen
through the fall shipping. Ontario also has
an increase in ethanol demand, which the
Americans do not.
The greatest advantage for corn growers
in a marketplace where experts are forecasting growth in exports and feed, is that
those are the two easiest things for farmers
to track. If the projected surge in corn demand was to come from food use, it’s really
difficult for corn growers to estimate how
much sweetener Ingredion is shipping, or
how many Tostitos’ Frito-Lay is bagging
off. It would take a pretty in-depth study to
figure out how much corn Suncor is selling
as ethanol through their pumps at Sunoco
and Petro-Canada stations. Exports, however, are really easy to track.
Every week, the United States Department of Agriculture releases two reports
which pertain to the speed at which
Americans are exporting corn. The first is
“export sales” which provides indications
of the volume of grain sold to other countries. The second is “export inspections,”
which is built from inspection paperwork
as export vessels are loading. Essentially,
there’s a publicly available weekly update
on how much overseas business is getting
booked, and another one on how fast corn
is actually evacuating the market and
heading to those foreign sales.

If you’re trying to plan corn marketing
for the period of time between now and
when the 2019 crop potential takes over
as the market’s principal driving force, it’s
as simple as monitoring the weekly export
sales and weekly export inspections and
determining if the market is moving corn
out fast enough to have disposed of 2.475
billion bushels over the course of the crop
year. If shipping were to be a linear pattern
all year, it would work out to 47.5 million
bushels per week. But since we tend to
ship heavier under harvest pressure, and
slower when the southern hemisphere
producers are in their harvest, from now
through the start of 2019, corn market
watchers should be looking for weekly
sales in excess of 52 to 55 million bushels
per week or else there will be downward
pressure on prices.
Simply visualize a balance beam scale.
The heavier the export sales number, the
more it will push up price. If weekly exports are light, the weight of a 16.967-billion bushel supply will pull prices back
down. The good news is that it’s intuitively logical, rational, and easy to track:
Three things which markets often are not.
Steve Kell operates a crop farm in Simcoe
County and is a grain merchant for Parrish and Heimbecker Ltd. in Toronto.
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CROP REPORT
As of Oct. 25

Corn

Soybeans

Cereals

Forages
(hay)

Northumberland, Hastings and Prince Edward Counties

TCO Agromart
crop advisor
Larry Hutchinson
@TCoAgromart-Trenton

• Grain corn combining
just nicely started on Oct. 24.
• Moisture was in the 20
per cent range.
• Expect average yields.
• Low levels of vomitoxin
detected

• Slow harvest coming
to completion at the end of
October.
• Yields were very good.
Many growers reported
above-average yields.
• Test weights were excellent, quality was very good.

• Excellent top growth.
• Root reserves should
be adequately built up for
winter dormancy.
• Some areas were extremely dry, only got a few
cuts. Others got three or
four cuts.
• Rainfall was spotty.

(wheats, oats and barley)

• Winter wheat planting was hampered by wet
weather.
• Approximately 80-95
per cent of intended planted
acres were completed as of
Oct. 24.

(Trenton)

RAINFALL

Lindsay

April 1-Oct. 23: 456 mm
Last year April 1-Oct. 23: 617 mm
Long-term average: 507 mm

HEAT UNITS
May 1 to Oct. 18 (-2C) : 3459
Last year May 1 to Oct. 17 (-2C): 3159
Long-term average to Oct.15: 3255

East-Central Ontario

Quality Seeds forage
development specialist
Joel Bagg
@JoelBagg
(Lindsay)

• Combining started lateOctober.
• Moistures were reported
in the 20-25 % range.
• Yield expectations were
variable, but overall above
average.
• Some standability problems as of Oct. 24.
• Vomitoxins a potential
issue to watch for.

• Combining started midSeptember, with about 75 %
complete on Oct. 24.
• Frequent showers created
some frustrating combining
delays.
• Yields were generally
above average as of Oct. 24,
with no quality issues.
• Moistures were quite
variable.

• Fall harvested 3rd- and
4th-cut yields were excellent with good quality.
• 1st- and 2nd-cut yields
were below normal, but
with higher yielding subsequent cuts, most farmers
ended up with adequate
forage inventories.
• Summer seeded oats,
oat-pea mixtures, and Italian ryegrass after wheat
provided good fall yields.

• Winter wheat intended
acreage is up, but the wet
weather and delayed soybean harvest has delayed
planting as we approach
the crop insurance deadline.
• About 75 % soft red,
20 % hard red & 5 % soft
white.
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CROP REPORT
As of Oct. 25

Corn

Forages

Soybeans

(hay)

Cereals

(wheats, oats and barley)

Eastern Ontario

Independent
agronomist
Gilles Quesnel
@GillesQuesnel
(Winchester-based)

• Harvest was 20 % completed as of Oct. 24 with reports of extremely variable,
but overall, below-average
yields.
• Grain corn moisture was
in the low 20s as of Oct. 24.
• The annual provincial
corn ear mould survey points
to low (mostly less than 0.50
ppm) vomitoxin levels.
• We accumulated 3480
CHUs to the middle of October, before the killing frost.

• Harvest was over 85 %
complete as of Oct. 24.
• While some fields yielded less than 10 bu/ac, others
yielded 70+ bu/ac.
• Overall, farm yields
were 5 to 10 bu/ac above
long-term averages.
• In spite of the severe
lack of moisture, yields
were better than expected,
mainly the result of some
timely rains and low disease
pressure.

• Stored hay and haylage
inventories were surprisingly good as of Oct. 24,
given the lack of rainfall.
• High temperatures in
October delayed alfalfa
dormancy. This leaves alfalfa at greater risk of winterkill where a 4th cut was
harvested in the first half
of October, since regrowth
after harvest will have depleted root reserves heading
into winter.

• In spite of the early
start in September, frequent
showers delayed the bulk
of soybean harvest beyond
the winter wheat planting
window.
• Winter wheat planted
in September to early October was showing excellent
growth as of Oct. 24. Spring
cereal performance trial
results will be available at
GoCereals.ca.

Renfrew County

Crop farmer
Larry Reaburn
(Westmeath)

• Corn reached full maturity without a killing frost.
• Test weight was high
with a hand-shelled sample
running 20-22 % moisture.
• Most farmers were happy with their high-moisture
yields.
• Grain corn harvesting
was very limited as of Oct.
24. Yields should be quite
good.

• Soybean harvest is complete.
• Numerous showers delayed combining early on
and made it difficult to get
beans down to 14 %.
• Quality was excellent
with many growers having
their best crop ever.
• Average farm yields of
55 to 60 bushels is not uncommon with some fields
producing up to 70 bushels.

• Good fall growth on
alfalfa stands, with some
farms taking a final cut near
the end of October.
• No shortage of hay or
forages.

• Winter wheat had a wide
range of planting dates.
• First-planted wheat is
around the 4th-leaf stage and
looked good as of Oct 24.
• Some winter wheat
planting was still continuing up to mid month due to
delayed soybean harvest.
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Price trends: Four years of old crop prices at North Gower Elevator

Source: Farm Market News, University of Guelph, Ridgetown campus
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Okay, this is absolutely Maynard’s best,
you know, at this point in time
inappropriate.”
So, like honestly, I mean, how did Trudeau work
very hard at piecing it together? Was he thinking
about it more? Did he start earlier in the mornings?
Skip lunch? Stay up late before going to bed?
Maybe Trudeau and Freeland could rub their eyes
and yawn when they’re telling us that they work very
hard. They always look so well rested and relaxed.
Okay, I guess I’ll end on that note. I do want you
I don’t listen to news talk radio and I seldom watch
Question Period on television. When I do watch
talk shows, I get turned off by the filler words that
are used over and over. There are certain words and
phrases that drive me nuts. They’re overused, they’re
often grammatically incorrect thanks to text speak,
and sometimes they are just completely paradoxical
or make no sense. But people continue to use them
over and over again.
Why can’t people who work in radio and television learn to speak properly? It’s bad enough when
popular sports figures are interviewed. Many of these
highly paid stars mumble away in a monotonous tone
and can’t seem to see beyond the game and winning.
The Ottawa Bureau Chief for CTV National News,
is a bright and very educated woman. Her biography
says she is fluent in French, Spanish, Italian and English. But her chatter is terrible. She can’t construct a
sentence without saying “you know” or “you know,
I mean” or “I mean” and “I guess” and says “okay”
far too often.
Why don’t the bosses at CTV tell her that it’s bad,
you know, to say the words ‘You know’ so often?
Better yet, don’t say them.
There are many words that are overused and
misused. Basically is one such word. I’ve heard it
twice in a sentence. Basically, originally meant “essentially” or “fundamentally” but is now used as
general verbal filler.
Hopefully is another word that is also used far too
often and incorrectly. “Hopefully, the weather will
be nice this weekend.” Say, “I hope the weather will
be nice this weekend.”
Other misused words include: actually, essentially,
totally, really, literally, honestly, unique, awesome,
incredible and absolutely. Try not using these words
and you will see the sentence improve.
Have you noticed that the chairman or president
of an organization you attend will most likely say, “I
guess we’ll get the meeting underway.” Or, “I think
we’ll call the meeting to order.” Say, “The meeting
will come to order.” There’s no need to think or
guess about it.
A phrase that pops up a lot is “equally as”. Something can be equally important or as important as, but
not “equally as important”.
You’ll hear people use the phrase “This point in
time.” What other point is there? There is no such
thing as a point in time. Time moves along all the
time. Say, at this time or at this point.
Some politicians like to say “they are working
very hard” at something. Chrystia Freeland, Canada’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs, uses that term when referring to trade talks. She is always working very hard.
Prime Minister Trudeau tells us he is working very
hard. Sometimes he says he’s working “extremely”
hard. And his government is working very hard.
I saved this odd quote from the PM: “Like I said,
I’ve been working very hard to try and piece it together and even when the editorial came out at the
time, I was fairly confident, I was very confident
I hadn’t acted in a way that I felt was in any way

to know that I work very hard writing these columns
about incredible events and awesome people. Do I
enjoy my work?
ABSOLUTELY!
Maynard van der Galien is a Renfrew area farmer and
agriculture writer. He has, like, a ton of fun writing columns on words and phrases.
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No solutions for dairy in the
‘room of gloom and doom’

I am still so angry that I could spit.
On Oct. 17, a dairy producer meeting
was hosted in St. Isidore by Dairy Farmers
of Ontario’s Graham Lloyd, and local MP
Francis Drouin. With no bucket of tar and
bag of feather waiting outside the door, it
must have seemed safe to enter.
Held in the arena, in a hall I think of
as “the dairy room of gloom and doom,”
more chairs had to be brought in for 200
very unhappy producers who turned up
after working a long day. A few poultry
farmers joined in hoping to understand
the mess our PM and Foreign Affairs
Minister Chrystia Freeland have created
while “protecting” supply management.
Just once I would love to sit there and
receive good news.
News media was excluded as the hosts
wanted nothing leaked. Very much a “for
your ears only” sort of thing. I respect
these wishes.
After addresses by Lloyd and Drouin,
question period ensued with farmer after
farmer voicing displeasure and trying
to figure out who was to blame for not
protecting us. Why support organizations
if they can’t or won’t have our back? The
MP kept insisting more letter writing was
the answer. Really? In among all the piles
of paper work already demanded?

Angela Dorie
Backroads

No one had any solutions. The majority
felt the DFO, Dairy Farmers of Canada
and the federal government led farmers
along and then threw us under the Trumpdriven bus. At one point, we were outright
told that dairy had been sacrificed to obtain
Chapter 11, the dispute mechanism which
Trudeau wanted. Had we been legalizing
pot, we would have succeeded. Ag just
doesn’t count in Ottawa, just a means to
an end.
The compensation package, promised
to be “full and fair” by the people who sold
us out, is being negotiated. Should we trust
them?? Then came the big BUT. it will be
another, expanded Dairy Farm Investment
Program that applied to few and entailed
debt. Not one farmer wanted it then nor
now. Take the money (and $250 million is
not nearly enough) and pro rate it across
our farms per quota holdings.
But this really put it all in perspective,

considering how badly Canadian supplymanaged farms, plus the businesses who
support them, are affected. For the U.S.
dairy industry, it is but a drop in the
bucket.
We heard that our almost 4 % loss of
quota equals less than 1 % of the milk
produced in the USA. Or it is less than the
milk produced by one cow in every U.S.
farm. Really? And for that Trump forced
Trudeau’s hand?
This had nothing to do with helping
the chronic overproduction problem of
American dairy farms and everything to
do with egos. The big bully sitting in a
white house got the boy PM to knuckle
under and do as he wished to the detriment
of Canadian agriculture.
Now, what happens? We have lost more
market — again — plus we have countless
restrictions. Counting all the trade agreements ever made by our PMs over the
years, from WTO, to CETA, CPTPP and
now USMCA, we have lost 18 % of our
quota. Is that fair trade? And we should
trust Trudeau’s and Freeland’s word that
we will be fully and fairly compensated?
Or that our dairy organizations will fight
for what is rightfully ours? No.
In most Canadian provinces and territories, if you peacefully use a piece of
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property legally belonging to another
person for a minimum of 10 years and
they do nothing to remove you, you can
claim squatter’s rights and become owner
of the land.
In the case of dairy quota, farms have
been using, buying, selling and trading it
since about 1972 or 46 years. It is our money
that has paid for it and expanded farms
around it. Farmers have borrowed to buy it
and many still owe on those loans, repaying
them from money the quota earns. Sell your
quota and in your bank’s eyes, your farm
has lost value.
The “full and fair” compensation offered must, therefore, be what the going
market value is and nothing less. Ottawa
must buy the quota they gave away in
trade deals from us or remove all access to
supply managed produce from trade deals
they have signed.
It is time to hire people to represent us
and start a class action lawsuit against the
federal government on the grounds that
they have no rights to OUR quota.
I’m mad as hell and refuse to take it
anymore.
Angela Dorie is an agricultural writer and
a Jersey farmer near Cornwall.

OPINION

November 2018

farmersforum.com A33

Global warming alarmists cried “wolf” too often

Rex Murphy
Guest columnist

Everybody loves the apocalypse. The idea of the end
of the world, the more imminent the better, has always
had enthusiastic popular support. For as long as we’ve
enjoyed life on this delightful Earth, there has been a
morose and righteous sect of one sort or another telling
us the lease was nearly up, the doomsday bailiff coming
any minute now to shut things down. And whether from
the abrasive thrill of the message, or the melodrama of
the scenario, people have lapped it up.
As an attention-getter, The End is Near is right up
there with the fabled cry of “Fire” in a crowded theatre.
Identical really, as claiming the world is about to end
any moment now is the loudest possible cry of “Fire” in
the largest possible theatre of all. The call does gather a
crowd. Under the spell of lunatic prophets belching armageddon, people have done the craziest things — crowded
on mountain tops or gone off into the torrid desert — to
await the end, only, of course, in the end (that never happens) to be disappointed.
Religious pretenders, in particular, have demonstrated
a fondness for the imagery and idea of extinction and
collapse and none quite so gluttonously as the modern
sectarians of the environmental movement. They have
been throwing out scares of population bombs, famine,
extinction, wars, world floods, vast migrations and —
the favourite — imminent and absolute global ecological collapse for decades now. It would take a master of
the abacus to tote up how many “deadlines” and “last
chances” and “tipping points” and “if-we-don’t-actNOW-it-will-be-too-lates” the world has been teased
with, whether from Prince Charles on his private train,
sundry ecological anchorites, or the pursed pious lips of
the “we’re-here-to-save-you, send-in-your-money-now”
megacorp fundraising machines of Greenpeace, the Sierra
Club and all their green ilk.
None however, have more versatility with the alarm
bells of the apocalypse than the assembly of existential
dread known as the IPCC (the United Nations’ Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change). For them, as
Paris was for terse Hemingway, the end of the world is
a moveable feast. For near three decades now they have
held their annual jumbo jamborees. And every year the
news is worse, the threats are greater, and it is always
just a hair’s breadth from being too late. The scene is
always the same. A keening goes around the assembled
multitude of worshippers as a fresh and even more definitive deadline than any of the past 20 or 30 for Saving the
Planet as inscribed in The Book of Climate Revelations.
The IPCC enjoys a delightfully recurrent state of
despair over the world’s imminent collapse, which happily coincides with the release of each annual report.
Things are looking, unsurprisingly, down. 2100 used to
be the final frontier. It’s been moved up some 70 years
to 2030. And we’ve lost half a degree. The new threshold is 1.5, where we used to have the full comforts of a
whole two degrees. Other good news. No one is living
up to their commitments. Even the most sanctimonious
on the subject.
The greener-than-thou Canada of Mr. Trudeau and
Ms. McKenna, it has been noted, is singing all the hymns
in the right key and enjoys a friendly smile from the
preacher, but $10 a tonne, $20 a tonne, even $50 dollars
a tonne won’t cut it. And they know it. To be true to their

own sermonizing, Mr. Trudeau and his Cabinet colleague
would have to deal with the United Nations report that
estimated governments would need to impose effective
carbon prices of $135 to $5,500 per ton of carbon dioxide
pollution by 2030 to keep overall global warming below
1.5 degrees Celsius.
And Canadians will see that when grand pianos take
wing and Donald Trump is invited for a few beers over a
weekend at Harrington Lake to pick up a few tips about
the best restaurants in Mumbai for his next trip to the
subcontinent. The Liberal government’s fabled plan, by
the IPCC reckoning, is actually more of a ploy.
The trouble with apocalypses is that they can’t be
plural. You only get one by definition. Neither can you
set multiple deadlines for Doomsday. It’s a kind of one-

off by nature. Do it too often and people cease to take
notice or even care.
Everyone knows the sad story of Cassandra, the
woman given the gift of true prophecy by the gods and
simultaneously cursed to have no one believe her. The
IPCC’s problem, up to now, is like that but reversed.
Always off, but generously credited. I think that string
has run out. They can play Wagner and whistle the Ride
of the Valkyries all they want from here on. People are
tired of that music, and sick of the band.
Rex Murphy is a National Post columnist. Material
republished with the express permission of Postmedia
Network Inc.
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Remembering rural landlines and the party line news service
It seems everyone I know in the country is struggling
these days with their landline. My sister-in-law has had
the same telephone line for 50 years and the roots of
a maple tree have grown right over it. Talking to her
reminds me of the old days of the party line when you
had to shout to make yourself heard. You can always tell
when the wind is blowing at her place because the phone
cuts out completely after three minutes.
Bell’s service people have been out many times to
diagnose the problem, which is actually pretty simple.
The cables are ancient and need to be replaced all the
way back into town. But that isn’t happening anytime
soon because Bell’s debt to equity ratios are in the same

state as all of the old carriers across the continent. They
simply can’t afford to fix the problem.
My line is no better. Static crackles over every conversation. Bell has never been much help with the problem.
They used to send a fellow out to check the relay box at
the end of the road.
“Full of mouse nests,” he would say and the problem
would get better for a few months. Then he retired and
we learned to clear the mouse nests ourselves. Then the
static became so loud that the mice moved out.
My friends ask why I don’t just give up the landline
and accept that cell phones are the way of the future.
I’m reluctant to do that for a very silly reason. You see,

Dan Needles
Farmer thinking

my number begins with 445 which dates me as one of
the older residents of the community. My landline has
the patina of old age and long service. In a community
that sets rigorous standards for what constitutes a local
resident, I like to think my 445 gives me favoured status.
There’s certainly no other reason to be attached to this
old phone. The service has never been good and the only
people who are willing to listen to my complaints live in
Mumbai. When I first moved up here in 1978, I shared a
party line with four other families. The voice at the other
end of the line often sounded like someone shouting at
you across a ploughed field. We gave up the party line
to get the Internet at the turn of the century, a decision
that I made with great reluctance and now regret bitterly
because I had to abandon the most reliable news service
I have ever known. The last ‘party’ on my line was my
bachelor neighbour, Kenny Jardine, who was joined at
the ear to the widow Helen Kenwell up in Maxwell. Long
before Internet chat rooms, I could log on to The News
with Kenny and Helen every morning just by picking
up the phone. Traffic accidents, barn fires, marriage collapse, coyote predation, new equipment purchases . . .
Kenny and Helen were first with the news and free with
their comments.
I gave up this useful and colourful free service for
the Internet, which turned out to be a pale and lifeless
substitute. Dial-up became obsolete pretty much the day
after it was hooked up. A version of high-speed finally
came to us about eight years ago, but it still won’t deliver a movie reliably on a Saturday night and the news
comes from every part of the globe except the Pretty
River Valley, which is the only area of any interest to me.
Helen and Kenny are both gone now and I have become
dangerously uninformed.
When I was a boy on the farm we had 26 people on
the party line. Information came out of that phone by
the gigabyte. Our farm sat on the area code boundary
between 705 and 519. You could make a local call for
15 miles to the east but a call across the Airport Road
meant a long distance charge. There were two farmers
on opposite sides of that road who devised an ingenious
system to beat the telephone company. They could each
see the other’s barn doors from the front yard and they
invented a semaphore code to send messages back and
forth. Left door open meant I’m coming to you. Right
door open meant you come to me. Both doors open said
‘yes’. Both doors closed said ‘no’. Both doors open and
red flannel underwear hanging from the crossbar meant
“Emergency! Get over here right away!”
It will take that kind of creative thinking to solve the
problem of telephone communication in rural Canada.
It can’t come soon enough for this unhappy customer.

Dan Needles is a writer and the author of the Wingfield
Farm stage plays. He lives on a small farm near Collingwood, Ont. His website is www.danneedles.ca.
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Stewart’s Farm Equipment
Erin, 519.833.9616

O’Neil’s Farm Equipment
Binbrook, 905.572.6714

Reis Equipment
Carp
613-836-3033

Reis Equipment
Renfrew
613-432-4133

Hub International Equipment Ltd.
Lindsay, 705.324.6136

Chas Richards & Sons Ltd.
Stouffville, 905.640.3830

Stratford Farm Equipment
New Hamburg, 519.662.1780
Hub International Equipment Ltd.
Port Perry, 905.982.1500
Reis Equipment
Renfrew, 613.432.4133

Stratford Farm Equipment
Stratford, 519.393.6162
Redtrac International
Vineland, 905.562.4136

Reis Equipment
St. Isidore
613-527-1501

Reis Equipment
Winchester
613-774-2273

Delta Power
Reis Equipment
Chas. Richards & Sons
Ltd.Equipment Anderson
Equipment Sales
Sparta, 519.775.2601
Winchester, 613.774.2273
Stouffville Reis Equipment
Belleville
Stratford Farm Equipment
St. Isidore, 613.527.1501
Woodstock,
519.423.6264
905-640-3830
613-969-6246

Delta Power Equipment
Seaforth, 519.527.0120
Norfolk Tractor
Simcoe, 519.426.1090

NEW MODELS
FOR 2019

FARMALL UTILITY
55A, 65A AND 75A

Stoltz Sales & Service
Listowel, 519.291.2151
Stoltz Sales & Service
Mildmay, 519.367.2672

SEE US TODAY!

Delta Power Equipment
Essex, 519.776.5238
Delta Power Equipment
Exeter, 519.235.2121

Farm Supplies
Ltd.
Kucera Group
Power EquipmentEquipment Ltd.
Hub Church’s
International
Equipment
Ltd.Chatham HubDelta
International
Barrie, 705.458.0870
Chatham, 519.351.4300
Forest, 519.786.5335
Lindsay Stoltz Sales & Service
Port Perry
Anderson Equipment Sales
Doughty & Williamson
Belleville, 613.969.6246
Jarvis, 519.587.2273
705-324-6136 Elmira, 519.669.1561
905-982-1500

Brant Tractor
Brantford, 519.449.2500
Reis Equipment
Carp, 613.836.3033

Kucera Group Alvinston
Alvinston, 519.898.2961
Stratford Farm Equipment
Arva, 519.659.0429

See your local Case IH dealer for great offers on Case IH equipment!

All rights reserved. Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries,
owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. www.caseih.com

At 2300 RPM rated engine speed

The new models build on a versatile lineup that
can be used for chores around small farms, rural
estates, large mixed farms, and commercial or
municipal applications. The Farmall utility 55A,
65A and 75A models include added benefits like
improved cab comfort while providing the same
reliable, fuel-efficient horsepower and multitasking
flexibility that have made them a popular choice
for almost a century.

No matter the job, you need a tractor that’s adaptable enough to meet the needs of your operation.
That’s why Case IH is adding to the Farmall® tractor legacy by introducing three new Farmall utility
A models. Ranging from 55 to 75 horsepower1,
they provide the kind of performance you’re used
to without breaking the bank.

OFFERING IMPROVED UTILITY AND CAB COMFORT

NEW MEMBERS JOIN THE FAMILY
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Brendan Velthuis: Page B10

Livestock & News

Eastern Ontario’s leading farm newspaper

SECTION B

Velthuis: Family
of champions

Steven Velthuis: Page B2

Son wins at Metcalfe 4-H Show; father wins at East-West Holstein show

Recordbusting
4-H
lamb
The champion market lamb sold for an incredible $33 per lb. a 4-H auction record at the Metcalfe Fair. See page B8 (Barnyard Girls photo).
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Velthuis
has faith
Cow wins
third major
show this
year
By Tom Collins

METCALFE — An Eastern Ontario dairy farmer
says he is keeping the faith
when it comes to his grand
champion cow.
S t e v e Ve l t h u i s o f
Velthuis Farms at Osgoode, part of rural south
Ottawa, says while he
has had significant offers
for Willows-Edge Atwod
Faith, he has no plans on
selling her. The four-yearold cow was named grand
champion at the Maxville
Holstein Show in June and
the Ontario Summer Show
at Lindsay in July, and was
reserve grand champion
at the Supreme Holstein
Show at Saint-Hyacinthe,
Que. in August. In October, she came fourth

Marianne Jensen shows the grand champion cow at the Eastern Ontario-Western Quebec Holstein Show at Metcalfe on Oct. 11. It was the cow’s
third big win of the year. The cow is owned by Steve Velthuis, of Osgoode. Two weeks earlier Velthuis’s son Brendan showed the champion heifer
at the 4-H Regional Championship, also held at Metcalfe. (Tom Collins photo)

in her heat at the World
Dairy Expo, travelled 24
hours back home and was
crowned grand champion five days later at the
Eastern Ontario- Western
Quebec Holstein Show at
Metcalfe.
Despite all the success
this year, Velthuis believes
Faith hasn’t yet reached
her peak.

“She’s a cow that has
only gotten better with
age,” said Velthuis, who
purchased Faith for
$30,000 a year ago at the
World Dairy Expo after
watching the show on his
TV at home. “She’s got
wonderful things ahead of
her. I’m very encouraged
about her calving out as a
five-year-old.”

Velthuis also gave credit to the East-West show’s
reserve grand champion,
Hendercroft Fever Bazooka, a cow bred and owned
by Ashton’s Herb Henderson. Bazooka, who scored
96 points in classification
in October, won the EastWest show last year.
“It all comes down to a
judge’s preference,” said

Velthuis. “There are people that would have picked
Herb’s cow to be grand. At
the end of the day, it was a
real good pair of cows at
the top.”
Here are some of the
results from this year’s
East-West show.
Grand champion: Willows-Edge Atwod FaithET, bred by Hendrik W.
Van Dyk at New Richmond, Wisconsin, U.S.,
owned by Bert, Ann, Paul
and Steven Velthuis of
Velthuis Farms Ltd. at Osgoode, Ont.
Reserve: Hendercroft
Fever Bazooka, bred by
and owned by Herb Henderson of Ashton, Ont.
Honourable mention:
Jeanlu Stanleycup Alexis,
bred by Ferme J.P. Poulin & Fils at St. Georges
Ouest, Que., owned by
Michael, Thea, and Emma
Farlinger of Signature Holsteins at Morrisburg, Ont.
Premier breeder: Herb
Henderson
Runner-up: Ferme Lolisee, owned by Michel
Guay & Linda Latulipe at
Chatham, Que.

Premier exhibitor:
Herb Henderson
Runner-up: Ferme Lolisee
Junior champion: Garay Doorman Blind Date,
bred by Gaspar Fillion at
Saint-Sébastien-De-Frontenac, Que., owned by
Brian Joseph Enright at
Winchester, Ont.
Reserve: Kirklea Jacoby Bubblegum, bred by
Robert D. MacDonald at
Dalkeith, Ont. and Bethany
MacDonald at Dalkeith,
Ont., and owned by Robert
D. MacDonald, Bethany
MacDonald and Rob Heffernan at Hastings, Ont.
Honourable mention:
Winright Gold Chip Explosion, bred by Brian Joseph
Enright and Jamie and
Petra Black of Jaquemet
Holsteins at Winchester,
Ont.
Junior herd: Brian Joseph Enright
Junior premier breeder: Brian Joseph Enright
Runner-up: Peter Rylaarsdam at Winchester,
Ont.
Junior premier exhibitor: Brian Joseph Enright

Steve Velthuis celebrates with Marianne Jensen.
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EAST-WEST HOLSTEIN SHOW

Dam-daughter combo
scores rare Holstein high
ASHTON — An Eastern Ontario farmer
made Holstein history last month when a
cow matched her mom’s 96-point score.
Herb Henderson of Hendercroft Holsteins at Ashton, east of Carleton Place,
bred Hendercroft Lheros Gumball, who
scored EX-96 in 2010. Her daughter,
Hendercroft Fever Bazooka, also bred by
Henderson, scored 96 points last month,
Holstein Canada reported. The point sys-

tem is an evaluation of a cow’s physical
structure. Higher scoring cows make more
milk and are more profitable.
How rare is this? Only 38 Holsteins
have ever hit the 96-point mark in Canada,
and only 23 of them have ever produced
excellent daughters. This is the first time
a dam-daughter combination has each
reached 96 points. Holstein Canada classifies about 250,000 cows each year.

Herb Henderson at the Eastern Ontario-Western Quebec Holstein Show on Oct. 11. He was
premier exhibitor and cow, Hendercroft Fever Bazooka (above), recently scored 96 points.

Judge Mike West examines a five-year-old, owned by Signature Holsteins of Morrisburg, at the Eastern Ontario-Western Quebec show last month at Metcalfe where farmers
showed more than 170 head. (Tom Collins photos)
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Blair Weeks shows one of three junior females, owned by Matt Enright, of Winchester, at the World Dairy Expo.

Winchester farm has top junior group
of three at World Dairy Expo
By Tom Collins

MADISON — An Eastern
Ontario dairy farmer’s lastminute decision to show
heifers in the group of three
junior females at the World
Dairy Expo last month paid
off as the farm took home
first place.
Matt Enright — who
runs Winright Holsteins
at Winchester with his
parents, Brian and Audrey, and his wife, Erica
— said while the farm had

registered to show in the
group of three, he wanted
to first wait to see how the
heifers did in their respective classes. If only one
showed well, he wouldn’t
have shown in the group
of three.
“All three heifers did
well, so we knew we could
have a nice uniform group,”
said Enright, adding that it
was his first time taking
their own group of heifers. “We’ve only taken a
couple to Madison before,

and usually with a partner.
We’ve had the best year
we’ve ever had this year,
so we wanted to participate
(at Madison) with our own
heifers.”
Two of the three heifers
have had excellent years.
Winright Beemer Baby Enthem was junior champion
at the Supreme Holstein
Show at Saint-Hyacinthe,
Que. in August, was top
junior yearling heifer at the
Eastern Ontario Western
Quebec Holstein Show at

Metcalfe on Oct. 11 and
was third spring yearling
heifer at the World Dairy
Expo.
Meanwhile, Winright
Gold Chip Explosion won
intermediate yearling at the
supreme show, was junior
honourable mention at the
East-West show and was
sixth in the winter yearling
heifer class at the World
Dairy Expo. She was also
honourable mention junior
champion at the Maxville
Show on June 23.
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Braedale Goldwyn named top sire at World Dairy Expo for 10th time
MADISON, WISCONSIN — A bull that was bred in
Eastern Ontario and has produced about 3,400 excellent daughters in Canada was named premier sire at the
Holstein show at the World Dairy Expo for the 10th time.
Braedale Goldwyn was bred by Braedale Holsteins
at Cumberland, Ont. in 2000 and died in 2008. In 2012,
the grand, reserve, honorable mention, intermediate, reserve intermediate and honorable mention intermediate
champions at the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair were
all Goldwyn daughters. He has sired 3,415 excellent
daughters in Canada as of Oct. 16, according to Holstein
Canada. The bull with the second-highest number of
excellent daughters is Gillette Windbrook with 1,283.
The Walrus magazine reported that one of Goldwyn’s
ejaculations — collected by Semex three times a week —
produced up to 500 straws. The magazine said Goldwyn
straws were priced at $100 each in 2006. That meant
$7.8 million worth of straws was produced by Goldwyn
in 2006 alone.
Semex sold out of Goldwyn straws years ago, so the
only ones still available are through private sales. The
current market price is about $400 to $600 per straw. At
its peak a few years ago, straws were selling as high as
$800 to $1,000. The average straw sells for about $30
to $40 each.
Here are some of the Ontario cattle that finished in the
top five in their class at this year’s World Dairy Expo:
HOLSTEIN
Fall heifer calf
5th: Kampy Corvette Gretchen, bred by Derrek and
Darren Kamphuis at Brandon, Wisconsin, and owned by
Matt and Tyler Yates of Aleah Farms at Beaverton, Ont.,
Gord, Pauline, Morgon and Ethan McMillan of Kingsway Farms at Hastings, Ont. and Werrhurst Holsteins
at Oshawa, Ont.

Spring yearling heifer
3rd: Winright Beemer Baby Enthem, bred by Jamie
and Petra Black of Jaquemet Holsteins at Winchester,
Ont. and Brian Joseph Enright at Winchester, Ont., owned
by Brian Joseph Enright
Fall yearling heifer (not in milk)
2nd: Beckholm Doorman Trish, bred and owned by
Terry Beckett of Beckholm Holsteins at Sunderland, Ont.
Junior three best females
1st: Brian Joseph Enright at Winchester, Ont.
Yearling heifer in milk (must have freshened)
2nd: Hodglynn Beem Me Up, bred and owned by
Hodglynn Holsteins at Kincardine, Ont. and Chris, Ryan
and David Steven of Little Star Holsteins at Watford, Ont.
Four-year-old cow
4th: Willows-Edge Atwod Faith-ET, bred by Hendrik
W. Van Dyk at New Richmond, Wisconsin, U.S., owned
by Bert, Ann, Paul and Steven Velthuis of Velthuis Farms
Ltd. at Osgoode, Ont.
Best three females
3rd: Kingsway Farms
State herd:
3rd: Ontario Holstein breeders
RED AND WHITE
Yearling heifer in milk (must have freshened)
3rd: Apple-Pts Aysha-Red-ET, bred by Apple Partners
LLC at Durango, Iowa, owned by Kingsway Farms at
Hastings, Ont.
JERSEYS
Spring heifer calf
3rd: Beslea Austen Matthews, bred and owned by
Chris and Brianne Brown of Beslea Farms Ltd. at Yarker,
Ont.
4th: Avonlea Keeper At Burntwood, bred and owned

by Andrew, Jennifer, Taylor and Will Vander Meulen, and
Jim and Liz Livock of Avonlea Genetics Inc. at Brighton,
Ont. and Edward Facer
Fall heifer calf
3rd: Josclaud Victorious Pixar, bred by Jacques Parent and Linda Boutin of Ferme Josclaud at St-Honore de
Shenley, Que., owned by Christie Prins of Pryme Farms
Inc. at Brighton, Ont.
Spring yearling heifer
4th: Beslea Velocity Lion, bred by Beslea Farms at
Yarker, Ont. and Kingsdale Jersey Farm, owned by
Beslea Farms
Junior two-year-old cow
1st: Pleasant Nook Apple Dumpling, bred and owned
by Rob and Julie Eby of Pleasant Nook Jerseys at Ayr,
Ont.
Senior two-year-old cow
2nd: Avonlea Venom Keep Me Klose-ET, bred and
owned by Avonlea Genetics
Junior three-year-old cow
5th: Pleasant Nook Premier Jellyroll, bred and owned
by Pleasant Nook Jerseys
Five-year-old cow
1st: Avonlea Premier Chocolate Chip, bred and owned
by Avonlea Genetics Inc.
Six-year-old & older cow
4th: Pleasant Nook Tequila Daiquiri, bred and owned
by Pleasant Nook Jerseys
Lifetime cheese production cow
3rd: Marlau Socrates Arcadios-ET, owned by Cybil
Fisher at Green Bay, Wisconsin, Patty Jones at Puslinch,
Ont. and Avonlea Genetics
4th: Pleasant Nook Action Frisky, bred and owned by
Pleasant Nook Jerseys
Best three females
2nd: Pleasant Nook Jerseys
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Naughtys Secret wins
Autumn Opportunity
By Tom Collins

ORANGEVILLE — Matt
Yates says he always knew
there was something special about Aleah Millen
Naughtys Secret.
“From day one when she
was born, we knew she was
a better kind of animal,”
said Yates. “She’s a laidback cow that loves to eat
and make milk.”

Naughtys Secret — bred
and owned by Matt and
Tyler Yates of Aleah Farms
at Beaverton in Durham
County and Jason Millen
of Millen Farms at Omemee in Kawartha Lakes
— was nominated as an
All-Canadian as a calf and
as a senior two year old. She
added to her victories by being named grand champion
at the Autumn Opportunity

at Orangeville in Dufferin
County on Oct. 17.
“We’re still in shock,”
said Yates, adding the
fact that Naughtys Secret
is home-bred makes the
victory even better. “We
were really happy with
the way she got ready for
(the show). You just keep
your fingers crossed on the
day that everything comes
together.”

Heifer sells for $4,900
at annual Simmental sale
By Tom Collins

METCALFE — A bred heifer sold
for $4,900 at the annual Stars of
the Valley Sale at Metcalfe, a part
of suburban Ottawa, on Oct. 13.
Lorolin Ms. Ellie, consigned
by Loraline Simmentals from Verona, Ont., sold to Virginia Ranch
in Alberta.
Donovandale Fancy Pants, a
calf consigned by Donovandale
Farms at Ashton near Ottawa, sold
for $4,400 to Lacombe’s Farm at
Maxville, Ont.

In total, 37 lots averaged
$2,576, with purchasers from
New York, Alberta, Quebec and
Nova Scotia.
Julie Denison of the Ottawa
Valley Simmental Club, which
has held the sale for more than 30
years, said Eastern Ontario Simmental cattle have a reputation at
show rings across Canada.
“Simmentals are set apart by
their maternal abilities, which are
second to none,” she said. “The
milk they put out equals more
pounds in the fall on their calves.”

PetersenCustomFarming.ca

Licensed Grain deaLer,
TruckinG and saLes
• Forward Contracting • Seed Sales • Custom Work • Highway Tractor and End Dump
Trailer • Hauling of Commodities • Long and Short Hauls to Quebec & Ontario • Sand
and Gravel and Topsoil Available • Lawn Seed Sales

6475 DALMENY RD,

OSGOODE, ONTARIO

613.826.3224
ivan.petersen@xplornet.ca
CELL 613.229.0708
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A full house at Hoard’s Station for the Autumn Prestige sale on Oct. 13.

Two heifers sell for $5,500 each at Charolais sale
By Tom Collins

CAMPBELLFORD — Two top-selling
Charolais bred heifers sold for $5,500 each
at the 9th annual Autumn Prestige Sale at
Campbellford on Oct. 13.
PALE Miss Rome 5E, consigned by
Ferme Palerme at Gatineau, Que. sold
to DRD Charolais in Sintaluta, Sask.
While Blackbern Dance 38D, consigned
by Blackbern Farms at Foresters Falls in
Renfrew County, sold to Double T Farms
at Shawville, Que.
Whitewater Fiesta 13F was the top-selling
heifer calf. Consigned by Whitewater Livestock at Haley Station in Renfrew County,

she sold for $5,000 to DRD Charolais.
In total, 50 lots averaged $3,633.
Charolais is the third most common
beef breed in Canada by registrations behind Angus and Simmental, and interest in
the breed is growing, said sale chair Kirby
Hakkesteegt.
“The breed itself is designed as a performance breed,” he said. “The bulls are
sought after for a cross for British style
cows (such as Hereford, Limousin or
Black Angus). Those cross-bred calves
do extremely well in the feedlot with the
Charolais influence in them. You cross
them up with anything, and they’ll bring
dollars back to the producer.”
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METCALFE 4-H SHOW

Willy Rasa, of Willy’s Electric, wearing the Pioneer baseball cap, at left of auctioneer
James Stewart, along with custom operator Jeremy Nixon, had the winning bid for the
champion market lamb at 4-H Steer and Lamb auction at the Metcalfe Fair.
(Barnyard Girls Photography photo)

Lamb sells
for record
high at
Metcalfe
Fair
By Tom Collins

METCALFE — Isabelle
Nadeau stood in the auction
ring at the Metcalfe Fair on
Sept. 29, showing off her
lamb that was crowned 4-H
regional champion earlier
that day, wondering what
was going on as the price
kept rising.
“I was thinking, ‘Okay,
it’s going to stop there, it’s
going to stop now,’ ” said the
12-year-old Isabelle, who
lives at Oxford Mills just
outside of Kemptville. “But
it just kept going and going.”
There was a charge of
excitement in the crowd
as the bids kept coming.
Isabelle couldn’t help but
show all her teeth in a
huge smile, something
auctioneer Erin James used
to drive up the bidding. As
the price hit $25, James,
waving an arm to her right,
shouted at Isabelle: “Keep
smiling in that direction.”
The standing-room only
crowd burst into applause
at the end of the riveting
five minutes of action as
Isabelle’s lamb sold for a
record $33 a pound to Jer-

Isabelle Nadeau with her grand champion 4-H lamb.

emy and Heather Nixon at
North Gower and Willy’s
Electric at Nepean. That
means the total for the 112
lb. lamb was $3,696. The
duo have purchased the
champion lamb for at least
the past five years.
The price was much
higher than what Isabelle
was expecting. After that
day’s lamb show, someone
said the lamb might sell for
as high as $25 a pound.
Usually the champion lamb
sells for $20 to $25 per
pound, with some years
reaching as high as $27
per pound.
This was the first time
Isabelle showed a market
lamb in her three years
at the Metcalfe Fair. Her
previous years, she showed
breeding ewes. She plans
to show another market
lamb next year.
The reserve champion lamb, owned by Darren McCord in Carleton

County, sold for $16.50
per pound. The average
sale price for the 21 lambs
— not including the champions — was $6.93 per
pound.
The champion steer,
owned by Darren McNeely
in Carleton County, sold
to James Auction Services
for $4.25 per pound, costing more than $5,500 for
the 1,310 lb. animal. The
reserve champion steer,
owned by Morgan MacIntrye in Carleton County,
sold for a slightly-higher price of $4.50 per lb.,
selling for just more than
$5,800 for the 1,445 lb.
animal.
The average price for
the 11 steers — not including the champions — was
$3.09 per lb.
This year, the 4-H members donated two per cent
of the selling price to the
Dunrobin Tornado Relief
Fund and CHEO.
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METCALFE 4-H SHOW

METCALFE — Here is a list of winners of the different
4-H shows at the Sept. 30 Metcalfe Fair.
4-H Dairy Regional Show
Champion showperson: Tamara Hamilton, Russell
County
Reserve: Katie Babcook, Frontenac County
Honourable mention: Cooper Smith, Prescott County
Champion Jersey heifer: RJF Engineer Maple, shown
by Clarrisa McCallum, Frontenac County
Reserve: Lookout Reviresco VaVoom, shown by Cassidy
Porteous, Dundas County
Champion Ayrshire heifer: Mapleburn Dempsey Tiguanna, shown by Graceson Bergeron, Russell County
Reserve: Larch Farm Raakel, shown by Patrick Daoust,
Stormont County
Champion Holstein heifer: Fleury Douglas Lisaly,
shown by Brendan Velthuis, Carleton County
Reserve: Riverdown Doorman, shown by Logan Merrett,
Carleton County
Honourable mention: Riverdown Atwood Jiggajoyride,
shown by Megan Morrison, Carleton County
Champion dairy heifer: Fleury Douglas Lisaly
Reserve: Riverdown Doorman Abrooklyn
Honourable mention: Riverdown Atwood Jiggajoyride
4-H Beef Heifer Show
Grand champion beef showperson: Dawson Pinkham,
Carleton County
Reserve: Meghan Foubert, Dundas County
Champion Hereford heifer: NBG 11X Miss Ella 28W
4E, shown by Rebecca Hess, Carleton County
Reserve: APH 94B Miss Roxy 7E, shown by Emmitt
Irvine, Grenville County
Champion Simmental heifer: Hill Ella E64, shown by
Morgan MacIntyre, Carleton County
Reserve: Fusion Fancypants, shown by Hope Pinkham,
Carleton County
Champion Aberdeen Angus heifer: Smelser Miss Morgan, shown by Meghan Foubert, Dundas County
Reserve: Cedarview Miss Tiffany 9F, shown by Kaitlin
Cavanagh, Carleton County
Champion Shorthorn heifer: OCG Cherry Bomb 10E,
shown by Owen Grundy, Grenville County
Reserve: OCG Southern Belle 16F, shown by Camryn

The champion steer, owned by Darren McNeely, of Carleton County, sold for $4.25/lb. at the Metcalfe 4-H auction on
Sept. 29. (Patrick Meagher photo)

Grundy, Grenville County
Champion other beef breeds: Red Rocks Elder Flower,
shown by Gracie Hamilton, Grenville County
Reserve: Red Rocks Eclipse, shown by Teegan Hamilton,
Grenville County
Champion commercial beef: Oreo, shown by Justin
McLaughlin, Grenville County
Reserve: APH Miss Golden 10E, shown by Tiffany
Throop, Grenville County
Supreme champion beef heifer: OCG Cherry Bomb
10E
Reserve: Hill Ella E64
Honourable mention: Oreo

Regional 4-H Championship Sheep Show
Grand champion sheep showperson: Jordan Schoenfeldt, Renfrew County
Reserve champion sheep showperson: Taylor Bazinet,
Carleton County
Champion market lamb: Shown by Isabelle Nadeau,
Grenville County
Reserve: Shown by Darren McCord, Carleton County
Honorable mention: Shown by Keiran Bazinet, Carleton
County
Champion breeding ewe lamb: Shown by Kinly Rice,
Renfrew County
Reserve: Shown by Emma Acres, Carleton County
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Velthuis
makes it
back-toback wins at
Metcalfe Fair
By Tom Collins

METCALFE — Looking for a good pedigree
— mixed with great dairy
quality and femininity — in
an animal at the start of the
showing season is the best
way to help increase your
odds of a successful show,
according to the leadsman
of the champion dairy heifer
at the 4-H Dairy Regional
Show at the Metcalfe Fair
last month.
Brendan Velthuis of
Velthuis Farms Ltd. at Metcalfe was showing Fleury
Douglas Lisaly, a junior
yearling heifer that was
purchased by the farm just
before last year’s Royal.
“Her side profile is definitely a talking point,” he
said. “She walks on an exceptional set of feet and

Brendan Velthuis, of Osgoode, had the champion
dairy heifer at the Regional 4-H Show at Metcalfe. Two
weeks later his father, Steve Velthuis, showed the grand
champion at the Metcalfe East-West Holstein Show.

legs and carries great dairy
strength up to her front
end.”
This is the second year
in a row that Velthuis has
led the grand champion at
Metcalfe.
Velthuis’ sister, Nicole,
who was showing Velthuis
Atwood Prada, won her

heat and came fourth for
champion Holstein heifer.
Brendan said there is no
sibling rivalry when they are
in the ring, adding that while
they both hope for the best
for each other in the show
ring, “It’s definitely good
to be competitive amongst
each other.”
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Your Garage Door Specialist in Eastern Ontario!
Tamara Hamilton won her second big 4-H show of the year on Sept. 29. (Tom Collins photo)

Metcalfe Fair champion showperson
gives credit to her pit crew
By Tom Collins

METCALFE — The champion showperson at this
year’s 4-H Dairy Regional
Show at the Metcalfe Fair
says she is too busy helping younger kids get their
calves ready for the show
to be nervous once she hits
the ring.
“Whenever I’m doing a
show, if I focus on everyone
else, I don’t get nervous
before I go in,” said Tamara
Hamilton, whose family
runs Hamildale Farm at Russell, about 30 minutes southeast of downtown Ottawa.
“I’m not thinking about it. I
just do it.”

As she is too busy helping
others, she also counts on
others to help her get her calf
ready, comparing them to a
pit crew in a Nascar race.
The driver may get the glory,
but the pit crew is absolutely
necessary to be successful.
“I couldn’t have done
anything I did this year without the people in the background,” said the 22-yearold. “Everybody is coming
up to me (after the win) and
freaking out, and I’m like ‘I
don’t even know what I did
yet. Just hold on.’”
This is Hamilton’s last
year for showing in 4-H,
but she hopes to become a
club leader next year. Cur-

rently in her last year of
environmental science at
the University of Guelph,
Hamilton has been stacking
up the victories this year,
also being named grand
showperson at the EastGen
showcase in Spencerville
in August.
But even with these wins,
she is not going into the
Royal overconfident. She
says with a new judge, new
location, brighter lights and
a bigger calf, anything can
happen on show day.
“I love when my calf gets
out and looks good, but I
never ever think I’m going
to win,” she said. “I don’t
expect any of this.”

Top quality • Best price

1(800)461.3121

i n f o @ t h e d o o r c o m p a n y. c a
WWW.THEDOORCOMPANY.CA

38 Years in business
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Easy, effective tests to check
the health of a cow
As I have written before, dairy cow production and health
has improved to such an extent that major diseases that
impact production are now as likely to be ‘subclinical’ as
they are to be clinical. By subclinical, I mean that it is not
easy to see that a cow or calf is sick. You might only find
out that it is sick by doing some sort of test. The oldest
test that we still use today is the California Mastitis Test,
an old standby to find quarters with subclinical mastitis. It
has all the attributes of a great test: it is cheap, convenient,
easy to use and fairly accurate.
Another great test that is commonly used is the BHB
test to detect subclinical ketosis. BHB stands for betahydroxybutyrate. The BHB test replaced the milk ketone
test as a way to find cows with subclinical ketosis. Cows
with subclinical ketosis often have reduced production
and are more likely to get other fresh cow diseases. The
BHB test is widely and often routinely used now to detect
ketosis early so cows can be treated more effectively.
There are guidelines on which cows to test and when to
test so dairy farmers get the most efficient return on their
investment in testing.
Another subclinical disease that is very common in
older cows and in some fresh heifers is subclinical hypocalcemia — blood calcium is low but not necessarily low
enough for cows to go down with clinical hypocalcemia,
milk fever. Veterinarians started paying attention to subclinical hypocalcemia (SCH for short) a few years ago.

Only the
crème de
la crème
will do

For all your business needs
Turn to Collins Barrow for objective, actionable
advice to help you maximize opportunities in
virtually every area of your business.
With specialized expertise in the dairy
industry, our professionals work closely
with you to develop optimal solutions
that meet your unique accounting,
tax and advisory needs.
Look to Collins Barrow, Chartered
Professional Accountants, to help
your business rise to the top.
collinsbarrow.com/creme

Audit | Tax | Advisory

Dr. Robert Tremblay
Veterinarian

Research had found that cows with SCH at freshening
were more likely to go on to have other health problems
like DA’s, RP’s, ketosis and metritis. There is evidence
that cows with SCH may also be less productive.
It is not very easy or convenient to test for SHC. You
need to test blood and you need to test the blood quite
soon after you take the sample. The machine that detects
blood calcium is not very portable so vets wouldn’t usually get results right away.
A few years ago, researchers at Cornell University
started to work with a company to see if they could
develop a machine to test blood calcium that could
be used in barns similar to the little meters that are so
convenient to test cows for ketones/BHB. After quite a
wait, it seems as if that calcium meter might be close to
becoming a reality.
The company that makes a blood calcium test meter

had it on display at a conference that I attended at the
end of August. It is intended to be used in barns. The
company planned to have it available in North America
in the fall of 2018. The calcium meter will work a little
differently than the ketone meter. The ketone meter uses
little test strips to detect BHB. The calcium meter does
not use test strips but it does use test solutions. The test
solutions are needed to make sure that the calcium meter
is measuring accurately. Replacing test strips is part of
the costs for using the BHB meter; replacing the calibration fluids as they get used up will be part of the costs of
using the calcium meter. Still it will be difficult to beat
the convenience of being able to measure blood calcium
right in the barn. It could be used on cows with clinical
milk fever, not just cows with SCH.
Getting a quick and easy way to test cows for low
blood calcium will be a big help to becoming better able
to manage fresh cows and close up dry cows. Like all
new technologies, though, there will likely be a learning
period. We’ll need to figure out the best time to test cows
and the level of blood calcium where we’ll need to be
concerned and take action.

Dr. Robert Tremblay is a veterinarian for BoehringerIngelheim and lives near Guelph.
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Livestock Sales
Reports for Feb. 21 - 27.
Sales of 10 head or more.

HOARDS
#Head $Avg Cwt Avg wt lb
Cows, All Weights
84
$48.29
1,421
Veal Calves
Over 600 lb.
25
$116.90
693
301 - 450 lb.
32
$163.39
388
126 - 300 lb.
32
$99.69
175
125 lb. and less
48
$51.00
103
Large and Medium Frame
Stocker Steers
400 - 499 lb.
34
$196.90
465
500 - 599 lb.
57
$189.79
553
600 - 699 lb.
50
$183.49
642
700 - 799 lb.
13
$162.60
744
Large and Medium Frame
Stocker Heifers
400 - 499 lb.
32
$143.50
460
500 - 599 lb.
33
$147.10
542
600 - 699 lb.
17
$131.80
643
800 - 899 lb.
11
$152.80
868
Stocker Steers: Large Frame
701 - 800 lb.
12
$160.69
742

601 - 700 lb.
39
$186.20
646
501 - 600 lb.
47
$189.79
560
500 lb. and less
37
$195.39
462
Stocker Heifers: Large Frame
801 - 900 lb.
11
$152.80
868
601 - 700 lb.
15
$132.00
646
501 - 600 lb.
29
$145.70
547
401 - 500 lb.
27
$157.49
466

EMBRUN
#Head $Avg Cwt Avg wt lb
Cows, All Weights
48
$41.38
1,444
Veal Calves
126 - 300 lb.
13
$101.09
178
125 lb. and less
44
$65.22
105
Stocker Steers: Large and
Medium Frame
600 - 699 lb.
11
$149.28
641

KAWARTHA LAKES
#Head $Avg Cwt Avg wt lb
Cows, All Weights
112
$53.70
Veal Calves
Over 600 lb.
10
$96.57

1,385

800

OTTAWA LIVESTOCK EX
#Head $Avg Cwt Avg wt lb
Cows, All Weights
114
$45.30
1,427
Bulls
Over 1,600 lb.
10
$83.44
1,930
Veal Calves
125 lb. and less
32
$60.92
101
Large & Medium Frame
Stocker Steers
399 lb. and less
28
$136.13
317
400 - 499 lb.
56
$212.67
445
500 - 599 lb.
69
$197.27
556
600 - 699 lb.
75
$184.29
645
700 - 799 lb.
23
$167.11
734
Large and Medium Frame
Stocker Heifers
300 - 399 lb.
19
$152.38
360
400 - 499 lb.
34
$158.32
455
500 - 599 lb.
48
$143.33
548
600 - 699 lb.
48
$151.10
636
Stocker Steers: Large
Frame
701 - 800 lb.
15
$157.31
742
601 - 700 lb.
39
$168.56
650
501 - 600 lb.
35
$177.28
551
500 lb. and less
47
$166.50
409

Stocker Steers: Medium
Frame
601 - 700 lb.
37
$198.87
646
501 - 600 lb.
33
$209.61
559
500 lb. and less
27
$251.18
397
Stocker Heifers: Large Frame
601 - 700 lb.
17
$142.43
643
501 - 600 lb.
28
$137.00
549
401 - 500 lb.
21
$143.29
463
400 lb. and less
16
$132.62
328
Stocker Heifers: Medium
Frame
601 - 700 lb.
31
$152.76
632
501 - 600 lb.
18
$161.87
544
401 - 500 lb.
12
$194.20
442

ONTARIO LIVESTOCK EX
#Head $Avg Cwt Avg wt lb
Fed Steers: Large Frame
Over 1250 lb.
17
$141.58
1,556
Fed Steers: Medium Frame
Over 1250 lb.
13
$142.44
1,517
Fed Steers: All Medium
and Large Frame
Over 1250 lb.
30
$138.71
1,539
Fed Heifers: Large Frame
Over 1000 lb.
46
$138.94
1,418

Fed Heifers: Medium
Frame
Over 1000 lb.
40
$137.68 1,376
Fed Heifers: Medium and
Large Frame
Over 1000 lb.
86
$137.95
1,399
Cows, All Weights
299
$51.70
1,345
Bulls
Over 1600 lb.
23
$100.51 1,939
Veal Calves
Over 600 lb.
18
$108.37
966

RENFREW
#Head $Avg Cwt Avg wt lb
Large & Medium Frame
Stocker Steers
399 lb. and less
25
$243.90
375
400 - 499 lb.
83
$231.00
457
500 - 599 lb.
150
$222.90
550
600 - 699 lb.
117
$208.70
648
700 - 799 lb.
32
$181.09
748
Large & Medium Frame
Stocker Heifers
300 - 399 lb.
28
$176.09
351
400 - 499 lb.
113
$178.49
458
500 - 599 lb.
114
$189.10
548
600 - 699 lb.
45
$169.30
648
Stockers Steers: Large
Frame
701 - 800 lb.
32
$181.09
748

601 - 700 lb.
116
$208.70
648
501 - 600 lb.
144
$225.30
550
500 lb. and less
110
$233.19
441
Stockers Heifers: Large
Frame
801 - 900 lb.
10
$153.89
829
601 - 700 lb.
43
$172.30
646
501 - 600 lb.
105
$187.40
552
401 - 500 lb.
116
$180.29
462
400 lb. and less
33
$172.59
331

VANKLEEK HILL
#Head $Avg Cwt Avg wt lb
Cows, All Weights
260
$46.95
1,342
Veal Calves
126 - 300 lb.
28
$126.67
153
125 lb. and less
427
$127.04
102
Stocker Steers: Large and
Medium Frame
399 lb. and less
14
$213.49
315
400 - 499 lb.
11
$199.09
446
500 - 599 lb.
26
$195.09
549
600 - 699 lb.
15
$191.03
646
Stocker Heifers: Large
and Medium Frame
400 - 499 lb.
12
$156.28
463
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Calgary approves emotional
support farm animals
Fans of emotional support animals
say having the animals around
calms their owners. Others say
that the animals are just glorified
pets. This doesn’t stop some people
from trying to bring the animals
everywhere.
A woman was kicked off a U.S.
flight in October for bringing her
emotional support squirrel on
board (the airline has a policy that
rodents are not allowed). Another
woman was not allowed on a United
Airlines Flight with her emotional
support peacock.
The city of Calgary, however, got
all emotional about the issue and
passed a law allowing farm livestock

Tom Collins
Tomfoolery
— which includes pigs, chickens
and miniature horses — to be kept
in city homes as emotional support
animals as long as you have a permit. City councillors say the animals
are not allowed in public places, but

that hasn’t stopped people in other
jurisdictions from trying.
Two years ago, a journalist with
New Yorker magazine applied for
an emotional support animal permit, and traipsed around New York
and Boston with unusual animals,
such as a 15-pound turtle (that she
kept on a leash), a snake, a turkey,
an alpaca and a pig. She went to
museums, expensive boutiques,
delicatessens, hair salons, apartment
open houses, coffee bars and even
took a plane ride. Only once was
she denied service. Many people
mistakenly believed the law allows
an emotional service animal into an
establishment.
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Coming Events ads
EASTERN ONTARIO
Thu. Nov. 1, 2018 - 8:30 am
Ruminant Feed Industry Day
- Spencerville. Spencerville
Municipal Office Council Room.
18 Centre Street. Spencerville,
ON
Thu. Nov. 1, 2018 - 10 am
- 3 pm. Chicken Farmers Of
Ontario Fall meeting. Fournier
- Fournier Community Centre.
Fri. Nov. 2, 2018 - 45th Ontario
Junior Swine Show (RAWF).
Royal Agricultural Winter Fair,
Toronto.
Fri Nov. 2-11, 2018 - Royal Agricultural Winter Fair at Exhibition
Place, Toronto, Ont.
Mon. Nov. 5 & 6, 2018 - TD
Canadian 4-H Dairy Classic
at Royal Agricultural Winter
Fair, Exhibition Place, Toronto,
Ont. Showmanship classes, 2
p.m. on November 5th. Show-

manship Judge: Claire Swale,
Lancashire, England; Associate Showmanship Judge:
Steve Fraser, Fergus, Ont.
Conformation classes, 8 a.m.
on November 6th. Conformation Judge: Bloyce Thompson,
Frenchfort, P.E.I.
Thu Nov. 8 to 11, 2018 - 25th
Annual Dairy Sheep Symposium. This symposium is
the major annual event of the
dairy sheep industry in North
America, providing an educational environment and fostering
connections among dairy sheep
producers, processors and
researchers. Go to www.ontariosheep.org for more details.
Thu. Nov. 8, 2018 - Sale of
Stars, 1:30 p.m. at Royal Agricultural Winter Fair, Exhibition
Place, Toronto, Ont.
Thu. Nov. 8, 2018 - National

Red & White Holstein Show,
7:30 a.m. at Royal Agricultural
Winter Fair, Exhibition Place,
Toronto, Ont. Judge: Jack Lomeo Jr., Sylvan Beach, N.Y./
Exposition
Thu. Nov. 8 & 9, 2018 - National Holstein Show at Royal
Agricultural Winter Fair, Exhibition Place, Toronto, Ont. First
three classes of junior females,
6 p.m. on November 8th; balance of junior females, milking females and groups, 7:30
a.m. on November 9th. Judge:
Jamie Black, Brushton, N.Y.;
Associate Judge: Cameron
MacGregor, Winchester, Ont.
Mon. Nov. 12, 2018 - 10 am
- 3 pm. Chicken Farmers Of
Ontario Fall meeting. Cobourg
- Best Western Plus
Wed. Nov. 14, 2018 - BCRC
Webinar: The way you pur-

chase antibiotics is changing.
Speakers: Mike Jelinski, DVM,
Veterinarian at Veterinary
Agri-Health, Melissa Dumont,
Executive Director of the
Animal Nutrition Association of
Canada, and Reynold Bergen,
Ph.D., Beef Cattle Research
Council Science Director
Wed. Nov. 21, 2018 - The

Eastern Ontario Poultry Conference. St. Isidore Recreation
Centre, 20 De L’Arena Street,
St. Isidore, ON K0C 2B0.
Tue. Nov. 27, 2018 - 8:30 am.
Beginning Farmer Workshop
(Belleville) Belleville, ON
Tue. Dec. 11, 2018 - Using
nasal vaccines effectively.
Speaker: Nathan Erickson,

DVM, Veterinarian and Assistant Professor at the Western College of Veterinary
Medicine
Wed. Feb. 20-21, 2019 - Beef
Farmers of Ontario Annual
General Meeting. Delta Hotels
by Marriott Toronto Airport &
Conference Centre
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LIVESTOCK FOR SALE
BLACK ANGUS BULLS
— Good selection of
registered yearlings and
2-year-old Angus bulls for
sale. Maple Line Farm,
Blackstock. Call 905-7185331 or maplelinefarm
@hotmail.ca.
FOR SALE — Polled Hereford yearling bull. Call
613-623-5230.
FOR SALE — Limousin
bulls. Quiet, polled. Available now. Contact 613-6233362 or 613-257-2522.
FOR SALE — Herd sires,
purebred polled Charolais.
Quiet, proven genetics.
Herd has been sold. Call
613-473-4190.
FOR SALE — Registered
Limousin bulls, red or black.
Polled, quiet. 2-year-olds.

Corad Farms, Pakenham.
Chad Hunt 613-294-1054.
www.coradfarms.com.
FOR SALE — Fullblood Piedmontese bull
for sale. Sired by Yukon Gold from Shimas
Farm. Contact 1-204851-6161 or oliverstacy@
hotmail.com for more information.

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
FOR SALE — 5 furrow
semi-mount SanderumKverneland plow. No damage. Minimal wear. $4,500.
Owner’s manual and parts
book for 718 New Holland
forage harvester. Hay head,
like new. Make an offer.
613-283-0831.
FOR SALE — Hesston
4570 in-line small squarebaler, thrower, hydraulic
tension, good condition.

Two MK Martin thrower
racks. 20-ft steel package with wood floor, good
wagons. Will separate or
sell as package. Call 705324-3869. No Sunday calls.
FOR SALE — Kubota
BX2660 tractor with loader.
Great shape, lightly used.
Good tires, serviced every
year, one owner. Please
call for more details. 613826-2538 or 613-769-7724.
FOR SALE — John Deere
7220, 3,800 hrs., new tires.
Great shape. Ready to go.
2015 Magnym 220, 3,800
hrs., duals and weights all
serviced. Ready to go. Call
Ryan at 613-229-0266 or
Hugh at 613-880-5829.

FOR SALE
FOR SALE — Big bales of
wheat straw, 8 ft long. Call
613-525-4353.

FOR SALE — 1940 V
CASE tractor, very rare.
Parade ready, original tires,
vin# 4416192, $7,500. Call
705-741-6097 or 1-800954-9998.
FOR SALE — Hay for
sale. Rd. and lg. sq., stored
inside, excellent quality.
Delivery in Ontario available. 613-345-1655. Leave
a message.
FOR SALE — Cover crop
seed for sale. Fall cereal
rye, cereal rye, winter wheat
mix. Cleaned. St. Isidore
area. 613-884-2996.
FOR SALE — Hay for sale,
4x4 round bales, stored
inside. Call Dwayne Miller.
613-476-5146.
FOR SALE — Dry dairy hay
for sale. Pure alfalfa in big
square bales, 2nd or 3rd cut.
Call for a copy of analysis.
Other dairy dry hay mixes
are also available. Call for
more info. Other choices
of hay mixes include horse
hay, dry cow and beef quality
hay. 613-551-2986.

SERVICES
CATTLE BOARDING —
$2.25 per head per day.

Hay, corn silage and minerals provided. Call 613-3451655 and leave a message.
SILO GUNNITE — We will
restore all makes of silos in
Eastern Ontario with Spray
Gunnite. Call Rob Sangers
for a quote. 613-561-1802.
Kingston.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
FAST, QUICK MORTGAGES — From over 20
lenders. Tired of waiting
for your bank to help? Call
me (Mike Martel) now at
613-345-5284. Broker, Four
Corners Mortgages, 475
King Street West, Brockville.
FSC012725.

WANTED
WANTED — Individual to
repair cattle shed. Call 613623-3362 or 613-257-2522.
EMPLOYEE WANTED
— Dairy farm, Little Britain, Ont. Feeding yearling and bred heifers, alternate weekend mixing
TMR and feeding dairy
herd and calves. Some
fieldwork: Planting, round
baling and forage harvesting. Call 705-878-3131

or email glandinefarms@
gmail.com.

FARMLAND FOR SALE
FOR SALE — 100 acres
cleared land (85 acres
tillable), fenced and pastured. No buildings. Loam
to sandy soil, near Cobden
on Zion Line in Renfrew
County. Asking $5,000 per
acre. Call 613-649-2226.

DEALERS WANTED
BECOME A GENERAL
SEED DEALER — Recruiting motivated
individuals to
promote and
market our
products. As a
dealer, you will
receive practical training
and business support.
Great for custom operators, cattle truckers, hoof
trimmers or any farmer
looking for extra income.
General Seed is one of the
largest forage seed, cover
crop and silage corn companies in Eastern Canada.
For inquiries call 905648-2101 or email us at
generalseedcompany@
gmail.com.
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Business Directory
AG PARTS

BEAN ROASTING

CONSTRUCTION

General Contractor – Projects Manager

Agricultural building specialist
Forms • Footings • Foundations • Floors
Steel and Wood Structures
BOURGET, ON TEL. 613 487-3555 FAX 613 487-1817

AIRLESS PAINTING

BOBCAT

DRAINAGE
BALE RACKS

CONCRETE GROOVING

MAITLAND FARM
DRAINAGE LTD.
Kilmarnock Rd., Jasper, Ont. K0G 1G0
•
•
•
•

BARN REMOVAL

Bacher Enterprises
WE BUY OLD BARNS
Barn & Silo Removal
Barn & House Roofing
Fully Insured & WSIB Member

Shawn Bacher
(705)868-9194

CONSTRUCTION

Tile Drainage Pays
Free Estimates
Ditching
Land Clearing

Jim Maitland (613) 283-4010
Cell: 613-355-0871

EAST-ONT
LAND IMPROVEMENT LTD.
TILE DRAINAGE CONTRACTORS
Hi-Hoe Service
ditching • fence row removal • land clearance
Marcel Robinson
613-984-2541
fax: 613-984-0088
BOX 40, BERWICK, ONTARIO K0C 1G0
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DRAINAGE

EQUIPMENT

ELECTRICAL

FEED & GRAIN EQUIPMENT

GARAGE DOORS & FLOORS
INSULATION SERVICE

LAND CLEARING

ELEVATORS

FARM EQUIPMENT

Soybean Micronization Plant • Grain Elevator • Probiotic Distributor
Hyland & Dekalb Processor/Dealer • Home of RD714

1614 route 900 ouest
St. Albert, ON K0A 3C0
rdlegault@xplornet.com

Tel: 613-987-5494 • Fax: 613-987-1082
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Business Directory
LIVESTOCK FEED

REAL ESTATE APPRAISER

TRACTOR PARTS

tractors, combines, mower
conditioners, balers, engines,
backhoes, and many, many more!

New Aftermarket Parts
for your Agricultural and
Industrial Equipment.

LIVESTOCK TRANSPORTATION

SEED

1-877-319-0059

sean@canadiantractorpartsdirect.com

We have access to literally 1000’s
of parts that can be shipped from
different warehouses in Canada.
engine overhaul kits and parts, clutch
kits, front axle parts, transmission
parts, pto parts, cab parts, starters
& alternators, brake parts, water
pump
and
cooling
components,
filters, steering and tie-rod parts,
hydraulic pumps, rims, repair manuals

www.canadiantractorpartsdirect.com

www.DiamondFarmTractorParts.com
NEW! TRACTOR PARTS & QUALITY ENGINE REBUILD
KITS FOR MOST MAKES & MODELS!
GREAT COMPETITIVE PRICE QUOTES!

1-800-481-1353

TRACTOR SERVICE MANUALS!
SEATS! ELECTRONIC IGNITIONS, CARBURETORS,
CHAINS, ALTERNATORS AND MUCH MORE

DIAMOND FARM TRACTOR PARTS • DEPT. FF13
16385 TELEPHONE ROAD SOUTH, BRIGHTON, ON K0K 1H0

METAL MANUFACTURER

SEED CLEANING

PLUMBING

SURFACE MILLING

AGRI-TRAC Inc. is the
only provider of true
Traction Milling in
the Dairy Industry

40 years of concrete experience,
research & development is behind our
custom built Traction Milling equipment,
7-step process and quality workmanship.

1-877-966-3546 or visit
www.agritraction.com

TRUCKING & FLOAT

bourdeaufloatservices@hotmail.com
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