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• Pearl Millet
• Sun Hemp
• Sugar Beets
• Buckwheat
• Phacelia
• Faba Beans
• Hairy Vetch
• Sunflowers
• Fall Rye
• Oats

GENERAL SEED COMPANY A Division of General Seed Company (2000) Ltd.  648 Alberton Road South, Alberton, ON L0R IAO • TEL: 905.648.2101 • FAX: 905.648.6429

COvER CROPS CUSTOM CROP MIXTURES

• Nitro Aerator
• Nitro Booster
• Nitro Groundbreaker
• Nitro Renovator
• Nitro Seasonal Cocktail
• Nitro Winter Cocktail
• Green Organic Builder
• And More...

INDIvIDUAL COvER CROPS
• Nitro RadishTM

• Vivant Hybrid Brassica
• Image Oil Seed Radish
• Nitro Brand Italian 
 Ryegrass
• Crimson Clover
• Berseem Clover
• Austrian Winter Peas
• Pacific Gold Mustard
• Sorghum Sundangrass

COvER CROPS

Eat and greet
After spreading the word through Facebook, Twitter, radio promotions and press releases, 2,100 people visited a Woodstock-area dairy farm on 
Saturday, June 11 for a free meal and a chance to learn about farming at the annual Breakfast on the Farm event. See page 4. (Julie Robins photo)

Driverless tractors are here
Well, not literally here — they are in Europe and Japan   page 12
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By Tom Collins

LANGTON — A Norfolk farmer wants to have 
Canada’s largest milking goat herd within the next 
two years.

Pieter DenHartogh has 750 milking goats on his 
farm, Lexon G.O.A.T.S., at Langton in Norfolk Coun-
ty. He wants to grow to 5,000 milking goats within two 
years and is in the process of building a $13-million, 
188,000-sq.-ft. facility on a 125-acre farm just down 
the road once the building permits are approved. The 
land is purchased, the excavation equipment is ready 
to go and the buildings have been ordered. 

“If I could find the goats, we’d be milking 5,000 
goats by next summer,” the 38-year-old told Farmers 
Forum. “Do I think I can find the goats? No.”

Ontario Goat says the largest Ontario milking 
goat herd is 1,200. The largest across Canada is just 
under 2,000.

DenHartogh estimated the foundation will be 
completed between September and October, with 
the buildings constructed by January and the milk 
parlour running by May. The $13-million is for 
buying the goats, the purchase of land, equipment 
and buildings.

DenHartogh — who started planning for the ex-
pansion three years ago but didn’t start milking goats 
until last October — said he has investors lined up, 
but was looking for his local council to waive the 
$79,000 building permit fee.

However, council is not legally allowed to waive 
the building permit fee, DenHartogh said. The mu-
nicipality has funding programs for new businesses 
and is working with DenHartogh on those programs.

DenHartogh has a background with milking cows, 
but said there’s more money in goats. He estimated to 
start a 100-milking cow herd would cost about $6- to 
$8-million, but to start milking 1,000 goats would cost 
$4-million as there is no quota involved. 

“I think spending millions of dollars on quota is 
an absolute waste of money,” he said. “I can milk 
1,000 goats, and I make a better income and it’s half 
the investment.” 

DenHartogh said he is working with GayLea on 
the expansion. 

Farmer’s goal: Milk 5,000 goats and own 
Canada’s largest milking goat herd

Norfolk farmer Pieter DenHartogh

GUELPH — Ontario crop farmers spent 13 per cent more 
money on crop inputs this planting season compared to 
last year, according to numbers from the Grain Farmers 
of Ontario (GFO). 

The GFO said farmers invested $1.25-billion on inputs 
— including seeds and seed treatments, fertilizers, and 
pesticides — for this year’s barley, corn, oat, soybean and 
wheat crops. The inputs do not include labour, research 
or equipment maintenance. Last year, grain farmers spent 
an estimated $1.09-billion in crop inputs. 

Farmers grow on 6-million acres of Ontario farmland, 
generate over $2.5-billion in farm gate receipts and gen-
erate more than 40,000 jobs in the province, GFO says.

 Farmers’ crop inputs 
rise 13 % in one year

BLUEWATER — A break-in early last month saw two  
pieces of equipment — and almost a third — stolen from 
Hyde Brothers Farm Equipment in Huron County.

They were stolen sometime between May 31 and June 
1, from the fenced-in property on London Road and 
Rodgerville Road, at Bluewater, northwest of London. 
A hole was cut in the fence, the vehicles were powered 
up and driven away.

A stolen Kubota tractor was recovered after it was 
abandoned about a kilometre away. Still at large are a 
red, 2015 Massey Ferguson Tractor model GC1720 with 
a mower deck, valued at $25,000, and an orange 2010 
Kubota Zero-turn lawn tractor, model ZD323 valued at 
$10,000.

Thieves bat two for three
Hyde Brothers Farm Equipment targeted
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PERTH COUNTY — A police officer 
was watching firefighters battle a barn 
engulfed in flames when he noticed the 
barn next door was also burning. 

About 40 firefighters had only been 
battling the first blaze for one hour. The 
firefighters split up and a team took a truck 
next door to battle the second blaze.

The Ontario Fire Marshall’s Office is 
investigating both June 9 barn fires in 
Perth County and suspect arson.

Firefighters from Perth East Township 
were called to the first blaze, at around 
11 p.m., arriving to a fully engulfed barn. 
Ironically, it was their fire chief who spot-
ted the fire while driving home from a 

conference. The barn, owned by Vernon 
Kuepfer, was completely destroyed. The 
fire killed 20 cows, 4 horses, and 120 
goats. 

Perth County OPP Const. Kees Wi-
jnands said that the two barns are almost 
1,000 feet apart. 

“We were at the scene of the first fire 

when the second fire started, and the wind 
was not in the direction of the second 
barn,” he said.

The owner of the second barn, dairy 
farmer John Albrecht, could not be 
reached for comment.

As of June 20, police did not have an 
update on the status of the investigation. 

Arson suspected after two neighbouring barns burn down on same day

A Western Ontario greenhouse operation was fined 
$1.5 million for labelling and selling food from other 
countries as Canadian.

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency said that 
Mucci Farms at Kingsville in Essex County, and cor-
porate directors Danny Mucci and Joseph Spano, were 
convicted on June 6 — during local food week — after 
pleading guilty to eight counts of contravening the 
Food and Drugs Act, the Consumer Packaging and La-
belling Act, and the Canada Agricultural Products Act.

The CFIA said charges were laid in July 2014 “after 
an investigation substantiated widespread misrepresen-
tation of imported greenhouse vegetables.”

The CFIA said three of the charges involved pack-
aging and labelling greenhouse peppers, tomatoes and 
cucumbers. While the labelling said the products were 
made in Canada, most of the products were imported 
from Mexico.

Mucci Farms grows 400 acres of greenhouse veg-
etables.

Selling not-so-local food means $1.5 million fine
Ontario greenhouse sells Mexican vegetables but labels them Canadian

New noise regulations, designed to protect the hearing 
of farm workers, are set to come into effect on July 1.

The regulations say that employees should not be 
exposed to hazardous levels of noise. Hazardous noise is 
defined as 85 decibels or louder for more than eight hours. 
An idle tractor is 85 decibels, an operating chainsaw is 94 
to 116 decibels, an orchard sprayer is 85 to 100 decibels 
and a tractor under a full load is 120 decibels. 

The new regulations — approved Dec. 9, 2015 to help 
protect workers from hearing loss — require employers 
to provide protective hearing equipment for workers.

Keep the noise down or 
you could be fined

Two neighbouring barns burned to the ground at the same time in Perth County last month. The fire marshall is investigating, calling the fires suspicious. 
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By PaTriCk meagher

WOODSTOCK — Jan Veldhuizen started 
chores early to be ready for his guests — 
all 2,100 of them.

The dairy and cash crop farm, at the 
south end of Woodstock, was this year’s 
venue for Breakfast on the Farm, an an-
nual event under a big tent to educate city 
people about farming. Sponsored by Farm 
and Food Care Ontario, a farm advocacy 
group, this year’s June 11 event attracted 
the right people.

That was the highlight for Veldhuizen, 
“seeing so many city folk who had never 
been on a farm before, being there to 
educate them and that’s what happened.”

He said one woman said she “didn’t 
eat meat because of cruelty to animals but 
she couldn’t believe how well we treated 
the animals.”

People asked many basic questions like: 

“How old are these cows?”; “What do cows 
eat?”; “What local foods are available?”; 
and “What is that machine used for?”

Veldhuizen and his brother Evert oper-
ate Veldale farms with their wives. Both 
families have four kids. They milk 120 
cows, cash crop and sell seed. Their big, 
red barn is a beauty: a cathedral ceiling, 
wide alleys, clean machines and clean 
cows, lots of light and air, well-manicured 
grounds. It’s hard not to be impressed. 
Who wouldn’t want to picnic here?  

The breakfast menu included pancakes, 
scrambled eggs, pork sausage, strawberries, 
mushrooms, maple syrup, apple cider and 
milk. Volunteers cooked 20 cases of eggs, 
as well as liquid eggs, and 150 kg. of pork 
sausage and 120 kg. of pancake mix.

Guelph-based Farm and Food Care On-
tario got the word out through Facebook, 
Twitter, local radio promotion and press 
releases.

Eat & 
greet

Breakfast on the Farm attracted 2,100 people to the Veldhuizen brothers Woodstock 
dairy and crop farm. (Julie Robins photos)
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By Tom Collins

PERTH — A Superior Court justice 
has ruled that a constitutional challenge 
against the Ontario Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals (OSPCA) Act 
can go ahead. 

Ontario Landowners Association 
(OLA) member, Jeffery Bogaerts of 
Smiths Falls is challenging the act, say-
ing it violates the Char ter of Rights and 
Freedoms by infringing on one’s security 
of property. He says the act’s definition of 
distress is too vague and that it grants the 
OSPCA police-like authority, including 
overreach ing search and seizure powers. 
None of the allegations have been tested 
in court. 

The court challenge is being financially 
backed by the OLA, which is seeking 
donations. The landowners association 
argues the OSPCA went too far during 
raids on private properties and farms 
by misjudging the health and welfare of 
animals. In one case, an OSPCA officer 
threatened to take a dog if the owner did 
not professionally clean her dog’s teeth. 
In another case, eight horses were confis-
cated and sold but no charges were laid. 

Other cases involved charges of neglect, 
whereby the animals were confiscated and 
sold before the case was heard in court. 

The Attorney General of Ontario had 
asked the judge to toss out the court case, 
but the judge ruled June 15 there is a 
broader public interest in allowing the 
case to go ahead. 

“That means (Bogaerts is) doing this 
not for his own sake, but for the greater 
good, or for the sake of society as a 
whole,” said his lawyer, Kurtis Andrews. 

However the judge did rule that eight 
affidavits would be thrown out. That 
includes the affidavit from former Win-
chester vet erinarian Lawrence Gray, who 
said that there was a marked change in 
the way the OSPCA handled cases, with 
the agency abandoning its education role 
and taking on an aggres sive, ‘dictatorial’ 
approach. Gray said that a subjective in-
terpretation of distress was used to delib-
erately target people for OSPCA scrutiny 
and that the OSPCA’s care standards often 
weren’t practical, feasible, or consistent 
with normal farm practices.

OLA president Tom Black says he hopes 
the case will force the OSPCA Act to be 
rewritten. A trial date has not been set. 

Landowners get day in court 
to battle the animal police

Judge approves constitutional challenge 

that says OSPCA Act goes too far
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By Ben eisen and niels Veldhuis

If there was ever a statistic that confirmed 
Ontario is no longer a place to prosper, 
consider that average incomes in Ontario 
(after taxes) have slid from being 20 per 
cent higher than the rest of Canada to now 
being materially below it.

Good opportunities and high incomes 
in Ontario used to be a beacon for immi-
grants and people from other provinces. 
However, over the past 12 years, there has 
been a continuous net exodus of Ontarians 
to other provinces. Today, only 38 per 
cent of new immigrants to Canada choose 
Ontario, down from 60 per cent just over 
a decade ago.

The root of Ontario’s decline can be 
found in a decade of failed government 
policies, particularly growth-killing tax 
increases.

This year the average Ontario family 
will pay more than $46,000 in taxes — 
42.5 per cent of the $108,600 the average 
Ontario family will earn.

While Ontarians have faced a host 
of tax increases, none have been more 
damaging than the increases in personal 
income taxes on highly-skilled and edu-
cated workers — entrepreneurs, business 
professionals, engineers, lawyers and 
doctors.

Consider that Ontario’s top personal 
income tax rate (federal and provincial 
combined) is now 53.5 per cent. If Ontario 
were a country, its top tax rate would rank 
as the sixth highest among 34 industrial-
ized countries and second highest among 
G7 countries, behind only France.

But that’s just personal income taxes. 
When the 13 per cent HST and other taxes 
are added, the total tax rate on additional 
income for many professionals, entrepre-
neurs and skilled workers is more than 
70 per cent!

When 70 cents of every additional 
dollar a family earns and consumes goes 
to taxes, hard work and entrepreneurial 
risk-taking simply don’t pay.

To understand why, think of the fines 
imposed on people who drive above the 
speed limit. The more you speed above 
the limit, the greater the fine. We have 
these progressive fines because we want to 
discourage fast driving. While the intent of 
tax rates that increase rapidly as Ontarians 
earn more income is not to stop people 
from working and being more successful, 
a large body of research proves they have 
that very effect.

This is something leaders across the 
political spectrum used to understand.

 Former Liberal Prime Minister Paul 
Martin understood: “Lower personal taxes 

would also provide greater rewards and 
incentives for middle- and high-income 
Canadians to work, save and invest.”

Former Conservative Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper understood: “Canada 
needs lower personal income tax rates to 
encourage more Canadians to realize their 
full potential.”

Former federal NDP Leader Thomas 
Mulcair understood: “Look at a province 
like New Brunswick. They will have a 
tax rate of 58.75 per cent . . . How is New 
Brunswick going to be able to attract and 
retain top level medical doctors when 
they’re going to be told, ‘Oh, by the way, 
our tax rate is now going to be close to 60 
per cent?’ ”

Improving incentives to work hard, 
invest and take entrepreneurial risks is not 
a partisan issue, it’s simply good economic 
policy.

If Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne’s 
government wants to re-establish Ontario 
as a place to prosper, improving incentives 
through tax reductions would be a good 
place to start.

Niels Veldhuis is president of the 
Vancouver-based Fraser Institute. Ben 
Eisen is an associate director of the 
Fraser Institute.

Lower taxes and 
save the province

Economics 101
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”The traffic was terrible and it didn’t feel very farmer friendly anymore. 
—  Dairy farmer Lee Nurse on why he sold the farm, just west of Toronto, and bought a farm farther from the city. 
                                                                                                                                                                                              pages  18-19
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THE GREAT KNOWLEDGE GAP

??? ?
? 93 % of Canadians 

say they know little 
or nothing about 
farming

It’s frightening. Even though most Canadians have a favourable view of farming, an online survey of 2,510 people by the Canadian 
Centre of Food Integrity, found that 93 per cent say they know “a little, very little or nothing” about Canadian farming practices in 
general. Story on page 13. 
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STEVE’S MARKET MINUTE

Steve Kell’s 
Market Minute

Our grain industry is currently on the cusp 
of a big transition, not in the way that the 
market machinery derives price, but rather 
on how we describe the quality of the grain 
which is changing hands.  Historically, our 
way of establishing the quality of grain 
was a series of grades, which categorized 
the crop by criteria such as bushel weight 
and damaged kernels.

But as the marketplace evolves, we are 
going to see a sharp shift to pricing crop 
based on specific quality criteria which is 
established by the end users of the grain 
we grow.  As producers who sell into those 
markets, we are going to need to familiar-
ize ourselves with the new world order, 
and prepare for the development of a more 
complex market environment.

Recently, I was looking at some inter-
national wheat tenders, and a French flour 
miller was looking for 76/250/11. For 
those of us not familiar with this terminol-
ogy to describe grain quality, it refers to 76 
kg/hl (test weight), 250 falling number, 11 
% protein. If you’re a flour miller, that’s 
a reasonably good description of wheat 
based on milling requirements. But if 
you’re a farmer in Eastern Ontario, who is 
used to selling a “grade 2”, this is a curious 
turn of linguistics. The tender specification 
doesn’t tell us if it’s hard wheat or soft 
wheat. Winter wheat or spring wheat? 
Red wheat or white wheat? In fact, other 

than the test weight, there is no part of 
the French miller’s specifications that is 
even measured by the traditional Canadian 
grain grading metrics. There is no way that 
this overseas miller is going to buy wheat 
that is described as a Canadian Eastern 
Grade #2, because it doesn’t guarantee 
any of the qualities which are important 
to this French buyer.  

If we’re going to sell into these markets, 
we are going to need to be able to describe 
our products in terms of their utilization 
specifications.

The reality of the situation is that Ca-
nadian flour millers have already started 
to establish quality criteria in addition to 
our traditional grade categories that more 
precisely describe the end user’s needs.  
For instance, over the past few years, 
we have seen the practice of establishing 
minimum protein requirements for hard 

wheat contracts and maximum protein re-
quirements for soft wheat contracts when 
the product is delivered directly to flour 
mills. As time moves forward, expect this 
trend to continue, and successful farmers 
are going to become more aware of their 
quality specifications.

While the transition from marketing 
grades to marketing specs is the most 
advanced in our wheat markets, it is cer-
tainly not going to be limited to one crop.  
Back in the late 1990s, I met with some 
staff from a soybean crushing facility in 
Ralston, Iowa, who purchased soybeans 
based on their oil and protein levels, not on 
grade. Since the soybean crusher derives 
his income from selling soybean oil, and 
protein in soymeal, he performed a near 
infrared analysis of a sample from each 
load of soybeans arriving at the plant, and 
paid the shipper based on a set of premium 
and discount tables for the oil and protein 
in the commodity delivered. At the time, 
the processor told me that they received 
higher quality feedstock at their crush 
plant by paying the farmers to bring them 
the highest quality soybeans.  Essentially, 
money talks. The producer learned that he 
would get paid more for growing a higher 
quality soybean and made different seed 
variety choices and crop management 
decisions in order to obtain a higher price 
for growing a more functionally useful 

soybean.  
In Ontario, we haven’t seen a shift to 

trading soybeans by specifications yet, 
but export shipments of IP (identity-pre-
served), non-GMO (genetically modified 
organism), and crusher soybeans essen-
tially always go out with some guarantees 
on oil and protein levels.  It won’t be long 
until we see these criteria appearing on 
production contracts. The challenge for 
producers is going to be in learning how 
to use this information for gain rather than 
viewing it as an annoyance.

You can’t change the simple commer-
cial truth that the buyer is always right.  If 
processors are putting their money on the 
table, they have every right to articulate 
some expectations with regards to quality 
specifications of the product that they wish 
to purchase. A few years from now, selling 
grain based on a set of quality criteria such 
as 76/250/11, will seem perfectly rational. 
The goal for today is to be open minded to 
the inevitable transition, and to learn how 
to profit from it.

Steve Kell operates a crop farm in Simcoe 
County and is a grain merchant for Par-
rish and Heimbecker Ltd . in Toronto.

Want to sell your crop? Then, get ready to talk about specs in a whole new way
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Price trends: Four-years of old crop prices at Chatham-Kent Elevator

Source: Farm Market News, University of Guelph, Ridgetown campus
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LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM — 
Canada ranks eighth best out of 113 
countries for food security.

Canada slipped down one spot 
from last year’s Global Food Security 
Index, which measures 28 factors 
including affordability, availability, 
and quality of food.

Canada held on to a perfect score 
for farmers’ access to financing, had 

very high marks for food safety, 
and strong results on agricultural 
infrastructure. But, same as last year, 
Canada struggled in agricultural im-
port tariffs. 

Canada also had a perfect score 
on corruption and on nutritional 
standards.

The United States remained on 
top, for the fifth year in a row. 

Nine of the bottom 10 countries 
were in Africa. 

The top 10
1. U.S.
2. Ireland
3. Singapore
Tied for 4. Australia/Netherlands
Tied for 6. France/Germany
Tied for 8. Canada/United Kingdom
10. Sweden

Canada ranks eighth out of 113 
countries for food security By Tom Collins

JARVIS — A horse owner has come up with a unique 
system to get animals out quickly during a barn fire that 
has some farmers wondering if it can be used for dairy 
barns and other livestock.

Tammy Sauder, of TamMar Equine at Arthur northwest 
of Guelph, installed smoke detectors and heat sensors that 
alert the fire department — 25 minutes away — and send 
texts to Tammy, her husband and her parents. The system 
also turns on sirens that signal neighbours. It is designed 
to get the 37 horses out of the barn before it is too late.

But some firefighters say that the system is likely too 
costly and impractical for other types of farming.

Matt Beischlag, a volunteer firefighter and a free-run 
chicken and cash crop farmer at Jarvis in Haldimand 
County, said an alarm system could help a farmer save 
some of the animals as barns are usually too far gone to 
do anything by the time firefighters get there.

“The older-style barns that people are still using for 
livestock, you’re going to have a good chance of 100 per 
cent loss,” he said, noting that some animals don’t want to 
leave a barn during a blaze. “Unless it’s for somebody’s 
life, we’re not really supposed to go into these buildings.”

There aren’t many barns with sprinklers because of 
the potential high cost and maintenance issues, said 
Beischlag, whose barn has a system that alerts the fam-
ily when temperatures reach 100 F. His barn is empty 
for two to three weeks when they ship out chickens, at 
which point he lowers the temperature to save on costs. 
In the cold months there would be a risk of pipes systems 
freezing and cracking.

There are no regulations in Ontario or Canada that 
require barns to have sprinklers or smoke detectors. Some 
farmers worry pipes would freeze in the winter or water 
pressure would be inadequate.

Horse barn fire safety  

system too costly for cows?



July 2016 NEWS farmersforum.com  11  

CROP REPORT

Soybeans

CORN

SOYBEANS

HAY

WHEAT (CEREALS)

OMAFRA soybean specialist
Horst Bohner

(As of June 20)

• Later 1st-cut dry hay still being made, 
while 2nd-cut dairy haylage was to start the 
last week of June.

• 1st-cut yields were extremely variable 
depending on area rainfall.

• Forage quality is good to excellent depend-
ing on harvest date.

• With good drying weather, lots of quality 
dry hay was made.

• Some new seedings in drier areas showing 
uneven emergence (especially where packing 
was poor) and some herbicide injury.

• Watch for potato leafhopper, especially in 
new seedings.

• Soybeans expected to start flowering the 
last week of June in early-planted beans. 

• Adequate moisture once you get into flow-
ering is more important than earlier on. 

• On the whole, plant stands are quite reason-
able. It just depends on whether the fields were 
planted into good conditions or not. In some 
conditions, the fields were too dry and some 
of the seeds didn’t get into moisture.

• We’ve had some intermittent showers 
every couple of weeks. As of June 20, dry but 
manageable. Some places missed a lot of the 
rain and those places are hurting.

• We’re on track for an average season. 

• Corn looks good, progressing well with 
timely rain received in many areas in mid-June. 
   • As of the week of June 13, the more ad-
vanced corn was at V6-V7 stage while corn 
planted towards the latter end of May was at 
the V4 stage.

• A few pockets with little rain (Haldimand 
region in particular) where corn planted into 
conditions not fully fit had not received reprieve 
— sidewall smearing and soil that has set up 
hard, resulting in struggling emergence/vigour, 
reduced plant stands.

• Weed escapes noticed in some fields where 
residual herbicides control had been reduced 
due to drier conditions.

• The winter wheat crop continues to look 
promising. 

• Most acres have received fungicide for 
stripe rust and to prevent fusarium head blight. 

• The wheat has headed out a week to 10 days 
earlier than usual, so harvest is also expected 
to be earlier.

• Dry weather in some areas has likely 
contributed to lower head counts, small wheat 
heads, and could reduce grain-fill. Some be-
lieve that yields may not be as high as antici-
pated earlier in the season.  

• There are some reports of army worm in 
the Binbrook and Cayuga area of Haldimand.

OMAFRA corn specialist
Ben Rosser

OMAFRA cereals specialist
Joanna Follings

Quality Seeds  
forage development 

specialist
Joel Bagg
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By Tom Collins

Farmers are using driverless 
tractors in Japan and Europe 
but they are still years away 
from North America for use at 
planting and harvest time, say 
industry experts. 

Many believe that the driver-
less (or autonomous) tractor — 
one that operates independently 
while a farmer is off doing other 
chores — is the next big thing in 
farming. The driverless move-
ment has already started with 
cars. Ontario launched a 10-year 
pilot project in January, but there 
still needs to be someone in the 
driver’s seat in case something 
goes wrong. 

In Japan this year, Kubota 
launched its first commercial 
driverless tractor, used for till-
age, as well as fertilizer and 
pesticide application in rice 
paddies.  

Fendt produces a driverless 
tractor that mimics the move-
ments of a second nearby tractor 
driven by a farmer but it’s only 
available in Europe.

A John Deere spokesperson 
told Farmers Forum that while it 
doesn’t market a driverless trac-
tor, the company “does not want 
to speculate on this technology 
or discuss when we might intro-
duce one to the market. There 
are too many unknowns at this 
time.”

A Case IH spokesperson said 
Case has no plans for driverless 
tractors.

Several years ago, a North 
Dakota company, Autonomous 
Tractor Corporation (ATC), de-
signed a driverless tractor that 
looks like a giant box on treads. 
The machine uses an Area 
Positioning System, whereby 
the tractor operates within the 
boundaries of four transponders 
placed at four corners of a field 
but the tractor is not ready for 
market.

ATC has also created an 
eDrive (electric drivetrain) sys-
tem that can be installed on cur-
rent tractors, and an AutoDrive 
system that works with the 
eDrives that can do tillage and 
baling applications autono-
mously. 

But the AutoDrive is at least 
a year away from a test market. 

ATC president Kraig Schulz 
said farmers want a driverless 
tractor for the smaller, menial 
jobs like tillage, mowing, baling 
and picking rocks. 

“Basic things where the farm-
er has better things to do and the 
task isn’t super complicated so 
if you screw up a little bit no 
one really cares,” Schulz told 
Farmers Forum. “That’s what 
farmers would prefer to auto-
mate because what they really 
want is an extra hand and they 
know that extra hand isn’t go-
ing to be super-skilled. They’re 
essentially getting cheap hired 
labour which happens to be a 
computer.”

Schulz believes the market is 
about two years away from see-
ing driverless tractors rolled out 
for the menial jobs. However, 
we’re still decades away from 
a driverless tractor for planting 
and harvest, he said. 

“Are you really going to have 
a farmer say ‘I don’t really feel 
like going out and harvesting 
my corn?’ I mean, give me a 
break. That is what farmers 
value in themselves,” Schulz 
said. “There’s a real art to it. If 
you mess up the planting, you’re 

kind of hosed because you can’t 
plant again. I don’t think you’re 
going to get farmers to give up 
(planting, harvesting and spray-
ing).”

Morley Wallace, of GPS On-
tario at North Gower in Eastern 
Ontario, said he gets asked a lot 
about driverless tractors at trade 
shows and he’s not optimistic. 
He tells farmers that a fully driv-
erless tractor that would allow 
you to walk away to do other 
chores is likely decades away, 
unless you’re talking about a 
vegetable harvest and the tractor 
moves at one mile per hour.

“Our rules and regulations 
and concerns for public safety 

are more of a holdback than 
anything,” said Wallace, who 
isn’t a fan of unmanned equip-
ment. “Somebody has to be in 
control and take responsibility 
for it. That’s a must. Letting 
something go out and turn at 
the headlands, yes it will do it 
10,000 times, (but) the one time 
it doesn’t, what damage does it 
do? The size of the equipment 
today and the damage it could 
create would be huge.”

There are no Ontario laws 
against driverless tractors on 
private property but you need a 
driver on roadways.

The biggest hurdles to get-
ting the technology to market 
is the legal wrangling, industry 
observers say. If a tractor goes 
rogue and rams into a house, 
who’s at fault? Is it the farmer, 
the user, the technician who cali-
brated the software, the dealer-
ship, the software manufacturer, 
the tractor manufacturer, the 
lawmakers or someone else?

Regardless, the industry is 
pushing driverless cars big time.

“You’ve got a lot of really 
high-powered companies work-
ing on autonomous vehicle 
technology in automobiles,” 

said Reid Hamre, Georgia-based 
product marketing manager 
for agricultural equipment for 
Yanmar America, a Japanese 
systems and parts manufacturer. 
But “not only are there technol-
ogy issues to solve, like having 
a fail/safe level of vision for 
detecting obstacles built into 
the machinery you’re using, you 
have to get the liability cloud 
cleared up and resolved.”

Hamre believes commercial 
driverless tractors are only a few 
years away. There’s a huge push 
to work out the technical and 
legal glitches because of high 
demand in the car industry, he 
said. Hamre said much of the 
technology already exists, and 
in the case of farming, it could 
mean installing geo-fencing to 
create a virtual barrier around 
the farm so a tractor can’t go 
past the virtual fence. This is 
similar to technology that now 
exists in grocery stores. Try 
leaving the parking lot with the 
shopping cart and the wheels 
lock. 

“A machine could drive for 
miles until it strikes something,” 
he said. “That’s a major issue 
that needs to be addressed.”

Driverless tractors years away
Liability is 
the biggest 

issue

North Dakota company Autonomous Tractor Corporation has designed a driverless tractor with no cab, but has not put it on the market yet. 
The company’s president Kraig Schulz said farmers won’t want a driverless tractor for planting and harvest, but instead for menial jobs such 
as tillage, mowing, baling and rock picking. (AgFunder photo)

A machine could 
drive for mile until it 
strikes something. 
That’s a major 
issue that needs to 
be addressed. 
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By Tom Collins

Most Canadians have a positive impression of farmers, 
but they also know almost nothing about farming, says 
a survey from the newly-formed Canadian Centre for 
Food Integrity.

Called the 2016 Canadian Public Trust Research, the 
2016 web-based survey recorded responses from 2,510 
respondents in February and March from across Canada. 
Sixty-one per cent said they have a positive impression 
of Canadian agriculture. But 93 per cent say they know 
a little, very little or nothing about Canadian farming 
practices in general. 

Other results from the survey include:
• 43 % were concerned about the humane treatment 

of farm animals;
• 48 % were concerned about the use of hormones in 

farm animals;
• 46 % were concerned about the use of pesticides in 

crop production;
• 45 % were concerned about the drug residues in 

meat, milk and eggs;
• 41 % were concerned about eating food that comes 

from genetically-engineered crops;

Most Canadians 

know diddly-squat 

about farming, 

survey says

YES (41 %)NO (59 %)

Do you worry about eating food from genetically-modified crops? Too many say “yes.”

• 27 % say videos of farm animals being treated poorly 
are not representative of normal livestock farming (16 
% say the videos are representative, with 57 % falling 

in the middle);
• 25 % say animals should have the same rights as 

humans.
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By Tom Collins

VINELAND — Okra can 
be a profitable crop for 
vegetable growers, but 
the sub-tropical plant in-
volves plenty of inten-
sive labour, warns Viliam 
Zvalo, research scientist 
of vegetable production 
at the Vineland Research 
and Innovation Centre in 
the Niagara region.

A cross-Canada okra 
research project last year 
showed some promising 
numbers. Zvalo estimates 
a farmer can earn about 
$24,300 to $33,400 per 
acre in revenue with a net 
profit of roughly $7,300 
per acre. A farmer can 
get $2 to $2.50 per pound 
wholesale, but $5 a pound 
at some markets.

The biggest challenge 
for Ontario farmers is 
the fact okra needs to be 
harvested by hand every 
day from the end of June 
to the end of September. It 
takes one person a full day 
to harvest one acre. Zvalo 
recommends farmers start 
with a couple of rows as a 
test project. 

“You have to plan la-
bour force around this 

crop,” says Zvalo. “Look 
at the crop and see how 
it fits into your overall 
operation. You need to 
start small. This is not a 
crop you can rush into and 
make a lot of money.”

Okra is becoming more 
popular as a healthy food, 
often added to soups as it 
is high in fibre, vitamin C 
and folate. The amount of 
okra imported into Canada 
has grown by 52 per cent 
over the last five years, 
with more than six mil-
lion kilograms imported 
last year. Much of the okra 
comes from countries like 
Honduras and Nicaragua. 
But okra has a seven-to-

10-day shelf life, meaning 
the crop has almost ex-
pired by the time it arrives 
in Canada. 

The study showed that 
okra grown in a green-
house before being plant-
ed in a field has 12 per 
cent higher yields than 
direct-seeded okra. The 
study also showed further-
spaced okra gave higher 
yields, with the highest 
yield coming with okra 
planted at 25 cm on a 
double row. 

Zvalo knows of only 
about a dozen Ontario 
farmers growing okra, 
ranging from a few rows 
to 10 to 15 acres. 

Growing demand for okra but only 12 growers in Ontario

Okra up close (at left) and research scientist Viliam Zvalo shows how tall the plants 
can get. 
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“COW
COMFORT”

           “ The floating neckrail suits 
         my entire herd, big and 
        small. The stalls are cleaner. 
       Laying time has increased, 
     especially for the larger 
    cows!” 
                       –Hatte Marks

U.S. Design Patented

P.O. Box 1149, 109 St. Andrew St., Mitchell,  
Ontario, Canada NOK 1N0

www.greenfreestall.com

Call today to learn more: 

1-855-354-7687 • 519-348-9884

MADE IN CANADA

Floating Neck Rail also available for Steel StallsHeifers

If the Neckrail doesn’t float it’s not
the original GREENFREESTALL®

P.O. Box 1149, 109 St. Andrew St., Mitchell,  
Ontario, Canada NOK 1N0

www.greenfreestall.com

proudly introduces

FEED4ALL™

Call today to learn more: 1-855-354-7687 • 519-348-9884

          • Allows more head movement  
           for cows, causing less injuries

       • Floats with cow allowing her  
       to access feed

    • Flexible and rugged

  • Cow friendly

• USA design Patent Pending
U.S. Design Patented

MADE IN CANADA

If the Feedrail doesn’t float it’s not
the original GREENFREESTALL®

www.boomerangdairysandbedding.com
1-855-354-7687

sales@boomerangdairysandbedding.com

Save Your Sand  •  Clean Happy Cows!

MADE IN CANADA

Patent Pending, Made in North America

Jesse Martin, Stevens, PA

1-844-348-0957

- Haete Marks

Watch your  
bottom line grow
With the right advisers planted next to you

Turn to Collins Barrow for objective, actionable advice to help  
you maximize opportunities in virtually every area of your business.

With more than 48 offices from coast to coast, offering audit, tax 
and advisory services, we’re here to help you get the most out of 
your business.

Look to Collins Barrow, Chartered Professional Accountants,  
to help your agri-business grow and prosper.  Call the experts.

collinsbarrow.com/grow

Audit | Tax | Advisory

By Connor lynCh

Canada’s been riding a wave of strong 
farm income for the last few years, but 
what goes up, must come down, said 
Farm Credit Canada’s chief agricultural 
economist J.P. Gervais. 

“Looking at the average, things look 
pretty strong for the next two years,” said 
Gervais in an interview with Farmers 
Forum.

Ontario’s farm income appears to be en-
tering a decline trend after reaching record 
highs, but Gervais said that the changes so 
far are relatively minor fluctuations and 
that we’re still seeing record highs for 
farm incomes across the country. 

Ontario is the third-most profitable 
province in terms of net cash income and 
hit its record year in 2014 when it peaked 
at $2.6 billion. That dropped slightly to 
$2.5 billion in 2015 and Ontario farmers 
are not expected to make that money back 
this year. Saskatchewan was Canada’s 
powerhouse last year, raking in $5.7 bil-
lion in net cash income. Alberta was sec-
ond with net cash income at $3.2 billion.

In 2014, soybeans were the biggest 
money maker for crop farmers, taking in 
$900 million of the total $2.2 billion in 
total crop cash receipts and tripling cash 
receipts for corn. 

Gervais explained that with incomes 

at their peak, the net cash income decline 
was not a drop in the bucket but was also 
not that significant. Going forward, sta-
bility is the goal, not an income increase, 
he said. 

Grains and oilseeds have been very 
strong in recent years, whereas the live-
stock sector is having more trouble, he 
said. FCC is predicting a six per cent 
drop in cattle receipts for 2016. “That’s 
a significant decline, but we’re declining 
from the top of the cycle.” 

Crop farmers are likely looking at 
another couple of strong years, said Ger-
vais. “Demand for feed is strong with the 
livestock industry doing relatively well 
and expanding in the U.S., demand from 
China is very strong, demand for biofuels 
that we thought would come down is still 
very strong.” 

But even grains and oilseeds are go-
ing to see a revenue decline. Long-term, 
production worldwide is on the rise, said 
Gervais, and that’s going to hurt incomes.  
Production issues in other parts of the 
wold, particularly in South America, have 
helped, but those are short-term bonuses, 
he said.

A downturn, however, is nothing new, 
he added. “Farming is a cyclical industry, 
more so than any other industry in Canada.  
Farmers shouldn’t panic, but they should 
have a risk management program in place.”

Two more strong farm revenue years 
ahead — but what goes up must 

come down, FCC economist says
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By Tom Collins

CREEMORE —A Jersey dairy farmer has declared a 
ceasefire with MPAC over the valuation of his process-
ing plant.

Miller’s Dairy in Creemore, about 45 minutes west of 
Barrie, was charged six times more when his processing 
plant was zoned industrial instead of agricultural. The 
farm has industrial taxes of about $18,000 a year on 
a 6,000-sq.-ft. processing plant, instead of agricultural 
taxes of $2,000 to $3,000. 

John Miller originally turned down MPAC’s offer 
to reduce the valuation of the plant by $200,000 but 
he recently decided to take the offer when he realized 
MPAC was digging in their heels and his legal fees 
were adding up. 

Miller estimates that with the valuation of the plant 

dropping from $550,000 to $372,000, it will reduce 
his whopping $18,000 tax bill down to $12,500 per 
year. He guesses he spent about $12,000 on a lawyer.

 Miller says he is not happy with settling but plans 
to keep fighting for added-value designations of farms. 

The minister of finance says the province will work 
with the Association of Municipalities and the Ontario 
Federation of Agriculture to create a fairer system for 
farms with value-added processing. They are expected 
to propose options to be possibly implemented in time 
for the 2017 taxation year. 

“We’re not stopping the fight because we feel this is 
something all value-added farms should be concerned 
about,” says Miller. “You pick your battles, and you have 
to stay focused on what the war is all about. Sometimes 
you can’t win all your battles completely, but the even-
tual goal is we’re going to win the war.” 

Farmer settles in jacked-up tax battle over on-farm processing

John MiIler

HAMILTON — The Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry have dropped 500,000 bait traps by plane since 
April 1 to try to curb the number of raccoon rabies in the 
Hamilton, Haldimand and Niagara regions.

The number of animals with raccoon rabies in those 
areas now sits at 128 since December, 2015. Most of the 
animals that have tested positive for that strain of rabies 
are raccoons, with the remaining being skunks. 

Ministry officials believe this strain came from an 
animal that stowed away on a train or transport truck 
from the United States last year.

This outbreak signals the first case of the strain since 
September, 2005. There were only 18 reported cases of 
rabies in Ontario in 2014, all in big brown bats. There 
were thousands of cases each year in the ’80s, but bite-
sized vaccination bait traps were air-dropped throughout 
Ontario starting in 1989.

The number of Arctic fox rabies remains at two: One 
in a cow at Ellice Ward in Perth County in December and 
one in a skunk in the same area in April. 

Raccoon rabies cases 
up to 128 in Ontario
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By Connor lynCh

OTTAWA — The Canadian Federation of Agriculture 
is throwing its weight behind a private member’s bill, 
tabled by Quebec NDP MP Guy Caron on May 19, that 
would change the succession rules on the farm.

The change would end what Caron calls a “blatantly 
unfair situation that puts . . . farmers . . . at a disadvan-
tage when they want to pass their business on to a child 
rather than a stranger.”

The current rules charge a dividend tax to a farmer 
selling the farm to his child or a sibling. However, a 

farmer selling to a stranger pays a capital gains tax. The 
tax rate is determined by one’s income and is applied 
to the difference between what the farmer paid for the 
farm and what he sold it for.

So a farmer earning about $85,000 a year would 
pay a 22 per cent dividend tax on the sale of a farm if 
he sold to a son, daughter or sibling. Or if he sold to a 
stranger, he would pay a 17 per cent capital gains tax 
but it’s actually lower than that. The capital gains can 
only be taxed on 50 per cent of the difference between 
what the farmer paid for the farm and what he sold it 
for, minus $1 million.

For example, as it stands a farmer who bought a 
farm for $1 million and sold it for $3 million to his 
son, would pay a dividend tax of $440,000 ($2 mil-
lion x 0.22 = $440,000). However, Caron’s bill would 
change the rules so that a farmer selling his operation 
to his son would pay a capital gains tax of $85,000, 
($2 million - $1 million x 0.5 x .17 = $85,000), a big 
savings to the farmer.

To prevent tax evasion, the Caron bill would include 
a clause saying the new buyer has to own the property 
for at least five years.

The bill is expected to come up for debate in the fall.

Federal bill would make it easier to sell the farm to family
Bill would ease the tax burden

RIDGETOWN — Crop farmers will have an opportunity 
to learn more about identifying and managing ongoing 
problems at the annual Southwest Crop Diagnostic Day 
on July 6 and 7 at the University of Guelph Ridgetown 
Campus.

Eleven groups of 20 will rotate through 11 stops. Some 
of the topics include identifying viny weed and its im-
pact on Ontario agriculture; nitrogen timing, staging and 
plant growth regulator strategies to make big wheat even 
bigger; the latest on crop rotation diversity in reducing 
crop production adversities; and learn everything you 
need to know about wireworms, look-a-likes and how 
best to find them.

The cost is $100 by June 30, and $125 at the door. 
To register, visit www.diagnosticdays.ca or call 1-866-
222-9682.

Troubleshoot 
nitty-gritty crop 

problems at 
Southwest Crop 
Diagnostic Day
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By Tom Collins

HILLIER — Lee Nurse knew a move from his old farm 
in Georgetown, west of Toronto, was imminent. So he 
began designing a new barn. He didn’t know where the 
family would be moving to. Nor did he know it would 
be years before they moved.

He just knew that expansion in an area close to the 
city was impossible. 

“We were in an area where there were very few farmers 
left,” said the 34-year-old Nurse, who milked 35 cows 
on 150 acres under the Monteith Holsteins banner, with 
his wife Mal, who worked full time off the farm, and his 
parents Jeff and Kenda.  Much of the land has been sold 
for speculation — land that is sold with the hope it will 
be worth more money later on — and there are only four 
dairy farms left in Halton. “The traffic was terrible and it 
didn’t feel very farmer friendly anymore. The land values 
were such that it made no sense to expand there. It made 
sense to sell and set up somewhere else.”

His tie-stall barn used manual milkers that would 
hook up to a pipeline. The barn was short — the height 

ranged from six feet to 10 feet — and it took about 80 
minutes to milk 30 cows, which was done twice a day. 

Nurse was looking to buy in Western Ontario until 
Walter and Valerie Miller’s dairy farm at Hillier in 
Prince Edward County went on the market. The farm 
came with more quota and more land, which he could 
afford since land prices are much less pricey than 
Western Ontario. Nurse bought the farm, renamed it 
Nurseland Farms, and moved up to Eastern Ontario in 
January, 2015 armed with his plans to replace the Mil-
lers’ tie-stall barn with a pack barn. 

He now milks 67 cows in a two-robot pack barn on 
600 acres, a few minutes from the eastern shoreline 
of Lake Ontario and in the heart of Eastern Ontario’s 
wine capital. 

Nurse started milking in the new 400 ft. by 85 ft. 
pack barn, built for 90 milking cows, on Jan. 5, 2016, 
exactly one year after moving onto the new farm. With 
two Lely robotic milkers, it’s only the second farm in 
Prince Edward County to have robots — there are 35 
dairy farms in the county. 

The cows quickly adapted, with some now going to 

OPEN HOUSE
Nurseland Farms
July 29, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
1606 Danforth Road
Hillier, Ont.

The Nurse family built a new pack barn after buying in Prince Edward County. (Tom Collins photo)

Sell, buy, move, rebuild
How a Western Ontario family expands in a tight market: 

He sells the farm and buys in Prince Edward County

Nurseland Farms, Hillier, Ont.

the milker as many as five times a day, and the somatic 
cell count has decreased.

The best part of the robots is the flexibility of when 
to spend time with the family. His three kids, ages six, 
three and 10 months, now have a 400-ft. long cement 
feed alley for riding scooters and bikes when Nurse is 
in the barn doing chores. He is also able to spend more 
time with them away from the barn. 

“It’s a lot less stressful,” said Nurse. “We had to 
start chores in the morning around 4 a.m., but now I 
can virtually go out whenever I want. You’re not tied 
to your milking time. You still have to put in the work, 
but you can choose when it happens.”

Here are five other features you can see at the July 
29 open house:

Compost pack bedding: Meant to increase cow 
comfort, the compost pack bedding plus the manure 
that winds up in the bedding is tilled twice a day with 
a cultivator. This allows for more air flow to heat up the 
bedding, kill the bacteria and dry the bedding. 

Nurse adds peat moss and sawdust to the bedding at 
most three times a week during the winter in a worst-
case scenario and once every seven to 10 days in the 
summer to keep the bedding relatively dry. 

Compost pack bedding does increase the chances of 
a higher somatic cell count than other bedding types if 
it’s done incorrectly. But it will reduce the somatic cell 
count when done properly.

“If you get it going properly, you can just incorporate 
the manure and the cows stay clean,” said Nurse. “If 
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The new office, above, is elevated slightly and allows 
Lee Nurse to see the entire length of his barn while 
getting work done on the computer. Cows, at right, can 
be often found lying in the compost pack bedding, which 
is made up of a combination of manure, peat moss and 
sawdust. (Tom Collins photos)

you don’t get a proper compost in action, it could be a 
disaster. It’s not for everybody.”

Wall curtains and ceiling fans: The barn also has 
Faromor automatic wall curtains as well as six Big 
Ass fans on the cathedral ceiling. The fans are running 
24/7, which not only helps keep away the flies but cre-
ates plenty of air movement, which is also good for the 
bedding. 

Calf nursery: Keeping an eye on the cows is key. 
With all cows — including heifers and calves — under 
one roof, it’s easier to keep track of the animals, he said.

Office with a view: The barn has an office that, in-
stead of a standard second-floor office, is just three steps 
higher than the main floor and is located at the side of 
the middle of the barn. With three windows, Nurse has 
a view of the entire barn.

“It’s been really good for having consistent health, 
growth and happy calves,” he said. “They go from young 
to pregnant to calves to milking. It’s a very easy flow. 
You can have your eyes on all your cattle at once, so 

we’re able to manage them with less time and labour.”
The system also saves on labour and costs, as the 

same manure scraper for the milking cows is also used 
for the heifers. 

Feeding with ease: They have one long line of 
cows, which means only one feed alley for the Lely 
Juno robotic feed pusher. There is also one alley for 
the manure scraper.

The barn is 400 ft. long, which allows Lee Nurse to keep 
all cows — calves, heifers and milking cows — under 
one roof for easier management. (Tom Collins photo)
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By Connor lynCh

ILDERTON — Cheryl Gardiner had been painting signs 
for more than 30 years. But five years ago a farmer asked 
her to paint an eight-foot strawberry on a wooden canvas 
for his farm.

From there, she got into painting what is known as 
barn quilts: Quilt-like patterns on wood. Now, that’s 
pretty much all she does. “It’s enough for me full-time 
and for my daughter part-time,” said Gardiner, who lives 
in Ilderton, northwest of London. Her daughter handles 
what Gardiner calls “the fancy stuff.” 

Antique tractor collectors, for example, have gotten 
all kinds of old tractors done on their quilts. “Massey-
Harris, Farmall, quite a few of those. Guys really gobble 

Barn quilts 
dressing up 

Western Ontario

Lindsay McKay, at left, paints the “fancy stuff” and her 
mother, Cheryl Gardiner, right, runs the show. They’ve 
been painting barn quilts for five years.

A barn quilt — which is actually a design painted on a wooden canvas — can cost up to $600.

them up.”
Gardiner, who lives on a hobby farm,  said her busi-

ness has taken off since the first strawberry, and she’s 
sure that there’ll be some copycats to come, but so far 
she doesn’t know of anyone else doing barn quilts in 
Ontario. Commercially, that is. 

Gardiner said that she’s the only one in Canada, so far 
as she knows, that’s making money from this. 

She does all sizes of signs, but a typical barn quilt, usu-

ally around eight-feet tall, costs between $500 and $600. 
For her bigger pieces, she figured interested farm-

ers would have to come visit her, but her smaller stuff 
is globe-trotting. “I shipped one to Wisconsin. I have 
someone inquiring in Las Vegas,” and she even has a few 
going to England in somebody’s suitcase. 

But right now the only place the barn quilts are big is 
in the U.S., she said.  “I’m not the first to paint them, but 
I’m the first in Canada.” 
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OXFORD COUNTY — A new case of  Porcine Epidemic 
Diarrhea Virus (PEDV) was found on a Western Ontario 
pig farm, increasing the number of 2016 cases to 12.

The latest case was confirmed on an Oxford County 
finisher farm on June 7. There have been 97 cases of 
PEDV in Ontario since the disease was first discovered 
on a farm in January 2014. All but one of Ontario’s cases 
were in Western Ontario. 

The disease causes watery diarrhea, vomiting and 
dehydration and can kill 50 to 100 per cent of young pigs. 

PEDV found on Oxford 
finisher farm

By Connor LynCh

RIDEAU LAKES — The provincial corporation that deter-
mines property values, which in turn affects property taxes, 
is set to roll out its latest farmland assessments this October, 
and preliminary numbers suggest the province is looking at 
a 60 per cent increase in assessments.

One of the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation’s 
valuation directors, Karen Russell, said that in one area of 
Kawartha Lakes, farmland was assessed at $2,100 to $5,100 
per acre in 2012 but will likely increase to $4,400 to $8,000 
per acre in the fall. She added that those numbers are in the 
final review so “they’re pretty close.” 

Those increases could translate into farmers shouldering 
more of the municipal tax burden, as rural communities 
struggle to bring in enough money to cover rising costs.

“We’re facing so many challenges in rural communi-
ties,” in particular, stagnant or falling populations in “truly 
rural Ontario,” said Ron Holman, president of the Rural 
Ontario Municipalities Association. “That’s a struggle we 
constantly face. You don’t have real growth, so how do you 
cover your costs?” 

In Holman’s community of Rideau Lakes, south of Perth, 
some residential assessments went down this year, and when 
assessments go down, municipalities need to raise the tax 
rate just to keep up, said Holman. 

Farmers do have a built-in protection from taxes. Right 

Municipalities struggle for taxes and look to farms for more cash
now, the taxable rate for farmland in Ontario is capped at 
25 per cent of the residential rate. The Ontario Federation 
of Agriculture (OFA) wants to see municipalities push it 
lower, so farmers don’t end up paying more of the municipal 
tax pool.

“Keep it proportional. If (farmers) were paying 10 per 
cent (of the total pool) before, we don’t want them to start 
paying 15 per cent,” said OFA policy researcher Ben LeFort.

Holman couldn’t say whether or not that was an option 
that municipalities had. “Each municipality would have 
to decide on its own.” Municipal tax bases are getting hit 
on another front. The loss of commercial and industrial 
properties mean the loss of the highest taxed properties in 
a municipality. 

And for better or for worse, municipalities don’t have the 
option of going into debt to keep the tax rate proportional. 
The Municipal Act forbids municipalities from running 

operating deficits, where they need to borrow to pay for 
day-to-day expenses. 

Not helping matters is the fact that residential properties 
in rural Ontario greatly outnumber farmland, which means 
they largely dictate the average value of properties in each 
area. Municipalities use the average value of property to 
determine the tax rate. 

You can’t fault municipalities or MPAC for rising taxes, 
LeFort says. “MPAC’s hands are tied by provincial legisla-
tion. Legislation dictates how they do these assessments.” 

 With interest rates being at an all-time low, making it 
easier to borrow, high commodity prices that make good 
land more attractive, and an increasingly short supply of 
good farmland, farmland prices have been shooting up, 
said LeFort. And MPAC has to base its assessments on the 
market, he said.

 MPAC will phase in the new assessments over four years.
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By Connor LynCh

QUEEN’S PARK — A controversial provincial bill on 
access to private trails was passed last month amidst 
confusion over what it means.

Bill 100, the Supporting Ontario’s Trails Act, was 
supposed to clarify the law governing trails on private 
land. But the fallout is that now some concerned property 
owners have shut down access to trails.

The president of the Grenville Snowmobile Associa-
tion, Bernie Davy, said that unless the 15 landowners 
that have shut down in his area have their questions 
answered, the number of trails lost is going to cripple the 
entire Leeds & Grenville Snowmobile Association’s trail 
system. As of now there aren’t even enough trails open 
for members to get to their clubhouse, he said. 

The real stickler for landowners are the easements, 
even though the bill states that easements are voluntary, 

Davy said. Easements allow for a right-of-way over 
someone else’s land.

The property owners “don’t trust the government,” 
Davy said. “They don’t trust what’s in (the bill). Until 
somebody gives them the clearance that everything’s OK, 
these trails are closed.” 

MPP Steve Clark (PC - Leeds & Grenville) initially 
fought the bill, but he made a number of amendments 
that were approved and threw his support behind 

Supporting Ontario’s Trails Act shuts down trail system
it. He worried that the bill didn’t make it clear that 
easements were voluntary, and successfully pushed 
for a clause which reads: “For greater certainty, the 
decision to grant an easement under subsection (3) 
is voluntary.” 

“If you’re a property owner with a handshake 
agreement, the government can’t force an easement 
on you,” Clark told Farmers Forum.

He added that it’s going to be a busy summer try-
ing to calm those fears around easements and get 
trails reopened. 

Clark thinks the trail closures could have been 
avoided with rural consultation. He asked the govern-
ment to take the bill off the table to allow for time to 
consult rural Ontario but the government declined to 
do so.

“I’m disappointed they didn’t do their due dili-
gence.” He added that the only consultation by the 
province around the bill was in Toronto, back in the 
fall of 2013.

This isn’t just a problem in Leeds & Grenville. “It’s 
province-wide,” said president of the Ontario Land-
owners Association, Tom Black.

He said that trails shutdowns have occurred even 
into the Niagara regions. 

“It’s the deceptive way the bill was brought forward 
in the first place,” said Black. “I think there’ll be a 
lot more shutdowns in the fall. This bill hasn’t done 
anything to alleviate their worries.”

Clark argues that “If those trails don’t get re-opened, 
it’ll be devastating.” 

The Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs esti-
mates snowmobiling generates $2 billion annually in 
Ontario with the sales and service of snowmobiles and 
spending money in communities they pass through.

CAYUGA — It’s one of the surest signs of summer: 
stolen ATVs.

Haldimand County OPP are investigating two thefts 
of ATVs from barns, both reported stolen within a day of 
each other and less than a 20-minute drive apart. 

The first theft was reported on June 15, from a property 
on River Road at 8:25 p.m. A green 2009 500-cc Suzuki, 
valued at $7,600, was stolen from an unlocked barn. 

The second theft was reported the next morning from 
a property on Haldimand Road 20. A black 2015 500-cc 
Honda, valued at $12,500, was stolen from a locked barn.

ATVs stolen in Haldimand County

If you’re a property owner with a hand-
shake agreement, the government can’t 
force an easement on you.

”
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Farm and Food Care’s Crystal Mackay

By Connor LynCh

Farm country has taken a public relations beating 
lately. First, there were the undercover videos of 
farm practices on Canadian farms. Then, vandals 
broke into four Western Ontario mink farms and 
released hundreds of mink. Meanwhile, the extrem-
ist People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, has 
handed out anti-farming posters in Toronto schools 
and recently Grade 1 students from an Eastern 
Ontario rural school went home with PETA’s anti-
farming comic books.

The battle over public perception of livestock 
farming has intensified and it’s costing farm groups 
a lot more money than it used to. Farm and Food 
Care Canada is one example.

 “The difference is the scale, the volume, and 
the money invested,” said CEO of Farm and Food 
Care Canada, Crystal Mackay. “Associations are 
realizing we need to invest in public trust as an 
investment, not as a nice thing we do.”

In 1988, the Ontario Farm Animal Council had 
an $80,000 budget for public outreach, said Mack-
ay. That council amalgamated with a second group 
to form Farm and Food Care Ontario and its latest 
proposed budget for a three-year national public 
outreach program is $8-million. It used to be that 
the focus was largely on educating the public. “Now 
we’re trying to connect with the public, rather than 
even 10 years ago when we were more like ‘Here’s 
the top ten facts about farming.’” 

Public trust is key, she said. That’s because the 
public 10 years ago was largely ignorant of how 

farming works, and that hasn’t really changed. “It’s 
been pretty consistently poor,” said Mackay.

The goal is to ensure that consumers trust farm-
ers to produce healthy food. As an analogy, she said 
that a driver might not know anything about how 
cars are made but they trust the work of the people 
making the car. 

That’s what farmers need with the public. And 
the most recent data suggests it’s going rather well 
despite more mainstream anti-farming attacks, 
including anti-farming documentaries on Netflix. 

“The overall impression of farmers is at an all-
time high,” she said, adding that their latest report 
card showed that the Canadian public trusts farmers 
even more than doctors. 

Big budgets are far from the whole story, how-
ever. The organizations are stepping up their game. 
So are individual farmers. Andrew Campbell, who 
runs farm 365, a Twitter account where he posts 
photos and small updates daily about his farm, 
currently has 18,700 followers. “He can have a 
conversation with that many people in a day,” said 
Mackay. 

With recent neonicotinoid-seed legislation, 
crop farmers are also seeing the battle intensify. 
Grain Farmers of Ontario’s communications man-
ager Meghan Burke would not say how much the 
GFO budget has increased for public outreach but 
qualified that it is a priority. She said the feeling 
of a human connection is the key to building that 
public trust. “We learned over time, when people 
thought of grain farming, they thought of tractors 
and combines but not the people driving them.”

Winning over public opinion is a big 
bucks investment for farm groups

The GFO launched its dedicated public outreach program, Good in 
Every Grain, two years ago. It also invited farmer Chris Soules from 
the television show The Bachelor to events, and started an Instagram 
account, which has a new group of five farmers posting on it every 
year, with photos and videos of their farms.

“We have to stay up to date on the ways non-farming people are 
communicating, how they connect, and make sure that’s something 
we always do.”

But even with dedicated public outreach and an increasingly 
positive public impression of farmers, the level of knowledge about 
farming for the average Canadian hasn’t improved.

“If there’s a disconnect between consumer expectation and real 
farm practice, you can explain why you do it, and the public will 
either say that makes sense, or we still don’t agree.

“Sometimes farm practices need to evolve to be closer to consumer 
expectations. If it’s a conversation vs. a shouting match or a food 
fight, farmers will be better off in the end,” said Mackay.

“It’s an important context that the average Canadian hasn’t seen a 
calf being born, doesn’t know what it takes to grow food. You can’t 
try to give them a PhD in soil science in the first conversation.”
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Wind turbine timeline
The first Ontario wind turbine starts operating 
at Tiverton in Bruce County. 

19951995

The first commercial wind project — 
consisting of five turbines — becomes 
operational near Tiverton in Bruce County.

November 2002

75 of more than 400 municipalities supported 
North Frontenac Township’s motion that would 
require the province to approve projects in 
municipalities that want them. 

Wind turbines reduce property values, says 
Ontario Superior Court of Justice Madam 
Justice S.E. Healey, who accepted that 
landowners near wind farms could see the land 
value drop by 20 to 50 per cent.

April 2013 April 2014
Wind turbines do not negatively affect a 
home’s property value and do not affect sale 
prices, according to the Municipal Property 
Assessment Corporation (MPAC). The Impact 
of Industrial Wind Turbines on Residential 
Property Assessment in Ontario looked 
at 41,424 sales between January 2009 to 
December 2012 where homes were within 
five kilometres of an industrial turbine with a 
generating capacity of 1.5 megawatts or higher.

A three-year Health Canada study concluded 
there is no link between exposure to wind 
turbine noise and human health. The study 
looked at 1,238 homes in Southwestern 
Ontario and Prince Edward Island within two 
kilometres of a wind turbine.

November 2014
Wind turbines have little impact on 
property values, says a study from an 
assistant professor at the University of 
Guelph and a policy analyst with Health 
Canada. The study looked at 5,414 rural 
residential sales and 1,590 farmland sales 
between January, 2002 and April, 2010 in 
Melancthon Township and 10 surrounding 
communities, about an hour north of 
Guelph.

December 2014

March 2016
The province announces five new locations for wind 
turbine projects in Ontario, three in Western Ontario. 
Two of the projects will be in Chatham-Kent, which is 
the unofficial capital of wind energy in Ontario, as there 
are an estimated 700 turbines built or approved to be 
built in the municipality, and it has three times more 
wind turbines than any other municipality. 

June 2016The province’s environmental review tribunal 
revoked the permits for nine wind turbines in 
Prince Edward County because the turbines 
would cause serious and irreversible harm to 
Blanding’s turtles and their habitat.

June 2016

2009

2013

2014

2015

2016

March 2016
While many farmers like the idea of a wind turbine because 
of the potential income — some reports say a farmer 
can earn at least $20,000 a year per turbine — many 
other farmers say turbines are divisive and tear apart 
communities. 

December 2015
There are 2,302 wind turbines at 79 installations across 
Ontario with another 1,000 expected to constructed 
within the next few years. 

May 2009
The Ontario Liberals, led by then-premier 
Dalton McGuinty, pass the Green Energy Act. 

2002
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From driving trains to growing grains
John Archibald Campbell, at age 20, holds a “diminutive” cow at the 
home farm just west of Belmont, as city friend Millie Forrester milks it.
Campbell worked at various jobs — helping a railway station agent, 
driving a London streetcar and carpentry — before saving enough to 
buy a modest farm at the south edge of London. He married and had 
four children.
His grandnephew remembered that Campbell’s farm was one of the last 
still using horses. Campbell was also framing barns and was in charge 
of a crew at a barn raising.
“I remember them (in the early ‘60’s) stocking grain and using a cut-
ting box and a threshing machine and I can remember his son using 
horses,” said his grandnephew Brian Campbell. 
John Campbell died at home on the farm in 1965 at age 79.
The barn in the background was just torn down two months ago, his 
grandnephew said. “Seriously.”

(Photo submitted by Brian Campbell, of Belmont, Ont.)

Back in the Day                                    1907                                                          
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Farmers Forum 
LETTERS 

I’ve been in the marketing 
end of agriculture for 25 
years and have done a lot of 
work on branding, includ-
ing developing logos. 

Logos have a great deal 
of power, and we in On-
tario have some strong 
ones — especially Food-
land Ontario. I’m sure the 
majority of us can still even 
sing their jingle. 

There’s one logo that’s 
becoming more prevalent 
in stores that infuriates 

me — that of the Non-
GMO Project. According 
to their website (www.
nongmoproject.org), “The 
Non-GMO Project is a 
non-profit organization 
committed to preserving 
and building the non-GMO 
food supply, educating 
consumers, and providing 
verified non-GMO choices. 
We believe that every-
one deserves an informed 
choice about whether or 
not to consume genetically 
modified organisms.” 

While that description 
is fine for the most part, 
the problem for me lies 
in the wording ‘informed 
choice.’  The products they 
label have nothing to do 
with providing information 
on genetically-engineered 
(GE) products, but rather 
the opposite. 

In fact, what is scary 
is they have verified over 
35,000 products worth over 
$16-billion in sales across 
North America. They do 
this by completely ignoring 
what a GE product actually 
is. A quick search of their 
approved products include, 
insanely enough, every-
thing from water, maple 
syrup, coffee, honey, and 
organic rose petal spread 
to pure vitamins (iron, B12, 
C etc.), kitty litter, pink Hi-
malayan rock salt, equine 
shampoo, toilet paper and 
my favourite, condoms (in 
the heat of the moment, do 
couples really care if their 
condoms are GE?)

Oddly enough, as taken 
directly from their website, 
“the Non-GMO Project’s 
verification seal is not a 
‘GMO free’ claim. It is 
trustworthy, defensible, 
transparent, and North 
America’s only indepen-
dent verification for prod-
ucts made according to best 
practices for GMO avoid-

ance.” So, they even know 
that their claims aren’t 
necessarily true. 

While I haven’t investi-
gated the US regulations, 
the labeling laws in Canada 
are quite clear. 

The Government of 
Canada’s Canadian Gen-
eral Standards Board un-
der their Voluntary La-
belling and Advertising 
of Foods that are and are 
not Products of Genetic 
Engineering section actu-
ally states: “6.1.4. Claims 
that a single-ingredient 
food is not a product of 
genetic engineering shall 
not be made for a single 
ingredient food of which 
no genetically-engineered 
strains have been offered 
for sale, unless accom-
panied by an explanatory 
statement. For example, 
like all other oranges, these 
oranges are not a product 
of genetic engineering.” 

This means that since 
there are no genetically-
engineered peas available, 
it is illegal to label peas as 
non-GE. Therefore, all of 
this GE labelling is illegal 
in Canada. So why is it 
proliferating? 

That answer takes me on 
a tangent about the lack of 
science knowledge in soci-
ety and the misunderstand-
ing of what a chemical, or 
even what DNA is. 

A better question is how 
we, as the farming commu-
nity, address this, besides 
investigating possible legal 
action (some Canadian 
companies, including some 
farmers in Ontario have 
shamefully bought into this 
scam)? 

In my opinion, we need 
to be vocal and take every 
possible opportunity to 
talk to people about what 
we do on the farm, and 
the multitude of benefits 

(especially environmental) 
that GE crops provide. 
We also need to combat 
the messages about these 
falsely-labelled products. 

Look what happened 
with French’s ketchup 
being pulled out of Lo-
blaws. A loud protest was 
launched, mainly on social 
media — and it was suc-
cessful. Can we do the 
same for these products? 

It’s one thing to boycott 
the products (how many 
farmers buy pink himalayan 
salt anyways?) but another 
thing completely to publicly 
call out the manufacturers 
and retailers. It may feel 
like you, as an individual, 
aren’t making any impact, 
but together we can. Let’s 
work together to denounce 
these false labels.  

Karen Daynard
KD Communications
Guelph, Ont.

Verification of non-GMO products 
shamefully ignores what they actually are

In my opinion, 
we need to be 
vocal and take 
every possible 
opportunity to 
talk to people 
about what we 
do on the farm, 
and the multi-
tude of benefits 
that GE crops 
provide.

”
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In the mid-’80’s, the Canadian government passed the 
Farm Debt Review Act, and 10 years later replaced it 
with the current Farm Debt Mediation Act (FDMA).  The 
primary purpose of this legislative process was to provide 
farmers facing financial hardship with a mediation process. 
Taking a page from the Dirty ‘30’s, during the high-inter-
est financial crisis of the early ‘80’s, farmers in Ontario 
were conducting penny auctions. The neighbours would 
bid very low for farm assets and discourage real bidding.  
The assets purchased were then returned to the farmer.   
In the ‘90’s and first decade of this century, farm debt 
mediation was a big part of my “farm law” practice.  I 
was involved in at least 50 mediations across the province 
of Ontario. Generally speaking, it was a positive experi-
ence. Then there was a lull for 10 years or so. This year 
I have already completed two farm debt mediations and 
I am working on a third. I thought it was a good time to 
revisit this program.

The FDMA allows farmers in financial difficulty to 
apply to the federal government for a stay of proceedings 
by creditors, initially for 60 days. Once the stay is issued, 
no creditor can start or continue an action against the 
farmer. The government appoints a consultant to review 
the farmer’s situation and develop financial statements as 
well as a recovery proposal. A mediator is also assigned 
and a creditors meeting is scheduled. This usually occurs 
before the first 60 days has expired.

The creditors meeting can be an amazing experience.  
Success is very much dependent on the quality of the 
mediator and the reasonableness of the creditors.  I have 
experienced some really great mediators who worked 
miracles and a few dreadful ones. In earlier days it was 
relatively easy to have two creditors meetings and the 
stay extended another 30 or 60 days. More recently the 
FDMA office does not like to extend beyond 60 days. I 
have just recently had one stay extended to 90 days and 
a second meeting, but that is rarely done now.

The FDMA imposes strict confidentiality require-
ments on all participants in the mediation process. This 
includes the financial report prepared by the consultant 

and the proceedings at the creditors meeting, including 
settlements. It is a criminal offence to breach this con-
fidentiality requirement and the penalty is a fine up to 
$50,000 and six months in jail or both. The farmer may 
also be able to claim damages.

The key to successful farm debt mediation is timing. 
It is amazing how quickly 60 days goes by. A farmer 
should work on the assumption that the stay will be 
lifted at the end of 60 days or even within a few days of 
the creditors meeting.  A secured creditor must provide 
a notice to the farmer advising him he has 15 days under 
the FDMA to apply for a stay before the secured creditor 

can take action.  
Application for a stay means all creditors are prohib-

ited from taking any action against the farmer. However, 
even after the 15-day notice period the farmer can still 
apply for a stay.  Any action by a secured creditor without 
notice or during the 15-day notice period is a nullity. In 
an emergency, a stay can be acquired very quickly.

If you find yourself in a financial bind and unable to 
pay your bills when due, the FDMA is a useful tool but 
use it very strategically. First, work closely with your 
accountant to determine what opportunities are avail-
able. Secondly, retain a lawyer with FDMA experience 
and practice in Ontario. It is absolutely essential that 
you have a strong accounting and legal team working 
for you. Develop a sound strategy and work closely with 
your creditors as much as possible prior to filing for a 
stay. The very threat of filing for FDMA may encourage 
your creditors to work with you to avoid the cost and 
delay. If you have several small creditors pay them off 
in advance if it is at all possible. The fewer parties at the 
creditors meeting, the greater the chance of success.  It 
is important to note that all creditors must be listed in 
your application.

The FDMA cannot be used again for two years after the 
stay is lifted.  After FDMA all other insolvency legisla-
tion is still available. I hope you never need to use this 
act. However, it is there when you need it. Use it wisely.

 
 
 

Key to farm debt mediation: 
move fast, you only have 60 days

Donald Good
Lawyer

Donald Good is a lawyer for Ottawa -based AGB Lawyers.

The FDMA imposes strict 
confidentiality requirements on 
all participants in the mediation 
process.
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Socialism sounds great. It has always sounded great. And 
it will probably always continue to sound great. It is only 
when you go beyond rhetoric, and start looking at hard 
facts, that socialism turns out to be a big disappointment, 
if not a disaster.

While throngs of young people cheered loudly for 
avowed socialist (Democrat presidential candidate) 
Bernie Sanders, socialism has turned oil-rich Venezuela 
into a place where there are shortages of everything from 
toilet paper to beer, where electricity keeps shutting 
down, where there are long lines of people hoping to 
get food, and people complaining that they cannot feed 
their families.

With national income going down, and prices going up 
under triple-digit inflation in Venezuela, these complaints 
are by no means frivolous. But it is doubtful if the young 
people cheering for Bernie Sanders have even heard of 
such things, whether in Venezuela or in other countries 
around the world that have turned their economies over 
to politicians and bureaucrats to run.

The anti-capitalist policies in Venezuela have worked 
so well that the number of companies in Venezuela is 
now a fraction of what it once was. That should certainly 
reduce capitalist “exploitation,” shouldn’t it?

But people who attribute income inequality to capi-
talists exploiting workers, as Karl Marx claimed, never 

Why socialism is a terrible idea
seem to get around to testing that belief against facts — 
such as the fact that none of the Marxist regimes around 
the world has ever had as high a standard of living for 
working people as there is in many capitalist countries.

Facts are seldom allowed to contaminate the beautiful 
vision of the left. What matters to the true believers are 
the ringing slogans, endlessly repeated.

When Sen. Sanders cries, “The system is rigged!” no 
one asks, “Just what specifically does that mean?” or 
“What facts do you have to back that up?”

In 2015, the 400 richest people in the world had net 
losses of $19 billion. If they had rigged the system, surely 
they could have rigged it better than that.

How many of the people who are demanding an in-
crease in the minimum wage have ever bothered to check 
what actually happens when higher minimum wages are 
imposed? Back in 1948, the unemployment rate among 
16 to 17-year-old black males was under 10 per cent. But 
after the minimum wage was raised repeatedly to keep 
up with inflation, the unemployment rate for black males 
that age was never under 30 percent for more than 20 
consecutive years, from 1971 through 1994. In many of 
those years, the unemployment rate for black youngsters 
that age exceeded 40 percent and, for a couple of years, 
it exceeded 50 percent.

The damage is even greater than these statistics might 
suggest. Most low-wage jobs are entry-level jobs that 
young people move up out of, after acquiring work 
experience and a track record that makes them eligible 
for better jobs. But you can’t move up the ladder if you 
don’t get on the ladder.

The great promise of socialism is something for 
nothing. It is one of the signs of today’s dumbed-down 
education that so many college students seem to think 
that the cost of their education should — and will — be 
paid by raising taxes on “the rich.”

Here again, just a little check of the facts would reveal 
that higher tax rates on upper-income earners do not 
automatically translate into more tax revenue coming in 
to the government. Often high tax rates have led to less 
revenue than lower tax rates.

In a globalized economy, high tax rates may just lead 
investors to invest in other countries with lower tax rates. 
That means that jobs created by those investments will 
be overseas.

None of this is rocket science. But you do have to stop 
and think — and that is what too many of our schools and 
colleges are failing to teach their students to do.
 
Hoover Institute senior fellow, economist Thomas Sowell
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This summer, the Senate is pondering a proposal to tweak 
the national anthem, replacing ‘our sons’ with ‘of us.’  
A lot of people think this change will make the anthem 
more relevant and gender balanced.  

But people don’t look to a national anthem for rel-
evance. What they really want is thrill. Have a look 
around the world and tell me if you find a single anthem 
that has anything to do with the price of eggs. Before 
every soccer game, the Italians stand up and sing that 
the Austrian eagle has lost its feathers. The Austrians 
were kicked out of Italy in 1870 but Italians still sing 
about ripping feathers out of the Austrian eagle’s butt. 
The Austrian anthem is no better. ‘Land of fields, land of 
hammers,’ they sing. They think they’re special because 
they have fields and hammers? Everybody has fields, 
except maybe the Norwegians, who all live on the side 

of a cliff. And they invented the hammer. 
The French have a wonderful anthem in the Marseil-

laise but, at the big stirring moment, they shout about 
soaking their fields in “impure blood.” Kill the foreign-
ers. Most anthems are really just a chance to sabre-rattle 
and trash talk the neighbours. The Russians, the Poles, 
the Czechs and the Americans all do the same thing. 
Before every hockey game, the Americans sing the Star 
Spangled Banner to remind us that 200 years ago in 
Baltimore harbour, even though we had 50 ships bomb-
ing Fort McHenry for a day and a half, we couldn’t hit 
a thing, including the guy waving a giant flag. But still 
. . . the voice in that song wonders if the nation will last 
through the night. (We wondered the same thing watching 
the presidential primaries this spring.) 

The English don’t even have an official national an-

Dan Needles
Farmer thinking

A real national anthem is about thrill not relevance

Dan Needles is a writer and the author of the Wingfield 
Farm stage plays. He lives on a small farm near Collin-
gwood, Ont. His website is www.danneedles.ca

them. At cricket matches they play Jerusalem. Where is 
the relevance there?

My own kid sang ‘true pastry gloves’ until he went to 
high school. His mother had a home dessert business and 
he decided that when she strapped on the pastry gloves it 
was an occasion worth singing about. I often find myself 
singing ‘true pastry gloves’ because it makes my wife 
laugh. After 30 years of marriage, if you get a chance to 
make your wife laugh, you take it.

Re-writing a national anthem is a job for a poet, not a 
committee. A committee looks for consensus somewhere 
in the middle and the poet knows that the middle is where 
everything turns to garbage. A poet would take this thing 
back to the shop, tear it down and build something a 
Canadian could drive around in comfortably.  

Canadians are the sort of person who walk out on a 
beautiful Saturday morning in June, 25 degrees Celsius 
(77 F) , not a cloud in the sky, and say “we’ll pay for 
this.” Other people might say, “what a gloriously beauti-
ful sunshiny day?” But not us. 

We could borrow a famous line from Nobel prize-
winning writer Alice Munro: “Who do you think you 
are?” Lopping the head off a tall poppy is our national 
sport. Canadians do not express outrage or even surprise 
at anything. It is a matter of pride that we saw this prob-
lem coming ages ago and told you it would cost more 
than you said it would. But you were so busy cheering 
and singing the national anthem that you didn’t listen. 
Canadians do not say ‘I told you so’ but if they did, now 
is the time they would be saying it . . . but they don’t.

Polar vortex? That’s a four-dollar word for winter. You 
should have seen the one in 1975, but you’re too young. 
If you keep moving you won’t feel the cold as much. 
Climate change? No one understands climate change 
better than we do. We get up every morning ready for 
climate change. We were born ready.

These are the sentiments that are dear to Canadians. 
This is what is in our hearts when the chairs are pushed 
back, the crowd shuffles to its feet and we all take a deep 
breath to sing. So, I offer this new and improved version 
to assist the deliberations of the Senate sub-committee:  

O Canada! Our frozen native land!
True pastry gloves on all our moms’ demand.
With doubting hearts we see you rise, 
Like we could afford that car. 
We’ll pay for this, O Canada, 
Who do you think you are?

Things could be worse. Sure looks like rain.
We told you once, but we will say it again.
You think you’re special but you’re just the same. 



30  farmersforum.com      July 2016

ANTI-SLIP SOLUTIONS

AUCTION SERVICE

AIR QUALITY
We power wash everything before we paint it!!

“CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE”
1-800-837-0246  
R.R. #1 Arthur, ON N0G 1A0

SPECIALISTS
• All Farm Buildings • Galvanized Steel  

• Coloured Steel • Wood Sides • Fences  
• Airless Spray Painting • Sand Blasting

CLOTHING/FOOT WEAR

BARN REMOVAL

AERIAL AIRSPRAY

BARN PAINTING

CONCRETE

Business Directory

COMPRESSOR SERVICE
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Business Directory

CUSTOM FARMING
FARM DRAINAGE

CUSTOM MANUFACTURING

ELECTRICAL
FRUIT & VEGETABLES

FOUNDATION
CONSTRUCTION

FUEL

FRONT HITCH & PTO
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Business Directory
INSURANCE

MAPLE SYRUP SUPPLIES NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT

GARAGE DOORS

LUBRICANTS

INSURANCE

MOTORSPORTS

MORTGAGES

MAPLE SYRUP SUPPLIES PRESSURE WASHER 
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Business Directory

WORK & WESTERN

SEED

TRACTOR PARTS

www.DiamondFarmTractorParts.com

GREAT COMPETITIVE PRICE QUOTES!
1-800-481-1353
TRACTOR SERVICE MANUALS! 

SEATS! ELECTRONIC IGNITIONS, CARBURETORS, 
CHAINS, ALTERNATORS AND MUCH MORE

NEW! TRACTOR PARTS & QUALITY ENGINE REBUILD 
KITS FOR MOST MAKES & MODELS!

DIAMOND FARM TRACTOR PARTS • DEPT. FF13
16385 TELEPHONE ROAD SOUTH, BRIGHTON, ON K0K 1H0

1-877-319-0059
sean@canadiantractorpartsdirect.com

New Aftermarket Parts  
for your Agricultural and 

Industrial Equipment.

tractors, combines, mower 
conditioners, balers, engines, 

backhoes, and many, many more!
We have access to literally 1000’s 
of parts that can be shipped from 
different warehouses in Canada.

www.canad ian t rac torpar tsd i rec t . com

engine overhaul kits and parts, clutch 
kits, front axle parts, transmission 
parts, pto parts, cab parts, starters 
& alternators, brake parts, water 
pump and cooling components, 
filters, steering and tie-rod parts, 
hydraulic pumps, rims, repair manuals 

WELDING

Phone (519) 393-6484 Fax (519) 393-5658
R.R. #5 Mitchell, Ontario N0K1N0

SCRAP METAL

REAL ESTATE

WATER TREATMENT

SCRAP METAL TRACTOR PARTS
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Coming Events
WESTERN ONTARIO

Tue July 5, 2016 – Lambton 
County Family Day at Rox-
burgh Farms of Bill & Rebecca 
Gordon, Thedford, Ont.

Wed July 6, 2016 – Huron 
County Twilight Meeting at 
Pedenia Holsteins of Peter & 

Denise Angst, Lucknow,Ont.

July 7 & 8, 2016 – EastGen 
Challenge – West at Stratford 
Fairgrounds, Stratford, Ont.

Thur July 7, 2016 – Welling-
ton County Twilight Meeting at 
Shadyrail Farm of Randy & 
Lynette Martin, Harriston, Ont. 

Tue July 26, 2016 – Olex 
Dairy Sales Consignment 
Sale, 11 a.m. at Ontario Live-
stock Exchange, Waterloo, 
Ont. Jim Hipel, sale mgr.

Fri July 29, 2016 – Walker 
Dairy Inc. Monthly Auction 
Sale, 12 noon at Walker Dairy 

Sale Arena, Aylmer, Ont. 
Walker Dairy Inc., sale mgr..

Mon Aug 1, 2016 – BriteSpan 
4-H Dairy Invitational Show 
at Lucknow Sports Complex 
& Ag Building, Lucknow, Ont.

Wed Aug 3, 2106 – Middle-
sex County Show, 7 p.m. at 
Ilderton Fairgrounds, Ilderton, 
Ont. Tue 

Sat Aug 6, 2016 - Baden 
Corn Festival visit baden-
cornfest.ca. 

Tue Aug 9 to 11, 2016 - Ca-
nadian Beef Industry Confer-
enceGrey Eagle Resort and 
Casino in Calgary, Alberta. 
The CBIC is a joint collabo-
ration by the Beef Cattle Re-
search Council, Canada Beef, 
the Canadian Beef Breeds 
Council and the Canadian 
Cattlemen’s Association

Tue Aug 9, 2016 – Canadian 
Dairy Network Official Genetic 
Evaluation Release of domes-
tic and MACE evaluations for 
all dairy breeds in Canada.

Tue Sept 27, 2016 – Waterloo 
County Club Sale, 11 a.m. at 
Ontario Livestock Exchange, 
Waterloo, Ont. Followed by 
Olex Dairy Sales Consign-
ment Sale. Jim Hipel, sale 
mgr.
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 Classified Ads ads
LIVESTOCK FOR SALE

FOR SALE — Purebred 
registered red Limousin bulls, 
very quiet. Home of R.W.F. 
senior grand champion bull 
& top 10 bull in Canada. Call 
Haystack Acres at 519-738-
0453 or 519-919-9037. 
BULLS FOR SALE — Cha-
rolais & Angus yearlings and 
two-year-olds, smooth polled 
plus select females. Call 
Terry Ormiston at 905-439-
4235.     
BLACK ANGUS HEIFERS 
— 39 good-quality black An-
gus heifers, ready to breed. 
Also yearling Angus bulls. 
Call 613-395-2079.
BLACK ANGUS BULLS — 
Good selection of registered 
yearling and two-year-old An-
gus bulls for sale. Maple Line 
Farm, Blackstock. Call Ian Rud-
kin  at 905-718-5331 or email 
maplelinefarm@hotmail.ca.                                                                     
(06/16)

FOR SALE
GENERATORS — NEW 
GENERATOR SETS Perkins 
Eng./Stamford/Mecc Alte 
Alternator. Call for pricing. 
PTO TRACTOR DRIVEN 
Mecc Alte 30, 40, 55 kw.  Call 
for other models & pricing. 
60 KVA PERKINS/CAT gen-
erator with new generator 
end. Multi-voltage. $7,999. 
C AT / P E R K I N S  1 0 0 
kw 1104 TA with Dyna-
gen Controls. $11,250. 
T.N.T. Stand-By Pow-
e r , 8 6 6 - 3 8 3 - 3 6 4 1 ,  
dontgetcaugtinthedark@
gmail.com.
TROUT 4 POND (STOCK-
ING) — Rainbow, speckled, 
browns, fountains, windmills, 
aerators, TrueBlue. Call 
519-833-2559, or visit www.
silvercreekponds.com.
CALCITIC AG-LIME — 
AgroCarb-PT, ground extra 
fine to provide an excellent 
source of calcium, improving 
soil structure and plant health.  
Organic approved calcitic 
lime. Call 519-533-2056.

PROPERTY FOR SALE  
NORWICH-SCOTLAND:  
72-acre farm with fantastic 
modern 2-storey 4+ bed-
room home & shop. $1.139m. 
GOBLES: 90 acres, 56 ac. 
cleared with 30 x 150’ shed/
shop. Asking $845,000. 
PARIS: 50-acre equestrian 
centre with 2 arenas, 47 horse 
stalls, heated shop, & modern 
3+ bedroom ranch home on 
paved side road. $1.395m. 
DUNWICH: 48+ acre farm sys/
drained, 5-bedroom home with 
3-horse stall barn. $497,500. 
BRANT:  62 acres 30 
cleared, + shed/barn & 
wood land .  $549 ,000 . 
WANTED:  Arable land be-
tween Brantford through 
to St. Thomas for investor. 
WANTED: Hobby farm 
for retired farmer. With-
in 30 minutes of Ingersoll. 

Call ALISTER MACLEAN 
CCIM amaclean@ccim.net 
REALTOR/Salesperson, Sut-
ton Group Select Realty Inc, 
Brokerage. 519-860-4113  

www.farmsales.ca
BOOK AND CD FOR SALE
Love is the Song, a book of 
poems on love and nature, by 

Jo-Anne Pulfer. $15 includes 
handling. Contact terry@ 
veteranspublications.com.
 

SONGS OF THE COMBAT 
SOLDIER — CD, music 
family listening. WWI, WWII 
and the Korean War. Plays 
well in pickup trucks and trac-

tors. Price $15, plus $5 han-
dling. Contact terry@veterans 
publications.com or call 613-
258-5539.






